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Wylam Brewery

We’ve taken note of the comments on 
page 12 of this issue about sitting in 
the window seat of a pub watching the 
world go by. It’s very much like that on 
Cheers North East – we’re observing 
the region’s pub scene from our own 
privileged perch. We keep an eye on 
what’s going on, who’s doing what – and 
why – and pass it on to readers from far 
and wide who are just as excited as we 
are about � e Great British Pub.

But there’s only one way we can do that – by being in the pub ourselves, 
talking, sampling, soaking up the atmosphere and wallowing in the 
ambience. We’re all pub people; we live and breathe pubs. When we’re 
working we think about pubs and when we’re not, we’re in the pub.

So, what a year it’s been. � ings are tough in the licensed trade and we all 
know it, but if we stick to the attitude we see regularly around the North 
East of “let’s show them what we can do” we’ll be OK. 

� at’s why we should celebrate the likes of Dave Carr at � e Brandling 
Villa in South Gosforth; Mick Potts at the Free Trade Inn and Neil 
Amos at the Newcastle Arms in Newcastle; Ralph Wilkinson at No 22 
in Darlington, Dave Campbell at � e Central, Gateshead; Jay Bennett 
at the Boathouse in Wylam and Richard Slade at Battlesteads, Wark, 
Northumberland – pub people with so much energy, initiative and 
commitment it makes you proud to be in their pub, never mind their 
company. � ere are loads more, of course, and it’s about time we looked 
at ourselves and smiled.

Oh, and we’ve got a special announcement of our own on page 35.

We all deserve to smile. Just let’s do it in the pub – and more often.

Cheers,

Alastair Gilmour, editor

10 Stage 
manager 

Actor Carl Kennedy 
is heavily involved 
in running a pub. 
We ask him how 
he balances life 
behind the bar at 
the Cumberland 
Arms in Byker and 
treading the boards 
at Northern Stage.

16 Kite mark
Wylam 

Brewery’s new 
bottle and pumpclip 
labelling has been 
well researched 
and professionally 
designed. 
It involved some 
old-fashioned 
communication too 
– letter-writing.

18 Twelve Ales 
Winter 

beers are a 
welcome tradition 
at this time of year, 
so we invited some 
of the region’s 
producers to show 
us what’s available. 
The range is 
astonishing and will 
just have to be tried.

BOND AND BEER
Had James Bond’s creator 
Ian Fleming not been such 
a crashing snob, we might 
have seen the secret 
serviceman drinking beer 
instead of martinis shaken 
not stirred. We ponder over 
that unlikely scenario.
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Ian Rankin quizzed

Pub crawls
A-Z pub guide
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Alastair Gilmour, editor

We are tweeting. 
Follow us @cheers_ne
We are tweeting. 

When you have fi nished with 
this magazine please recycle it

Play it again
A few bars work wonders
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Tel: 01661 886192 • info@highhousefarmbrewery.co.uk • www.highhousefarmbrewery.co.uk

Great Beer, Exhibition, Brewery Tours, 
Farm Walk, Snacks to Dinners, 
Weddings & Private Parties, Shop

something for

everyone

MATFEN,  NORTHUMBERLAND,  NE20 0RG

OPEN Sunday to Tuesday
10.30am - 5.00pm
Thursday to Saturday
10.30am - 9.00pm

Heads up for 
two awards

The Head Of Steam in Durham 
has been recognised as the 
best in town by a signifi cant 
group of its peers. Not only 
did its enterprising manager 
Simon Ritson pick up the Best 
Pub category in the recent 
Best Bar None awards, but 
24 hours later scooped Best 
Bar in Durham City Centre 
at the city’s Retail Standards 
ceremony. Both events were 
held at Ramside Hall Hotel.

Simon Ritson said: “It’s 
brilliant that we are being 
recognised as responsible and 
professional retailers in the 
city. We have all worked very 
hard in recent months to make 
our pub the best in the area.”

Ian Taylor, operations and 
marketing manager for The 
Head Of Steam Group, said: “It 
is testament to all the staff that 
they have earned signifi cant 
recognition for their efforts and 
achievements. They deserve it.”

two awards

The Head Of Steam in Durham 

Festive run on beer
The festive season is a time to take it easy 

and have as much fun as possible. But 
when your fun is running, beer and pubs 
you have a dilemma – when do you do your 

running and when do you sit in the pub? Not for 
members of Newcastle Hash House Harriers though 
– they’ll have their running gear ready and their 
beer appetites primed.

“We’ll be running a section of Hadrian’s Wall from 
Saugy Rigg down to Haltwhistle during December,” says 
group organiser Keith Hudson. “It’ll be our 1,111th run. 
One of the guys is getting some supplies from Jarrow 
Brewery for the weekend and Kevin at the Black Bull 
in Haltwhistle where we’re stopping o�  for lunch is 
very hospitable.”

Newcastle Hash House Harriers (Motto: “A drinking 
club with a running problem”) is a non-competitive 

running club where the emphasis is on the social bene� ts 
of group activity. � e club meets every Wednesday 
evening (7pm) and the � rst Sunday of the month at 
11.15am at a di� erent location – usually a pub – in and 
around the North East.

� e harriers’ annual 100 Run takes place on Boxing 
Day evening, starting at the Central in Gateshead. � e 
idea is to run past 100 pubs – some of them more than 
once. Each pub – mostly in Newcastle city centre – will 
have numbers one to 100 written in � our on the pavement 
outside. � e � rst runner to reach that number has to stop 
and wait until the last runner has passed, forming a sort of 
domino e� ect and keeping the pack together.

“We’ll cover about � ve miles to get the 100 in and will 
stop at one pub – at least,” says Keith.

If you’re in one of those pubs, give them a wave.
Details: www.nhhh.net
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FESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOW

WE STOCK OVER 100 CASK ALES EVERY MONTH!
For further details contact Diane Myers on: 0191 385 1600 or email: diane.myers@lwc-drinks.co.uk

FESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOWFESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOWFESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOWFESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOWFESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOWFESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOWFESTIVE SPECIALS IN STOCK NOW

£69.99 £69.99 £59.99 £65.99 £69.99£67.99 £69.99

NEW 
LISTING

ABV 5.0%

Brewer’s work 
is a great draw
Stables Brewery top man John 
Taylor has revealed a previously 
hidden talent. He has picked up his 
watercolour brushes and palette 
to produce a series of paintings 
that have, by all accounts, been 
selling well. John has apparently 
always been “arty” and recently 
decided to go back to painting 
in his spare time. His artworks 
went well at a Beamish Hall 
Christmas Fair and he hopes 
for more shows in the future.

News has been released about the First World 
Convention of Brewery Collectables to be 
held in Slovakia next year. Luckily for us in 
the North East, one of the UK coordinators 
is Newcastle-based Campaign For Real Ale 
member Mateusz Debinski, who tells us that next 
October’s event will be the only one of its kind 
during 2013 and will cater for all collectors of 
breweriana – beer mats, labels, bottles, pump 
clips, glasses, cans, postcards, playing cards, 
lighters, and really whatever you can think of.

Collectors who have already indicated an 
interest range from Argentina to Ukraine, taking 
in Peru, Moldova and Belarus, so there will be an 
enormous range of collectables to sift through. 
The convention will be held in the town of Martin 
in Slovakia (close to the borders of Poland and the 
Czech Republic) between October 3 and 6, 2013.

For event details, travel and accommodation, 
please write to Matt Debinski, 55 Waverley 
Road, Newcastle NE4 7SD (please enclose a 
sae) or tel John Hackworth 07879 216 413

 A WORLD FIRST 
 FOR COLLECTORS 

Profi table pubs
Cheers North East and pub 
operating expert Edward 
Theakston have teamed up 
for another training session 
designed to help publicans run 
their businesses more effectively 
– and retain more profi t.

The day-long course will take 
place at The Central in Gateshead 
on Thursday February 28, 2013.

To register an interest, 
email edward.theakston@
edwardtheakstonassociates.
co.uk or tel 01677 460171. 

Brewer’s work 
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Regular Ales - Always Available

Occasional Ale - Brewed Regularly

consett ale works is a micro-brewery based
at the grey horse pub

(first right after villa real roundabout) in consett.

leaning heavily on the town’s iron works heritage,
we have developed four distinctive brands with

red dust, steel town bitter, white hot and cast iron.

our beers hark back to the days when prosperity could
not be separated from the steel which built blackpool

tower and the nation’s nuclear submarines.

the recipes for the brews were created with the
former ironworkers in mind. we wanted to have ales

that we thought would be flavoursome enough to have
quenched the thirst of the ironworkers as they left

work after a hot and gruelling day in front
of the furnaces.

3.8% ABV

4.3% ABV

4.3% ABV4.6% ABV

4.1% ABV 4.3% ABV

4.0% ABV 4.5% ABV

Purveyors of Fine Ales & Beers

Great for those customers who want a 
refreshing breverage after a hard days work.

For more information contact 
LYNN (Telesales) 07730 896 766 or RUFUS (Brewery) 01207 591 540
The Grey Horse, 115 Sherburn Terrace, Consett, DH8 6NE

of the furnaces.

3.8% ABV

4.3% ABV

4.3% ABV

4.6% ABV

4.1% ABV

4.3% ABV

4.0% ABV
4.5% ABV

Our beers hark back to the days when prosperity 
could not be separated from the steel which built 
Blackpool Tower and the Nation’s Nuclear Submarines.
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Ales with heritage  
and history 

Big numbers in 
Newcastle pub

Let Graham Frost know on 0191 232 0692 if you can beat 150 beers.

A Newcastle pub has thrown 
down a challenge – and also 
extended an invitation to try 
something different. To celebrate 
the 150 different bottles of beer 
on offer at Tilley’s in Newcastle, 
manager Graham Frost (above) 
and assistant Anthony Ellis have 
been on a quest to brew four 
beers, each with an IBU of 150 
units.

Confused? International 
Bittering Units (IBU) are a 
measure of how bitter your beer 
is – there are also Colouring 
Units, but let’s not go there 
for now. As an example, your 
everyday pint of “bitter” will 
contain 30-35 IBUs. Eighty is 
enormous, so just imagine 150. 
This is being achieved by the 
liberal use of bitter-high hops.

The North East breweries 
approached – and delighted to 
cooperate – are Morpeth-based 
Anarchy, Tyne Bank in Newcastle, 
Allendale, and Brewlab 
in Sunderland.

“It is likely that these special 
brews will be lip-smackingly 

bitter,” says Anthony. “The master 
brewers have been given only one 
criterion to meet; 150 IBUs. Other 
than that, it’s up to them.”

The four beers go on sale on 
Saturday December 15, exclusive 
to Tilley’s, plus a real bottled 
special from Allendale Brewery 
that actually marks the 150th 
beer to reach the Tilley’s fridge.

“There are only 48 bottles in 
existence,” says Anthony, “and 
we’ve been told by the boys at 
Allendale that only 46 are likely to 
reach us. It’s going to go quickly 
and once it’s gone, it’s gone.”

Graham Frost is keen to fi nd 
out if there’s a pub in the region 
stocking more bottled beers than 
Tilley’s 150.

He says: “We’ve got award-
winning beer, devilishly strong 
beer, fruit beer, famous beer, 
smoked beer, beer brewed by 
monks, beer in funny glasses, 
beer from the oldest brewery in 
the world, wheat beer, dark beer, 
non-alcoholic beer, local beer, 
organic beer, beer with corks and 
beer voted best in the world.”
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All Newcastle matches 
NOW shown 

The city’s largest screen for 
major sporting events

Good Beer Guide 2012

5 Handpulls featuring local 
and national real ales

Make Centurion your meeting 
place before or after your 

Christmas Party

Snug Bar available for private 
functions including Christmas 

parties

Private Meeting & 
Function Rooms

Grand Central Station, 
Neville Street, 

Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
NE1 5DG

Tel: 0191 2616611
www.centurion-newcastle.com

Bar & Deli

Real Ale,
Real Food,
Real People

Tel: 0191 2616611
www.centurion-newcastle.com

NEWCASTLE’S 
MOST IMPRESSIVE 
WATERING HOLE!!

Grand Central Station, Neville Street, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 5DG

Good Beer Guide 2013
6 Real Ales including Jarrow Rivet 

Catcher and Black Sheep Bitter

Food served in CC Hudson’s Cafe 
Mon - Fri 6am - 7pm 

Sat from 7am - Sun from 8am 
 

Watch all Newcastle matches on 
our new super bright 4m  

big screen

Snug bar and function rooms 
available for parties and  

private meetings

Make The Centurion your meeting 
place before or after you  

Christmas Party

A FRIENDLY WELCOME AWAITS

£100 Voucher

£100 Voucher

£100 Voucher00 V00 Voucouc00 V00 Vouc00 V00 V hhoucouchoucouc erer

Horseshoes shining with care

Ruby 
choose day

Budvar’s best 
beats the rest

Camra Ruby Anniversary Ale (7.2% abv) gift 
packs can be ordered from 
www.chilternbrewery.co.uk/GBG40

Frustration at the lack of opportunities for 
graduates with degrees in hospitality has led 
to two brothers refurbishing and opening their 
own pub and restaurant.
    Paul and Christopher Hopper have now 
completed their fi rst year of successful business 
at The Three Horseshoes Inn, Maiden Law, 
Lanchester in County Durham, a pub that was 
at one time a popular dining destination but had 
suffered through lack of investment.

The pair, who previously worked for Marriott 
Hotels, set about a £200,000 investment 

The winner of the Budweiser Budvar competition 
to win a trip to the iconic Bohemian brewery is Gary 
Taylor. His winning entry – to describe customers’ favourite Budvar stockist – came in rhyming 
form and was an exquisite description of how close to perfection the world-classic beer is kept 
and served at the Bacchus in Newcastle. Congratulations to all – and huge thanks to Budvar 
for its generosity and great spirit. A presentation will take place on a date to be decided and 
Gary will be expected to recite his poem to the assembled company. 
Details will be tweeted @cheers_ne, @CheersPal and @Bacchus.

The Campaign For Real Ale (Camra) ruby 
anniversary gift pack has gone on sale to 
mark 40 years of the Good Beer Guide. 
Chiltern Brewery in Buckinghamshire 
has produced a special, one-off, bottle-
conditioned beer to mark the occasion, 
inspired by the notion that it would be no 
run-of-the-mill offering and something truly 
special. The limited-edition gift packs contain 
fi ve bottles, a half-pint glass, and a numbered 
certifi cate of authenticity, signed by Chiltern’s 
head brewer Tom Jenkinson and Roger Protz, 
editor of the Good Beer Guide.

At a recent tasting, Roger described the 
beer as “superb and amazingly complex; a 
beer that will also improve with ageing”.

programme which has included an attractive 
conservatory. Plans are in place for the addition 
of accommodation. Christopher says he is 
delighted that they have bucked the trend of pub 
closures with their philosophy of offering fresh 
ingredients sourced locally, cooked to order and 
complemented by quality wine and beers. This 
has proved to be a winning formula with a 100% 
increase in turnover to date. 

The pub has also created eight local jobs, 
taking on two apprentices in the process, with 
another apprenticeship being considered.

Ruby 
choose day

Budvar’s best 
beats the rest
The winner of the Budweiser Budvar competition 
to win a trip to the iconic Bohemian brewery is Gary 
Taylor. His winning entry – to describe customers’ favourite Budvar stockist – came in rhyming 
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FAMOUSLY LOCALFAMOUSLY LOCALFAMOUSLY LOCAL
1 Gadwall Road  Houghton le Spring DH4 5NL 

Telephone: (0191) 584 8844    Email: admin@dmbc.org.uk

Merry Christmas to all our customers

NEWS

Clockwork ticks 
for beer buddies
Two real ale-loving friends each reached a 

milestone in beer tasting recently when 
they “ticked” signi� cant numbers – on 
the same day.

Phil Hodgson and Dave Jolly were sampling 
ale in Glasgow when Phil reached for his glass of 
Maclay’s � rapplequencher, realising it was the 
17,000th beer he had tasted and made note of. 
Within 15 minutes, Dave – in a di� erent pub – 
clocked up number 11,000 – Stewart Black IPA.

“I needed seven going to Glasgow for my 
17,000th and managed it in the Clockwork bar,” 
said Phil, a travel consultant with East Coast in 
Newcastle. 

“We were talking about it on the station 
platform on the way up.”

Meanwhile, Dave, a semi-retired civil servant 
from Newbiggin in Northumberland, was in the 
Bon Accord pub, having gone there needing four 
for his 11,000th “tick” – but actually got mixed 

TICKING: Dave Jolly, left, 
and Phil Hodgson

up and thought the previous beer had hit the 
magic number.

Phil uses a smartphone to record the details 
on an Excel � le then downloads it to his PC as a 
back-up.

“We do it through a love of beer,” he says. “I 
didn’t start recording beers until 1988 although I’d 
been drinking real ale since about 1978. It is getting 
easier with all the new beers coming out and I’ve 
done nearly 1,300 already this year.”

Dave agrees a “ticker’s” life is smoother now 
that the number of microbreweries is increasing – 
seemingly by the day – although he’s not sure if it’s 
through a love of beer or a passion for collecting.

“� ere are lots of lovely new beers and it’s 
getting quicker to reach your next thousand,” 
he says. “I reached 10,000 in April then 11,000 in 
November. Phil and I go places together, but he 
works shifts and we do it while we can.

“We used to be train spotters – still are – and 
you’ll � nd railways and real ale go hand-in-hand.”

Phil reveals that the next stage up from train 
spotting is “bashing” – where you not only record 
the engine number, but you travel on the train and 
record the miles you’ve done. 

“It’s no di� erent really from recording beers and 
their gravity,” he says. “� en you get o�  the train 
and go straight into the pub.”

Next stop for the pair, plus a group of fellow 
enthusiasts that includes Eddie Parr and Alan 
Douglas, is the last Saturday before Christmas 
when tickers from all over the country descend on 
She�  eld – dubbed the Holy City for its number of 
pubs and varieties of beer.

“You couldn’t do them all in a week, never mind 
the one day,” says Phil.

� e undisputed champion of ticking, however, is 
Brian Moore from She�  eld who has recorded more 
than 50,000 beers in his career.

“And he doesn’t even have a beer belly,” says 
Dave Jolly.

HAVE YOUR SAYLog on tocheersnortheast.co.uk
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9 1 A  C L A Y P A T H
 D U R H A M

1 2  C R O S S G A T E
 D U R H A M

5 3  C R O S S G A T E
 D U R H A M

The interactive app-roach
A Newcastle bar and restaurant has become 
the fi rst in the country to use technology 
that allows customers to use their 
smartphones to interact with the venue’s 
large screens.

Pacifi c House is currently running a 
system developed by Newcastle-based 
Screach, which lets pubs make better use of 
their screens when they’re not being used to 
broadcast sports.

ScreachTV is a plug-and-play box which 
links up with the screens and can be used 
to display messages, adverts and videos, 
along with letting customers get involved 
with interactive games and experiences via 
an app which they can download on their 
phone for free. Harry Vaulkhard, owner of 

Pacifi c House, said the system was proving 
very popular. “It means if we aren’t showing 
matches, customers can still use the screens 
and get involved with everything from a pub 
quiz to interactive games,” he said.

Sam Morton, chief operating offi cer of 
Screach, said: “When the big match is on, a 
pub can never have too many TVs, but when 
there’s nothing to show, all those screens 
sit around doing very little. By connecting 
a ScreachTV box, pub owners can start 
beaming out interactive, interesting, local and 
relevant content on those screens. It helps 
build a social atmosphere that makes people 
want to stay out just that little bit longer.”

See how it works at http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=1OS6dMO6kKI

PLUG IN: Harry Vaulkhard at Pacifi c House in Newcastle

Two North East graduates – and an 
apprentice – are enjoying their fi rst 
taste of brewery life after joining one of 
the region’s newest microbreweries.

Grace Noon and Alan Brown, above, 
who both graduated from the University 
of Sunderland this summer, have been 
given internships at Sonnet 43 Brew 
House at Coxhoe, County Durham. 

And Owen McGowan is taking the 
fi rst steps in brewing traditional cask 
ales for the modern marketplace.

Grace, who lives in Jarrow, has been 
appointed marketing and business 
development coordinator with a responsibility 
for promoting the core range of four ales to 
pubs and hotels across the North East.

The 22-year-old, who achieved a First 
Class BA (Hons) degree in business and 
marketing management, will work alongside 
fellow new arrival Alan – from Shotton 
Colliery – who takes the role of sales and 
marketing coordinator at the purpose-built 
site, founded adjoining the Kicking 
Cuddy pub by restaurateur Mark Hird.

Trio will soon 
be well versed

Two North East graduates – and an 

be well versed
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LITTLE DETECTIVES:
Carl Kennedy, centre, and 
the rest of the cast in The 
Little Detective Agency
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FEATURE: THE PLAY’S THE THING

Stage 
manager
Juggling a career, a pub and family life doesn’t make an easy 
existence, but as Alastair Gilmour fi nds out, there’s one man 
who wouldn’t have it any other way

“It’s a brilliant job, 
a job  my four-year-
old daughter can 
see me doing”

W   orking behind a bar is good 
training for many reasons. � e 
interaction with customers and 
the social skills that are honed 

– or acquired in the � rst place – are invaluable 
whether it’s a pub you eventually want to run, 
be a car salesman or a stand-up comedian.

You quickly learn how to deal with any 
situation – plus you have to have to be a bit 
of an actor, keeping your “happy” face on and 
making every customer think the world is terri� c, 
despite the fact that your pet hamster 
may have just been vacuumed up.

We’re not aware of Carl Kennedy 
having a pet hamster but he’s 
very much an actor and, being 
married into a pub-owning 
family, he knows a thing or two 
about pulling pints. Carl’s wife 
Jo co-owns the Cumberland 
Arms in Byker, Newcastle, with her 
father Michael Hodson – it’s one of 
the North East’s beer and cultural gems 
and a certainty whenever anyone draws 
up their list of Top Ten Best Pubs.

� ough he doesn’t do as much 
day-to-day around the pub as he 
previously did, Carl is invariably in 
the background, trying hard not 
to meddle. He’s also appearing in a children’s 
play at Northern Stage in Newcastle, playing 
several characters whose characteristics he’s 
undoubtedly observed in the comfy bar.

“� e Cumberland Arms is the family business,” 
he says. “I do less actual barwork these days but 
I’m always being asked to help with menus and 
for my advice on beer, although Joseph (Harrop) 
does a fantastic job with that. I’ve got a great 
love for the place; it’s my daughter’s future.

“Sometimes it’s di�  cult to enjoy it on 
your days o� , though, and you sit there 
thinking ‘that needs doing’ - that’s when 
you’ve got to tell yourself ‘leave it, leave it’.”

Carl � rst got involved with the Cumberland Arms 
doing shifts between acting jobs and appearing 
with the comedy-improv group � e Suggestibles, 

which is still a big feature in his working life. But this 
month and into January, he’s starring in � e Little 
Detective Agency and the Case of the Festive � ief 
at Northern Stage in Newcastle. It’s a job he adores.

He says: “I play � ve parts, one of them is Clarke, 
one half of a brother-and-sister combo – his 
sister is called Petula. � at connection goes way 
above kids’ heads, but a lot of the parents get it. 
I do him in one of those clipped BBC accents.

“It’s a great Christmas show and I love working 
at Northern Stage. It’s a brilliant job, a job my four-

year-old daughter can see me doing. But it’s 
really concentrated work and we all 

have to be on top form – you can’t 
have a show with weak actors; the 

kids won’t let you get away with it.”
� e Little Detective Agency 

plot follows the Little family – big 
sister Lucy and her baby brother 

James. � ey’re visiting Granny for 
the Christmas holidays at her house 

near Smuggler’s Cove. � eir favourite 
stories are detective stories; looking 
for clues, using magnifying glasses 
and radio signals to catch the baddies. 
When it turns out that Granny is 
involved in a real-life mystery, the Little 
detectives need to solve the case and 
save their family before Christmas Day.

Carl will “rest” for a few weeks before 
getting back on stage in the new year. 

“I’m doing something in February for a theatre 
company called Zendeh,” he says. “It’s adapted from 
an Iranian poem called Flock. It’s straight acting 
set in the 1920s about a family going through all 
the cultural and political upheaval at the time. 
I play one of the brothers, a Muslim cleric. 

“� at’s the job of an actor, you don’t want 
to be typecast. It’s the life of a jobbing actor; 
I’m lucky in that I don’t get many o� ers 
I balk at. Some companies I’m asked to 
promote, I would have to think about it.”

During August, Carl was also in � e 
Prize at the Edinburgh Festival, a play 
about olympians and paralympians and 
their journey to compete at the Games.

“We do two Suggestibles shows a month,” he says. 
It’s the last Friday of the month at the Cumberland 
Arms – Friday payday we call it – and at � e Stand 
in Newcastle, which is great as they’re two very 
di� erent venues. And we’re doing a show at Northern 
Stage on December 15 which we call a pantso – 
totally irrelevant and a bit blue. It’s sold out.

“It’s brilliant when you’re in something and it’s 
sold out. It’s the best ticket in town – people start 
bartering for them, it’s what everybody wants because 
it means there’s room to do more like it in the future.”

As for the Cumberland Arms, Carl reports that it’s 
ticking over really nicely – although we all know how 
tough trade is at the moment. But by o� ering what 
customers want – di� erent music events, a� ordable 
food and quality beer – it can work in your favour.

“We work very hard for that, it doesn’t just 
happen,” he says. “To run a pub e� ectively you 
have to ask yourself ‘what do people want?’ We 
don’t just put on stu�  that we like or that only we 
want to do, but we make it the best it can be. 

“I think we owe it to the Cumberland Arms. 
I call her ‘the old girl’ – she’s a lot older than I 
am and we’ve got a responsibility to the place. 
When Michael � rst bought it he could have very 
easily stripped it out, put chrome and melamine 
in, and made a lot more money than it does. 

“But it’s a lovely old building and needs 
protection. Any updates we do it’s with 
care and sympathy for what she is.”

Running a pub while carving a career 
elsewhere isn’t easy – but then you don’t have 
to be a Little Detective to work that one out.

� The Little Detective Agency and the Case of 
the Festive Thief  Until January 5 2013. 
Box offi ce: 0191 230 5151. www.northernstage.co.uk 
The Cumberland Arms 0191 265 1725. 
www.thecumberlandarms.co.uk
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EAT, DRINK, BE MERRY...
Book your Christmas  Party now*

COCKTAIL ON ARRIVAL
Spiced strawberry and Rhubarb Bellini.

STARTERS
Roasted Red Pepper & Tomato Soup. 
Prosciuto wrapped Asparagus topped with a poached egg.
Duck and Mandarin salad with a light Hoi Sin dressing. 
Moules Mariniere with garlic, white wine & cream served with crusty bread.

MAINS
Venison sausage with whole grain mustard mash & red wine Jus. 
Pan fried � llet of seabass on an Asian noodle salad. 
Fresh linguine pasta with forest mushrooms, black tru�  e duxel, cream and parmesan shards. 
Festive Board- our twist on a traditional christmas dinner.

DESSERT
 An assortment of delicious bite sizes desserts

 Limited Availability - Book Early to Avoid Disappointment 
*Available throughout December Monday - Friday

The Arcade, Tynemouth NE30 4BS   Telephone: 0191 257 7601    www.lolajeans.co.uk

£21.95PP

FOCUS ON TYNEMOUTH

COPPERFIELDS AT 
THE GRAND HOTEL
Are we there yet? Copperfi elds at the 
Grand Hotel is a traditional and friendly 
little pub attracting a good cross-section 
of clientele (ie, a proper pub). The 
window seats are great for watching 
folks to-ing and fro-ing from the beach. It 
feels exactly right and a nice welcome.
What can I get you? Two ales from the 
very local Cullercoats Brewery – Jack the 
Devil, a SIBA North silver award winner, 
and Watch House Winter Warmer, a 
strong, spicy, fruity glory.
Something fi shy going on: Beer battered 
haddock, chips, mushy peas, tartare 
sauce (£8.95). Mussels and scampi 
dishes look appealing.
Upside: The Expressionist paintings are 
refreshing when you’d expect sailing 
ships and fi shing smacks in this vicinity.
Down: A faint whiff of Brasso (though at 
least it points to something positive).

LOLA JEANS
Are we there yet? Tardis-like, Lola 
Jeans is much bigger on the inside 
than it appears from the courtyard. The 
bar counter with its kitchen-cupboard 
frontage is delightful. Lots of big settees, 
winged chairs, a big fi replace, exposed 
brickwork, and tables of every shape and 
size. It’s somewhere for people of all ages 
– families during the day and a younger 
crowd in the evening. It all hangs together 
well.
What can I get you? Cullercoats Jack The 
Devil and Mordue Black Midden Stout. 
Something fi shy going on: Curried risotto 
with smoked halibut, peppered spinach 
and poached egg (£7.95). Big on sausage, 
too. Good value. 
Upside: Little pots of dried lavender on 
the tables. Nice touch in a bar.
Down: The pie of the week was off (as 
in they’re still being cooked and not yet 
available). It was steak and ale, too.

Tynemouth has an abundance of eating and 
drinking places – from the fi sh-and-chip shop 
that promotes “Gluten-free Thursday” to the 
innovative and stylish Hugo’s At The Coast (a 
Fitzgerald’s pub). Within yards are traditional town 
pubs and bars so cool the word deserves another 
two oos. The beer choice is amazing – and, being 
the seaside, we also homed in on the fi sh dishes.

A day at 
the seaside
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Winner of Great British Pub Award
North East & Yorkshire 2011

Set in the heart of Tynemouth village The Priory is a 
traditional pub with a quirky twist.

Big comfy sofas to enjoy a glass of wine, freshly 
ground coffee or a pint of the finest.

Fresh food served daily including specials and on 
Sunday, our famous roasts dinner are served

Live music every Friday, Saturday and Sunday

We are a dog friendly pub, so when the North East 
wind blows on Tynemouth beach come on in after 
your walk and relax, get warm, with you four legged 

friend (free treats for dogs)

The Priory | 26 Front Street | Tynemouth | NE30 4DX 
Tel. 0191 2578302 | www.priorypub.co.uk

BARCA ART BAR
Are we there yet? Barca Art 
Bar is one of those places you 
wished you’d stumbled across 
years ago. It’s all style but 
with loads of substance. Bar 
service is impeccable with an 
attitude that this guy actually 
cares about me. The ambient 
music is quite funky (Paulo 
Nutini perhaps?) and the “art 
bar” part features some weird 
but effective paintings, terrifi c 
photography and driftwood 
organic sculptures.
Another pub, another window 
seat, and a prime position for 
people-watching. 
What can I get you? BrewDog 
5am Saint is a powerhouse of 
a beer with big spice on the 
nose then on to the palate with 
great dollops of dried fruit. 
Alternating Wylam beers, too.
Something fi shy going on: 
Whole baked sea trout with 
a honey and mixed spice 
sauce. Fresh steamed moules 
frites with a choice of sauces. 
Bouillabaisse with homemade 
fresh bread.
Upside: Its world menu.
Down: Mmmm… nothing really.

THE PRIORY
Are we there yet? There’s 
something about big corner 
pubs; they’re so British. Yet 
The Priory takes Britishness to 
another level with union jack-
covered settees, couchettes, 
chair backs, cushions, 
lampshades and layers of 
bunting (inside and out). 
Then there are the portraits 
of Winston Churchill and Kate 
Middleton to remind you that 
you might be yards from the sea 
– next stop Norway – but you’re 
still in England.
What can I get you? Priory Ale 
is wonderfully light and apple-
fruity. Black Sheep Best Cask 
Bitter and Mordue Workie 
Ticket, too.
Something fi shy going on: 
Beer battered North Sea fi sh 
(£5.95). Must mention the 
Belly Buster Burger (£7.95) 
– “Warning: only for the very 
hungry” – with fried egg, onion 
rings and cheese with chips, 
salad and coleslaw.
Upside: The hypnotically 
dizzying fi sh tank.
Down: The hypnotically 
dizzying fi sh tank.

Copperfields Bar at

Great Food and Four Hand Pull Real Ales  
including Weekly Guest Specials 

Open 7 days a week serving;  
Sunday Lunches, Light Bites, Daily Lunch and Dinner

Children permitted up to 7pm.

Grand Parade, Tynemouth, NE30 4ER • Tel. 0191 2936666 
www.grandhotel-uk.com
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THE FREE TRADE INN
Proud to be…

TYNESIDE
CIDER PUB OF

THE YEAR 2011 & 2012
&

TYNESIDE PUB OF THE
YEAR RUNNER UP 2012

Come and join us to � nd out why.
St Lawrence Road, OuseburnValley, Byker

Dipton Mill Inn
A

All you’d want a country pub to be...

Dipton Mill Road, Hexham NE46 1YA
Tel: 01434 606577

www.diptonmill.co.uk

12-Dipton Mill ad:Layout 1 12/9/12 10:17

THE PERCY ARMS

THE PERCY ARMS

W A L B O T T L E
Open 7 days a week 

serving delicious home cooked food 
Mon - Sat 12pm-9pm, Sun carvery 12pm - 3pm

Queens Rd, Walbottle, NE15 8JB 

Telephone:  01912648071

NEW YEARS EVE DISCO -
Join us for a night of entertainment 
to see in the New Year

Mon - Sat 12pm-9pm, Sun carvery 12pm - 3pm

NEW YEARS EVE DISCO -

Christmas 
Day

£49.50

THE PERCY ARMS

NEW YEARS EVE DISCO -
Join us for a night of entertainment 
to see in the New Year

Christmas Fayre Menu 
Served 1st - 31st December 

3 course £19.50
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Superb home cooked food daily
Traditional Sunday Lunch

Christmas Fayre served until
24th December

booking always advisable for food!

A good selection of Real Ales

THE NAME’S 
BEER

If only fi ction’s most famous secret agent had 
been allowed a glass of something special, 

muses Alastair Gilmour

THE NAME’S THE NAME’S 

T hey’re crying “sell-out”. 
� e latest James Bond � lm 
shows 007 drinking a bottle 
of Heineken rather than his 

signature martini. � is has prompted the 
usual – and increasingly tedious – media 
comments about product placement in 
the movie franchise, mainly by people 
who choose to ignore the Rolex watches, 
Aston Martins and Smirno�  
Vodka which have featured 
prominently since the secret 
agent went by the name of Sean 
Connery, not Daniel Craig.

Perhaps they’ve also forgotten 
that Heinken’s distinctive green 
bottles also played supporting 
roles in Tomorrow Never Dies, � e 
World is Not Enough, Die Another 
Day, Casino Royale and Quantum of Solace.

Daniel Craig himself has defended 
the choice of beer brand, explaining that 
Bond � lms cost an awful lot of money 
to make – and almost as much again to 
promote – so relationships with a number 
of companies have to be secured. 

“� at’s how it is,” he told the Hu�  ngton 
Post. “� e great thing is that Bond is a drinker, 
he always has been; it’s part of who he is, 
rightly or wrongly and you can make your 

own judgement about it. Having a beer is 
no bad thing – in the movie it just happens 
to be Heineken. � ere’s a big furore about it, 
but it’s not what the movie’s about, I promise 
you. It’s my favourite choice of beer. I drink 
it every morning – doesn’t everybody?”

Normally in a Bond movie, 007 would 
chose champagne, vodka, bourbon, whisky 
and brandy far ahead of beer. He even drinks 

three times as much sake as he does 
beer in the cumulative total of � lms 
and novels. Dry martinis would 
have evaporated had it not been for 
Agent 007 and he is credited, almost 
single-handedly, with elevating 
vodka from a post-war peasant 
drink to its current status as one 
of the world’s best-loved spirits.

In the � rst chapter of Casino 
Royale, the � rst Bond book published in 
1953, we discover him lighting his 70th 
cigarette of the day and by the end of the 
novel he has downed his 13th di� erent 
drink. Our introduction to Bond and alcohol 
comes in chapter � ve when he orders an 
Americano (a Campari, sweet vermouth and 
soda water cocktail). A legend is born – and 
beer su� ers a massive setback – when he 
issues his special instruction to the waiter.

“A dry martini,” he says. “One. 

“The great 
thing is, Bomd 
is a drinker, he 
always has been, 
it’s part of who 
he is”

FEATURE: JAMES BOND
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Delicious Food, Fine Ales and somewhere to sleep...

Christmas Fayre:
Two Courses - £18  •  Three Courses - £21

Accommodation available from £45/night

Join us on New Years Eve for a hog killin’ time and a Cowboy and Indian themed party.

01207 255 268  •  themanorhouseinn@gmail.com
The Manor House Inn, Carterway Heads, Shotley Bridge, Northumberland, DH8 9LX

In a deep champagne goblet.”
“Oui, monsieur.”
“Just a moment. � ree measures of Gordon’s, 

one of vodka, half a measure of Kina Lillet. 
Shake it very well until it’s ice-cold, then add 
a large thin slice of lemon peel. Got it?”

Why couldn’t beer have been his 
choice? After all, Bond is the quintessential 
Englishman and beer is our national 
drink. His creator Ian Fleming could easily 
have guided his hero along an ale trail or 
beer boulevard that would have seen it 
regarded as a suave, slick and sophisticated 
drink for aspirational professionals. He 
only had to instruct the waiter with: 

“Premium beer. One. In a deep tapered, 
short-stemmed and unpretentious schooner.”

“Oui, monsieur.”
“Just a moment. Tap it gently to hear the 

distinctive ping of � nely-burnished glass. Serve 
at 9ºC and pour gently and steadily down the 
inside of the tilted glass. Gradually steepen the 
angle and pour more directly to allow for zesty 
carbonation and a robust head of 25mm. My 
preferred choice would be a Heineken. Got it?”

If that conversation had taken place, vodka 
would have remained the relative curiosity 

it was in the early Fifties. Beer, glorious beer 
would be the drink to be seen with, the drink 
to impress, and the drink to slug in the arms 
of a beautiful Russian spy. Drinkers the world 
over would know the di� erence between 
a Bock and a Brown, a Scotch and a Stout, 
a Light and a Heavy, and would count on 
Dubbels and Tripels for singular experiences.

Sadly, Bond hardly ever seems to touch 
beer, according to members of a Californian 
group of 007 devotees high on Bondage.

“In Geneva, he’d drink a Lowenbrau,” writes 
a Commanders Club spokesman. “In the 
States, it’s a Miller High Life; a couple of Red 
Stripes in Jamaica, and as many as four steins 
of local brew in Munich if in the company of 
an ex-Luftwa� e pilot. But he eschews beer. It, 
like cider, belongs in pubs... and 007 does not.”

It’s probably worth noting that 
Commanders Club members also dress up.

It’s only in Octopussy that Bond 
fails to have a drink of any sort. He is 
o� ered a rum and ginger ale by Major 
Dexter Smythe but turns it down.

So, beer wasn’t good enough for 007, 
but it certainly gets people talking when 
a Bond movie comes out. Got it?

“I looked across the road 
and saw a huge red sign 
that said BEER. Wonderful. 
I left the Shark by the phone 
booth and reeled across the 
highway into the Hardware 
Barn. A Jew loomed up from 
behind a pile of sprockets and 
asked me what I wanted.
‘Ballantine Ale,’ I said… 
a very mystic long shot, 
unknown between Newark 
and San Francisco.
He served it up, ice cold.
I relaxed. Suddenly everything 
was going right; I was fi nally 
getting the breaks.”

  QUOTE

Hunter S Thompson: Fear And 
Loathing In Las Vegas

GOT IT: The Heineken cinema advert that supports Skyfall
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Market Place, Allendale, Hexham, Northumberland, NE47 9BJ

TEL: 01434 683 246

REAL HOmE COOKED fOOD
fROm fRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

fAmILIES, mUDDY BOOTS & DOgS 
ALL wELCOmE

CASK ALES AND TRADITIONAL CIDERS

allendale ad aug 2011 128x93.5_Layout 1  24/08/2011  11:55  Page 1

38-40 Fore Bondgate Street, Bishop Auckland

The Bay Horse

The homeof sporT

CasK aLes & TradiTioNaL Ciders

Thursday NighT Quiz
Pit your wits for cash prizes and a great night out

Friday NighT Live
some of the North east’s finest Bands every Friday night

saTurday NighT Fever
every saturday is Karaoke night with 60s, 70s & 80s classic disco

TEL: 01388 609 765
Search for The Bay horSe Group

bay horse ad 93w 135h_Layout 1  18/11/2011  15:21  Page 1

FEATURE: EVERY PICTURE SELLS A STORY

High fliers 
stuck on beer
Dig deep and you’ll find a story behind 
every beer, writes Alastair Gilmour

Inspiration is 90% perspiration, 
they say, and the slogan 
is never more true than 
getting the right image for 

beer labels and pumpclips. First 
impressions count and when a beer 
is competing with several others on 
a counter or dozens on a shop shelf, 
attractiveness – and a bit of intrigue 
– is a pretty good start.

It’s all about presentation, but 
presentation is nothing without 
content – and the beer inside 
the bottle had better live up to its 
graphically-pleasing labelling, else it’s 
all going to go �at. 

As an example, Wylam Brewery’s 
popular Red Kite Ale has for several 
years featured one of the re-introduced 
birds of prey gliding across a bright 
blue sky. But the time was right for a 
change – and while they were busy 
updating one image, the Wylam team 
decided it was time to have a look at 
the rest of the range.

Brewer Ben Wilkinson started 
sifting through online images to �nd 
something that would suit Red Kite 
and homed in on a �omas Bewick 
woodcut. Bewick, one of the North 
East’s most celebrated sons, was born 
in 1753 at Cherryburn, near Mickley, 

just over the Tyne from the brewery.
But what Ben thought was a �ne 

example of Bewick’s craft was actually 
by Ian Stephenson, a wood engraver 
living in Northampton. �e image of 
the magni�cent bird perched on a 
rocky outcrop was perfect, so he got in 
touch with the artist.

“Rather refreshingly, a lot of the 

contact was done by old-fashioned 
letter,” says Ben. Ian doesn’t have 
a computer so email is out of the 
question. It was a real change to do 
something like that and the whole 
thing was quite an experience.

“He was so happy to help and 
sent us a limited-edition print of the 
original because he was so pleased 

PROPER NICE: Wylam Brewery’s new range of 
labels reflect a history in a contemporary fashion
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CHAMPION ALES - LEGENDARY PUBS

The Robin Hood

Primrose Hill, 
Jarrow NE32 5UB

Tel: 0191 428 5454

� e original home of the
Jarrow Brewery

Live Entertainment Every 
Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday Night. Quiz Sunday 
afternoon at 4pm.

Claypath Lane, 
South Shields NE33 4PG 

Tel: (0191) 427 7147

JARROW ALES

“Beers you’d walk a long, long way for!”

A beautiful traditional pub 
above a brewhouse

Live Acoustic Entertainment 
Saturday.

Quiz Nights Wednesday and 
Sunday.

A Merry Christmas To All Our Customers

The Maltings

12 Handpulls in the Heart of Sunderland City Centre. 
Live Acoustic Music Sundays. Quiz Night - Monday. 
Refurbishment now fully complete. First � oor and roof 
terrace now open..

The Isis

26 Silksworth Row, Sunderland, SR1 3QJ (0191) 5147684

Magnesia Bank
1 Camden Street, North Shields, NE30 1NH
Under Jarrow Brewery Management from June 2012with the way it 

looked on the label. 
It’s nice to know 
there are still people 
like that.”

Ben has also 
been spending time 
at the Tyne Wear Archive in 
Newcastle, researching the 
original George Stephenson 
working drawings of steam 
locomotion engines such 
as Rocket. Wylam named one of 
their core beers after the iconic loco. 
Incidentally, Stephenson was born 
(1781) not far from the brewhouse – 
something in the water, perhaps?

When Ian Stephens replied to 
Ben’s request, he wrote – in beautiful 
copperplate – that the actual 
setting for his woodcut was the 
gorge on the River Tei�  at Cilgerran 
in Cardiganshire.

“Back in 1947 it was in this area 
that I saw my � rst red kite. � en it 
was where you had to be to see one 
at all. Now I get them sailing over my 
house in Northampton – a treat and 
no mistake.”

Business development manager 
Matt Boyle says: “We’ve been looking 
at doing the labels and pumpclips for 

quite a while but wanted to keep the 
traditional side. It’s part of the company 
brand development. We wanted a 
common theme throughout and didn’t 
want too much of a corporate feel, and 

to keep it di� erent.”
� ey then 

brought in 
Simon Hubbard, 
who is now 
duty manager 
at BrewDog in 
Newcastle, having 
worked behind the 
bar at � e Central 
in Gateshead. 
Simon also runs 
a T-shirt printing 
business and is a 
clever designer with 

an acute eye for anything 
beer-related.

“We got Simon in and 
would pile all these ideas 

together and source images but it 
has taken quite a while to do,” says 
Matt. “Now we’re getting great reports 
back from customers. Our gift packs 
are selling much better with the new 
graphics and it’s really good to have our 
own pet designer.

“As with some of the new beers we’re 
producing, we’re appealing a lot to the 
younger market. Our previous imagery 
got us to where we are now, but we have 
to balance the marketplace.

“We’re still very much regional and 
local – and always will be – but we’ll 
keep on pushing the envelope with new 
ideas and new beers such as our Yankee 
Hop Charge series.”

Inspiration, perspiration and good, 
old-fashioned communication – you 
can’t beat it.

“He was so 
happy to help he 
sent us a limited-
edition print of 
the original”

  QUOTE

Oscar Wilde

“I have made an important medical discovery. 
Alcohol, taken in suffi cient quantities, produces all the 
effects of intoxication”

to keep it di� erent.”

brought in 
Simon Hubbard, 

at BrewDog in 

worked behind the 
bar at � e Central 

a T-shirt printing 
business and is a “He was so 

happy to help he 
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FEATURE: FESTIVE BEERS

A t one time, “winter warmers” 
were produced around this 
time of year with a dark, rich 
and sweet character, some hint 

of soft currant fruit, black treacle and 
spice – all suggestions of Christmas. Like 
a lot of things these days, anything goes 
– but Christmas ales will always wring 
as much spice and fruit out of their raw 

ingredients as possible and brewers have 
enormous fun in coming up with new and 
improved recipes. � e winner, of course, 
is the pub customer, so let’s show our 
appreciation for the brewing boys and 
girls and their fantastic e� orts (and witty 
names) by downing the lot. Here are the 
Cheers North East 12 Ales of Christmas. 
Ho, ho ho.

What a treat we have in store with these 
specially-produced seasonal ales. Covering all 
styles  and fl avour profi les, they demonstrate the 
craft of brewing to perfection

Progress (4.0% abv) is a rich and 
pure single-hopped 20th anniversary 
seasonal ale with the classic Black 
Sheep dry and bitter fi nish.

 BLACK 
 SHEEP 
 BREWERY 

Christmas Chaos (4.5% abv) has star 
anise and cinnamon on the nose, a 
smooth and suttle sweetness on the 
tongue developing into a long-lasting 
bitter fi nish, with hints of rum, raisin 
and vanilla throughout.

 ANARCHY 
 BREWERY 

North Star (4.2% abv), a rich and 
intense ruby red ale. It’s the perfect 
festive fi reside companion – packed 
with chocolate and fruit fl avours, 
leaving a smooth velvety fi nish.

 COPPER 
 DRAGON 
 BREWERY 

12 hops of Christmas (4.8% abv) is 
a Yuletide ale brewed using pale ale 
malt with the addition of caramalt and 
crystal rye malt. This gives a reddish 
golden colour. As the name suggests, 
it’s hopped with 12 specially chosen 
varieties and added to the brew at 
various stages. Yes it’s hoppy, but with 
a great fl avour balance.

 HADRIAN 
 BORDER 
 BREWERY 

The 12 ales 
of Christmas
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@ Coppers
WWW.ALES4YOU.CO.UK

OPEN 8AM TIL 8PM 
GOSFORTH, NE35TT
TEL: 0191 2170043

For that special present 
under the tree....

@ Coppers
wishes all their customers 

a Merry Christmas

...it has to be @ Coppers

Continental
Lagers

Champagne and 
Quality Wines

Speciality Foods

Visit our NEW extended 
real ale section

WIN our 
12 ales of Christmas 

- ask in store for details

Wooden Hand Elves Bells (5.0% abv, 
£67.99). This ruby red beer has an 
enticing aroma, leading to a full fruit 
fl avour in the mouth, complemented 
by a rich hop zest and a biscuit fi nish 
emerging in the fi nish.

 LWC 
 NORTH 
 EAST 

Rusty Rudolph (4.0% abv) is a copper-
coloured best bitter, with a melon-
orange nose, a hint of spice – and a 
lovely berry fl avour.

 HIGH 
 HOUSE 
 FARM 
 BREWERY 

Great Escape (4.0% abv) is brewed 
with pilsner lager malt. This 
snowfl ake-clear very light ale has a 
great depth of fl avour. It is brewed 
using four different delicate blends 
of hops to give a citrusy seasonal 
orange taste and fl oral aroma. 
Why Great Escape? Because it’s 
always on at Christmas.

 MAXIM 
 BREWERY  

Santa’s Soot (5.0% abv) is Maxim’s 
dark Christmas beer brewed using 
maris otter, crystal malt and roast 
barley with traditional English hops to 
give a slightly roasted but rich fl avour. 
Ideal on a cold winter’s day – Santa 
and Rudolph would defi nitely approve.

Winters Yard (4.6% abv) is a 
porter-style ale. It’s very dark red in 
colour and brewed with an infusion 
of winter spices for a warming hint 
of ginger and cinnamon – ideal for 
those dark winter nights in front of 
the log fi re. Available Dec-Jan.

 YARD 
 OF ALE 
 BREWERY 

Legless Santa (4.6% abv) is a single 
malt, pale gold ale. Traditional 
British hops – Goldings and Fuggles 
– give a classic crisp bitter. 

 WYLAM 
 BREWERY  

Crisp And Even (3.6% abv) is a super 
light, extra pale ale with subtle hits 
of spice and citrus zest with a clean, 
crisp fi nish.

Haxan Black Wit (6.2% abv). Deep 
tawny, solid dark tones reveal a well 
balanced combination of wheaty 
tartness and luscious dark malts. 
Fresh limes, cassia bark and spice 
on the palate with a fi rm weizenbock 
clove fi nish. The brewery’s co-
founder, the late Robin Leighton, 
would have been proud of it.

 MAXIM 
 BREWERY 

 WYLAM 
 BREWERY  

 WYLAM 
 BREWERY       
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�e Grey Horse 115 Sherburn Terrace, Consett, 
County Durham, DH8 6NE

Telephone 01207 502585HOME TO CONSETT ALEWORKS

Christmas party Monday 17th December
with live music from Shaun Henderson and friends plus open mic
Free buffet, Ales from £1.50 starts 7.30pm

Christmas Carols Sunday December 23rd
with live music from Gary and Ray’s Brass Duo

New Years Eve PartyMonday December 31st 

Free entrance Free buffet

Quiz Night every Wednesday free food
Music nights every Thursday  
dates are
Dec 20th Jon Gorden plus open mic
Dec 27th open mic
Jan 3rd The AB guitar duo

FEATURE: PUBS, BEER AND MUSIC

Temptation 
to do more
Tony Killeen, dogbitten 

postman by day, and Kay 
Masson, manager of the 
Job Bulman in Gosforth, 

are more than happy at the way 
their microbrewery is developing. 
Temptation Brewing Company, 
based at Fencehouses, County 
Durham, is not only producing some 
remarkable ales, but it’s getting big-
hearted reviews from the folks who 
try them.

And, the pair are giving something 
back to the beer community by 
supporting a punk band called Bear 
Trade, formulating a brew to suit 
the rockers’ taste and style. � e 
Sunderland-based musicians – newly 
returned from an American tour – 

reciprocated by gigging at � e Free 
Trade Inn in Newcastle.

“We put the mental into 
experimental,” says Tony. “Kay has 
known the band for years. � ey love 
dark beers, love American beers, and 
asked for one to be made. We made 
Bear Trade US Porter for them.

“We said, ‘How about pumpkin? 
Do you like nuts?’ Two kilos of pecans 
went into the brew. It’s great for them, 
great for us, and great for � e Free 
Trade.”

� at’s the essence of pubs, music 
and beer – they go hand-in-glove-in-
mitt; they’re almost inseparable and 
even in pubs where there’s no live 
music, the conversation will inevitably 
turn to bands and vocals.

Bear Trade band member Peter 
Morley says: “I’ve been playing in 
pubs since I was 16 – I’m now 35. We 
played right down the east coast of 
America from New York to Florida. 
Everything was really good, we played 
in pubs, basements, and even in a 
Baptist Church Hall, which was quite 
interesting. We’ve all got full-time jobs 
and everyone took a couple of week’s 
holiday to do the tour. And we all love 
beer.”

Temptation Brewing Company 
produces the likes of Vanilla Bourbon 
Porter, #Extreme American IPA and 
Watermelon Pale Ale (with the extract 
of two melons in each cask) on a 
2.5-barrel plant. Tony and Kay will 
� nish day shifts then do another one 
in the brewhouse though they can only 
cope with brewing three or four times 
a month at present. Kay even managed 
to � t in an extensive course at Brewlab 
in Sunderland while juggling her 

GO FOR IT: Brear Trade get down to business
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WYLAM

www.wylambrewery.co.uk
TEL: 01661 853377

JOIN THE REAL ALE REVOLUTION

DUTY PAID!

FOUND IN ALL THE BEST REAL ALE PUBS

BREWERY

PROPER

BEER
SINCE 2000

Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale 
revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolutionThe place to meet 

in Darlington...

Coniscliffe Road, Darlington, DL3 7RG
Telephone 01325 354590

Traditional Ale House and Canteen. 
We serve a superb range of real ales, 

continental beers and wines

Darlington CAMRA Pub of the year 2008

Food served 12 - 2pm Monday to Saturday

working life. She says: “It was brilliant. I did eight-till-
� ve at Brewlab and went to work at the Job Bulman 
at nights.”

It was following a trip to the US – New York and 
San Diego – that Kay and Tony decided they’d like 
to concentrate on the American-style beers that had 
impressed them. Now most of what they produce is 
heavy on Cascade, Chinook and Willamette hops.

“It all snowballed from Kay doing the start-up 
brewing course,” says Tony. “� en it was a toss-up 
between putting a deposit on a house or setting up a 
brewery. � e brewery won.”

Head Turner in joint launch

Plug in to Plugged Out

Folk/punk kingpin 
Frank Turner has 
taken the step 
of creating his 
own beer which 
was launched 

at The Head of Steam in Newcastle last 
month, following his 02 Academy gig. Turner 
has teamed up with the Signature Brew 
company which is producing craft-brewed 
bottled ales in association with musicians and 
Titanic Brewery.  

His 4.8% abv Belgian-style wheat beer is 
called Believe and the Head of Steam plans 
to do the same thing for other musicians and 
bands to tie in with their Newcastle tour dates.

“This exclusive marriage between quality 
beer and great music embodies what the 
Head of Steam is all about,” said manager 
Chris O’Connor. “It will sit perfectly with our 
new offering of over 100 craft-brewed bottles 
– from Sri Lanka to Sweden and Cheshire to 
Colorado – in our new World Beers Bar which 
was launched recently.”

A new line-up of live entertainment has been unveiled at a musically progressive Teesside 
pub, where aspiring performers from across the region will get the chance to take to 
the stage.  

The Lord Elgin at High Street, Redcar, has teamed up with North East-based music promoter 
Insangel for a series of gigs featuring some of the region’s fi nest talent. For artists who are yet 
to make a name, The Lord Elgin will also be hosting Plugged Out, a weekly, Thursday night, 
open-mic event giving musicians of all styles the opportunity to create. Basically, it’s “turn up 
on the night and put your name down”. There’s also free beer for those taking up the invitation, 
which is incentive enough for some.

Details of Plugged Out at www.insangel.co.uk
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Local Real Ales,  Homecooked Food
Brian, Lorraine and their staff wish all their customers 

a very Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year
4 � B&B Accommodation now available to book online

Homecooked bar menu served: 
Wednesday - Sunday 12pm til 2pm and 6:30pm til 9pm

also available ever popular specials board
Roast dinner available every Sunday 12pm till 2:30pm

Wednesday: OAP Lunch Special 
Live sports shown • Large beer garden • Free Wifi  available 

•  Large parties catered for

Main Street, Acomb, Hexham,
Northumberland, NE46 4PW
Tel: 01434 602934,
email: suninn.acomb@gmail.com
www.sun-inn-acomb.co.uk

The legendary Steamboat New Years Day party  
1st January - 12pm til close
Come and join us for good beer and company
Free buffet • No tickets required, adults only 

The Steamboat 

Sunderland & South 
Tyneside CAMRA  
pub of the year, 3 

years running

DOG  
FRIENDLY  
PUB

27 Mill Dam, South Shields, NE33 1EQ  
(0191) 454 0134

We ask the 
questions
IAN RANKIN,  
CRIME WRITER

Edinburgh-based Ian Rankin is the UK’s number one 
crime author. His first novel, featuring Inspector 
Rebus, was published in 1987 and his books have 
since been translated into 22 languages, becoming 
best-sellers on several continents. After a break of 
five years while Rankin explored other areas, Rebus 
made a comeback last month with the publication of 
Standing In Another Man’s Grave. 

Rebus – indeed, Rankin himself – has a taste 
for Deuchar’s IPA and such is their appreciation of 
Caledonian Brewery products that a Rebus Ale was 
produced to commemorate the tit-for-tat. 
Cheers North East featured an interview with Ian 
Rankin in the December 2010/January 2011 issue, 
discussing the role of pubs and beer in the creative 
writing process, which is available to catch up with at 
www.cheersnortheast.co.uk

You’re meeting someone for the first time in a busy 
place – how would you describe yourself?
I’m the one with a pint in front of him.

If you could change your first name,  
what would it be?
Stewart.

What is the best job you’ve ever had?
Being a writer.

To whom would you give your last Rolo?
Last Rolo goes to my wife Miranda.

Have you become an adult yet?
Apparently I still dress like a student and listen 
to the same music I was playing at 19, so 
maybe not.

What is the most useful mistake you have 
ever made?
Telling a French vineyard I had lots of manual 
skills. It was a lie, but they kept me on for five 
months.

When you left school did you have any idea 
what you wanted to do?
I knew I wanted to be a writer but had no idea 
how to get there.

Pinot or pint – what’s yours?
Pint of beer.

Which word or phrase do you most overuse?
Maybe the word ‘man’ – it saves me 
remembering names.

Q&A IAN RANKIN

Apart from what you do now, what’s your dream 
occupation?
Singer in a successful rock band.

Is there anything you find really, really scary?
I’m scared of the blank first page of each new novel, 
fearing it presages failure.

What would be the title of the movie version of 
your life?
Loitering With Intent.

And who plays the lead role?
I’d be played by Ewan McGregor, naturally!

Where would you like to live?
I live in Edinburgh – that’ll do me.

Is honesty the best policy?
You’re asking a fiction writer that? I tell lies for a 
living!

Do you know your blood type?
Don’t know.

Is there anything in your fridge that shouldn’t  
be there?
Not much. Just back today from hols.

Who or what has most inspired you?
Inspired by my parents, who always wanted the best 
for me and worked hard all their lives.

Who would you turn to for advice?
For advice I’d turn to my wife Miranda – always.

Who is the best superhero, ever?
Best superhero has to be Batman.

*Standing In Another Man’s Grave by Ian Rankin is 
available in hardback, audio and ebook form.
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CHRISTMAS MENU 2012 
(1st - 24th December)

 
STARTERS

Farmhouse pate - £4.25
Trio of mini �shcakes - £4.50
Northumbrian broth - £3.95

MAIN COURSE
Hand carved home cooked roast turkey - £8.95

Roast topside of beef - £8.45
�ai spiced seafood and noodle broth - £8.95

Mushroom, brie and cranberry wellington (v) - £8.45

DESSERTS
Christmas pudding - £3.95
Orchard pudding - £4.25

Strawberry and champagne charlotte - £4.50
Lemon meringue ice cream - £3.95

TO FINISH
Warm brandy sweet mince pies with clotted cream - £2.45

Fresh �ltered co�ee with shortbread - £1.95

NEW YEARS DAY!!
Wheelbarrow race start 12pm

Marquee, Disco, BBQ, Childrens rides,  
mulled wine, Northumbrian Fiddler in the bar

Live band from 5pm

Tel.01661 872898
enquiries@thediamondinn.co.uk 

www.thediamondinn.co.uk

The Diamond Inn 
Ponteland

Let’s Eat, Drink and be Merry
Live Bands

15th December - Lounge Lizards
22nd December - Smoking Spit�res

29th December - Cindy Hoten

Christmas Eve Party Night 

Christmas Day  
Open 12pm-2pm and 7:30pm-close

New Years Eve Party from 8pm
Marquee, BBQ, DJ - �reworks at midnight

It’s the Party Season!

Village life suits 
new publicans

Magpie swoops 
off with award

The new owners of the Allendale 
Inn, Allendale, have settled in 
“very nicely” in the heart of the 
Northumberland community and 
have great plans for the pub.

Andrea Connor – originally 
from Manchester – and former 
England international pool player 
Gordon Hall are highly experienced 
in hospitality, having been in 
the business for 25 years. They 
previously ran the highly-regarded 
Britannia in Oldham. Allendale Inn, 
part of the Dorbiere Pub Group, 
has been recently refurbished 
and its roaring log fi re certainly 

The Campaign For Real Ale 
(Camra) has unveiled its 
prestigious National Pub 
Design Awards, in association 
with English Heritage and 
The Victorian Society.

The competition is dedicated to 
pubs showing vision, imagination 
and a level of restraint in their 
design. The joint winners in the 
English Heritage Conservation 
Award   – where work undertaken 
conserves what is good in a pub to 
ensure its future for generations 
of customers – are the Magpie, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, and the Prince 

sets the scene for sampling the 
local Allendale Brewery beers, 
Timothy Taylor’s Landlord, or 
its fi ne range of whiskies.

A new menu has been 
introduced featuring scallops and 
black pudding, duck breast salad, 
and home-made rag pudding – a 
traditional Lancashire meat and 
pastry dish. An exclusive sausage 
range is also being developed. Their 
new restaurant, the Partridge’s 
Nest, is ideal for special occasions.

Allendale Inn, Allendale 
NE47 9BJ. Tel: 01434 683246. 
www.theallendaleinn.co.uk

Rupert, Newark. Judges hailed 
the Magpie as a “highly impressive 
restoration” of a three-roomed 
Carlisle State Management 
Scheme pub. The result has 
seen a “sensitive and considered 
conservation of the large public 
bar and the smaller spaces of the 
Smoking Room and Tea Room”.

No winners were announced 
in the New Build or Joe Goodwin 
Award for Best Street Corner 
Local categories, which judges 
note is a “worrying refl ection of the 
narrow, short-termism so often 
adopted at a time of recession”.

NEWS
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R E H I L L’ S

245 Jesmond Road, Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne,
 NE2 1LB Telephone 0191 2814499

SPECIALIST FOOD & WINE MERCHANTS

Bunnahabhain 
£23.99

1976 Jura   £17.79
1999 Aberfeldy   £37.49
1998 Blair Atol   £37.99
2003 Bowmore   £38.45
1997 Longmorn   £41.99
1998 Mortlach   £44.15
1997 Clynelish   £44.59
1992 Bladnoch   £49.99
1992 Aberlour   £59.99
1992 Littlemill   £68.99
1989 Bunnahabhain  £78.55
1974 Glen Grant  £123.55
1973 Glenlivet   £127.99

Fireball 
Whiskey 
£16.49

Tomatin 
£22.99

Antiquary 
£22.99

Loch 
Lomond 
£18.49

Bollinger 
£29.99

Pol Roger 
£31.99

Wild 
Swan
500ml 
£2.00

Jaipur
500ml 
£2.50

LARGE SELECTION OF WORLD BEER, CRAFT BEER, WORLD SPIRITS & LIQUORS, CHAMPAGNES, WINES, CIGARS ETC
COME AND SEE WHY OTHERS RECOMMEND US

Kernal 
Citra 
Chinook
500ml
£2.39

Kernal
Nelson 
Sauvin
500ml 
£2.39

Versa
500ml 
£1.50

Chiron
IPA
500ml 
£2.50

Camden 
Town IPA
500ml 
£1.69

The Worm  
turns – and how
A once-thriving North East pub has 

been rescued from closure after 
being bought by one of the region’s 
largest leisure �rms. �e Lambton 

Worm on North Road, Chester-le-Street, has 
been purchased by Tavistock Leisure Ltd, 

which already runs a number of bars, 
restaurants and hotels across the region. 

�e large detached building, which occupies 
almost half an acre, had been closed for several 
months but an extensive, £500,000 refurbishment, 
transforming it into a brewpub and restaurant 

is ongoing and the pub is set to open in the 
new year. �e intention is to focus on quality 
food and craft ales which is encouraging 
news for an industry currently being hit from 
all quarters by recession and taxation.

Tavistock Leisure currently operates a number 
of venues across the North East, including the 
Best Western Roker Hotel, Sunderland, and 
the Best Western Grand Hotel, Hartlepool. In 
2011 the �rm launched its franchise-style 
Pub Partnership scheme, giving independent 
restaurateurs and publicans the chance of 
a partnership on a variety of venues.

HAVE YOUR SAYLog on to 
cheersnortheast.co.uk

Sign of the 
times
Spotted in Gateshead – what a brilliant 
name for a sandwich shop.
Send all “daft” sign photos or description 
to alastair@cheersnortheast.co.uk
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Hair we go! All 
the proceeds 
from this 
Mithril Brewery 
production went 
to charity

is a fully refurbished gem 
with a stylish bar, separate 
restaurant and six recently 
refurbished bedrooms, the 
Wheatsheaf is the ideal 
place for anyone visiting 
the area or locals looking 
for a meal or a few drinks 
with friends.

St Helens St, Corbridge, NE45 5HE 01434 632020
www.wheatsheafhotelcorbridge.co.uk 

Food served: 
Monday - Saturday 
12pm - 3pm & 5pm - 9pm
Sunday 12pm - 3pm Carvery

3 cask ales at all times and a large 
selections of wines and spirits

Regular live music and entertainment 
throughout the Festive Season

Wheatsheaf     
   Hotel

The

Like us!

Christmas Fayre 
menu available 

throughout December

Ale in a 
good cause
Charity may begin at home but it’s 
in the pub that it really gets going

Amber Aspect, a new 
ale brewed by Rail Ale, 
featured as one of the 
New Kids On � e Hop 

festival at � e Central in Gateshead, 
writes Rachel Ancrum. � e 3.8% 
abv beer was not only exclusive to 
the pub and Rail Ale’s very � rst cask, 
but all proceeds went to charity. 

Brian Sloan and Sean 
Hill, the creators of Rail 
Ale Brewery, are Central 
regulars and 18 months 
ago they decided to 
put their extensive 
beer experience into 
brewing their own. 
Amber Aspect went 
on sale on November 
14 at 11.30am – with 
donations invited – and 
was completely gone before 
7pm.

� e pair managed to 
raise £140 for the Pahar 
Trust, � e Central’s own 
charitable initiative to build 
a new school in Nepal.

Brian Sloan said: “� roughout 
this brewing experience we’ve had 
massive help from close friends and 

FEATURE: CHARITY

family. Dave and Gav from � e Central 
also kept us on the right track, but 
the biggest help and encouragement 
has come from Gateshead Council 
– their support for microbrewers is 
unbelievable.

“We would love to thank everyone 
who not only drank our ale, but 

provided excellent feedback, and 
we are especially pleased to 

have been asked to make 
another cask.”

Pub group � e 
Head Of Steam Ltd 
has been raising 
funds for the past year 
to build a new school 

in the village of Mayum 
in mountainous Nepal, 

via the Pahar Trust Nepal 
charity. � e Central and 
the Cluny in Ouseburn, 
Newcastle, have been the 
main fundraising centres 
featuring numerous 
charity gigs, two Rock 
’n’ Roll bike rides and 

ra�  es to raise the money. Some of the 
company’s sta�  even walked the West 
Highland Way in Scotland, raising 
thousands for the fund.

Hair we go! All 

but all proceeds went to charity. provided excellent feedback, and 
we are especially pleased to 

have been asked to make 
another cask.”

in mountainous Nepal, 
via the Pahar Trust Nepal 

charity. � e Central and 
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THE GOLDEN LION 
Hill Street, Corbridge, Northumberland, NE45 5AA 

Telephone: 01434 632216 
Email: thegoldenlion77@gmail.com

Room Tariffs
Double Room - £69.95 • Single Room - £44.95 • Family Room - £79.95

All the above rooms have: En Suite • TV • Hair Dryer • Tea and Coffee Making Facilities
The prices above include breakfast. Please ask a member of staff or call: 01434 632216 for more information.

Christmas Menu - served 19th November to 31st December
Starter

• Home made winter broth, 
with a crusty bread roll

• Prawn cocktail, succulent North Atlantic 
prawns covered in marie rose sauce, served 

with brown bread and butter
• Black pudding in a horseradish cream 

sauce, with a crusty roll

Main Course
• Roast turkey with all the trimmings
• Parsnip and cashew nut roast, with a 

creamy mushroom sauce
• Salmon fi llet, with a spicy lime and 

chilli sauce all served with 
fresh vegetables and potatoes

Dessert
• Christmas pudding and brandy sauce

• A selection of ice cream
• Chocolate Junk Yard - 

rich Belgian chocolate mousse, 
topped with chocolate sweets

Party and group bookings taken now 3 courses - £14.95 per person
Serving - 12 midday to 3.00pm and 6.00pm to 9.30pm

Real Ales & Fresh Homemade Food
Served 12 noon - 8 pm • Carvery served every Sunday 

Local live bands, B&B available
Live bands & Entertainment every night from 21st December - 2nd January

• Black pudding in a horseradish cream 

rich Belgian chocolate mousse, 
topped with chocolate sweetstopped with chocolate sweets

Rail stuff: Beer sales are helping build and furnish a school in Nepal

� e company has now completed 
the fundraising and last month a 
cheque for £15,000 was presented 
to Howard Green MBE, chairman of 
the charity. Howard and his wife Sue 
were visiting relatives on Tyneside, 
taking in a Sunderland match while 
they were here. 

“We enjoyed watching 
Sunderland FC, but we enjoyed 
receiving this cheque much more,” 
he said. 

Work on building the school is 
imminent and further fundraising 

will pay for new furniture, much of 
which will be made by the villagers 
themselves, and for a new computer. 

Central manager Dave Campbell 
said: “We are in discussion with 
Gateshead Council to twin a 
Gateshead school with the new 
school in Nepal. � ere is a signi� cant 
Nepalese population in Gateshead 
which will be really useful to help 
communication between the two 
groups of children. Who knows – 
maybe there will be visits between 
the schools in years to come.”

MITHRIL BREWERY, based at Aldbrough St John, near Darlington, 
continues its regular series of new and interesting brews, one of the latest 
being in honour of The Poppy Appeal. For every pint of Remember (4.0% 
abv) sold, Mithril donated 10p.

Mithril owner Pete Fenwick said: “I was delighted to present a cheque 
for £70 to The Poppy Appeal, while Aldbrough Parish Church also donated 
its collection.

“I also took Movember (4.0% abv) to my local, The Stanwick in 
Aldbrough St John, which was sold at £2.50 – all of which went to the 
moustache-growing event to raise funds for prostate cancer research.”

Pete’s other beers over the next few weeks are: Tinsel Tipple (3.9% 
abv), an amber beer; Christmas Elf (4.0% abv), a golden ale; Reinbeer 
(3.8% abv), a pale amber beer; HogmanAle (3.8% abv), a pale ale, and the 
copper-coloured Lucky 13 (4.0% abv).

THE BOATHOUSE, Wylam, inaugural Tinned Veg Show attracted dozens 
of entries that demonstrated the legacy of enormous fun that Norman 
Weatherburn has left in the pub. In the appropriate spirit of the event, 
the participants showed a level of imagination, wit and generosity that he 
would have been proud of. The show and accompanying domino cards, 
raffl es and fi nal auction raised £235 in aid of Help For Heroes. 

Best In Show was “two tins of leaks”, entered by John Nolan, which 
were actually empty cans with holes in the bottom and water dripping out.

Real ale afi cionados also helped raise £196 for the Bobby Robson 
Foundation when they tucked into a one-off brew created by Barack 
Obama. Celebrated home-brewer Ken Oliver converted the US president’s 
recipe for a honey ale and put it on the bar at The Courtyard Café Bar, 
Washington Arts Centre, on the day of the recent US election. Honey PotUS 
(President of the United States) Porter came out at 5.3% abv, with fl avours 
of liquorice and coffee, and attracted great praise from customers. 
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VIEW FORM ABROAD CAPE TOWN

DEAREST
DARLING

&

A three-month stint working in South Africa 
had Peter Arnold waxing lyrical over the beer 
he eventually discovered
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M ost of the beachfront 
and inner city bars 
in Cape Town serve 
the mass produced 

mainstream beers we are all familiar 
with – Amstel, Heineken, Carling 
Black Label, Castle, Guinness, and a 
couple of independent South African 
lagers such as Hansa and Windhoek. 

As with any strange territory, 
it takes a little time to � nd your 
feet, but it wasn’t long before I 
ventured to the V&A (Victoria & 
Albert) Waterfront in Cape Town 
city centre where there seemed to 
be a little bit more on o� er. � ere’s 
a pleasant surprise as you enter 
the waterfront through the main 
tra�  c and pedestrian route – � e 
Mitchells Brewery/Bar/Bistro 
and � e Ferryman’s pub. � e on-
site brewery produces � ve beers, 
Forester’s Lager, Bosun’s Bitter, 
Raven Ale, Ferryman’s Special Milk 
& Honey Beer, and Ferryman’s Extra 
Smooth Bitter (the badge looks 
suspiciously like John Smith’s). 

Next stop, I suppose Cape Town’s 
equivalent of the 
Bigg Market – or 
� e Gate – is 
Long Street and, 
following the safety 
guidance given 
when visiting Cape 
Town, we stuck to 
the main-street 
bars serving 
mainstream 
beers to a young 
crowd also drinking 
shorts or whatever else 
can get them drunk 
quickly.  � e Power And 
� e Glory Bar – quite 
possibly the coolest pub 
in Cape Town – has a fantastic 
range of great draught and bottled 
beer and somehow � e Barrels Ale 
House in Berwick springs to mind.

Even the liquor stores don’t 
have much on o� er but I did 
stumble across one that had an 
interesting but small selection of 
bottles – a black lager, a wheat 
beer and a couple from Jennings; 
Sneck Lifter and Cumbrian 
Ale, and that was about it.

But there appears to be an 
emerging craft beer movement in 
the Western Cape – � e Wild Clover 
Brewery in the Stellenbosch wine 
region o� ers two dark brews; � e 
Jack Black Brewery’s three beers 
are lager, IPA and a dark ale, and 

there’s also a Black Sheep Brewery. 
Interestingly, one of my 

workmates stayed in Soweto – 
brave man – and told me about a 
milked beer that everyone drank 
from a shared bucket. Communal 
or what? � en, another colleague 
recommended the Darling Brewery.

Its story is intriguing. In October 
2007 Kevin and Philippa Wood 
went on a wildlife trip. � ey met 
Andre Cilliers from Sneeuberg 
Brewery in the Eastern Cape 
and were inspired. � ey found 
themselves talking about something 
they knew little about – beer.

� ey even discovered the further 
you ventured from South Africa 
the hotter it was and the bigger the 
bottles got – from 340ml in Botswana 
to 550ml in Mozambique and 
750ml in Rwanda. On their return to 
Darling, a quaint village 75km from 
Cape Town, they started making their 
own beer. However, red tape and the 
challenges of attempting to change a 
drinking culture dominated by South 
African Breweries (SAB) almost 

proved insurmountable 
– until they met 
brewer Chris 
Barnard who 
shared their 
passion and ethos.

Together they 
set up Darling 
Brew where I met 
Kevin at his Slow 
Quarter Brewery 
Tap – very much 
like BrewDog in 

Newcastle. Slow was not 
only the name of their 
� rst beer, it would come 
to de� ne and underpin 
their whole philosophy, 

with the endangered Geometric 
Tortoise becoming the 
symbol of all that they do.

� ey wanted to highlight the slow 
brewing and fermentation process 
and now have � ve core beers all 
inspired by South African wildlife.
� e Slow Quarter food menu is just 
as impressive and includes tempura 
prawns, cheese and meat platters and 
biltong pate all served with Darling 
Brew homemade bread. � ere are 
plans to have 12 beers by next year 
and Darling is looking to open a 
tap in London and Buenos Aires.

It just goes to show you 
can uncover hidden beer 
gems everywhere. 

Details: www.darlingbrew.co.za

Station Road, Corbridge,Northumberland NE45 5AY
Tel: 01434 633633 or visit www.dyvelsinn.co.uk

A warm welcome and log fire awaits
Traditional country inn 
serving local real ales 
and home cooked food
  
Open 7 days  a week 

Children, Families 
& Walkers welcome

Available in fine 
North East pubs

www.copperdragon.uk.com

BRAND

NEW
ALE!

Want to be a 
stockist? Please

call Ian Vart on:
07814 964322

COPPER
DRAGON

CD CHEERS AD 100x93.5mm.indd   1 30/11/2012   09:19The Red Lion Inn
Milfield

Northumberland
Gazette

Restaurant of the Year
Winner 2011Good

Pub Guide
eating out

in pubs

We are situated 9 miles South of the Scottish Border on
the A698 in Milfield, Wooler, Northumberland NE71 6JD.
Telephone: 01668 216224 www.redlioninnmilfield.co.uk

Red lion milfield:Layout 1  18/11/2011  15:14  Page 1

The Slow Quarter 
food menu 
includes a platter 
served with 
Darling Brew 
bread

when visiting Cape 

Barnard who 
shared their 
passion and ethos.

Brew where I met 
Kevin at his Slow 

Tap – very much The Slow Quarter 
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The only sign to look
for on Hadrian’s Wall

Set in the shadows of Steel Rigg this country inn offers 
3 Diamond accommodation, Real Ales,

superb wines and excellent food.
It is an ideal location to explore the land of Reivers, 

Romans and Myths.

Bardon Mill, Hexham, NE47 7AN
t: 01434 344534

e:info@twicebrewedinn.co.uk
w: www.twicebrewedinn.co.uk

Find us on Facebook, You Tube& Flikr

Scores on the Doors:

3   Wise   Monkeys
• Purveyors of totally local ales 

• Tap Served from the cask by gravity
• Cellar secondhand bookshop and craft beer off license 

“You won’t Find anything else like this, from the interior, to the bottle selection,  
to FInding a new fLavour in your usual pint. If you’re as wise as the monkeys  
themselves, you’ll grab it with both paws.” Richard Fletcher, Journal Live

24 Fenkle Street, Alnwick NE66 1HR

Traditional family 
run pub since 1975

Regular Music & Folk Nights
Mon - Fri: from 4pm • Sat: from 12pm

Sun: 12pm - 3pm & from 7pm

BRIDGE END INN, Ovingham 01661 832219

We’re in the G� d B r Guide... again (2013)

Mon - Fri: from 4pm • Sat: from 12pmMon - Fri: from 4pm • Sat: from 12pm

Regular Music & Folk Nights

Benton Ale House
Tel. 0191 266 151

7 cask ales including one guest

Home made food served daily 
Sunday lunches 12pm-3pm 

Our homemade yorkshires and gravy 
are not to be missed!!

Why not join us for our quiz night 
- every Wednesday

Front Street, Longbenton, NE7 7XE 

Angelica of the north
Stan Abbott goes back to the Faroe Islands where 
he encounters a bizarre take on the old coals to 
Newcastle adage

FEATURE: SCHNAPPS, THE NEW GAME

They’re shipping water in containers to 
Iceland, a country not noted for its lack 
of precipitation. � is somewhat curious 
trade was born of the restrictive alcohol 

laws on weather-beaten Faroe Islands, in 
the remote North Atlantic.

But even since the rules that forbade 
the manufacture of drinks exceeding 5.8% 
alcohol by volume were relaxed earlier 
this year, entrepreneur Erling Ejdesgaard is 
disinclined to halt his curious export of water 
to Iceland. 

Ejdesgaard formerly ran an internet 
company but now owns Dism, the Faroe 
Islands’ only spirits company, specialising 
in schnapps. He says it is the special 
qualities of Faroese water that make his 
innovative products what they are. 

“We have a strong tradition of drinking 
schnapps on the Faroe Islands,” he says. “In 
fact, we are the people in the world who 
drink the most schnapps, but there is no 
tradition of distilling here.

“I was living in Copenhagen and all 
the Faroese parties, as is the Faroese tradition, 
would begin with a schnapps welcome and then 
more schnapps with dinner – but it was always 
Danish schnapps and that annoyed me because we 
should have been celebrating our traditions with a 
Faroese product.”

His answer was to make a Faroese schnapps, but 
the 5.8% rule made this impossible. � e solution was 
to ship Faroese water, � rst to Denmark (in 2008), but 

latterly to Iceland, where the products now account 
for 15% of the annual output of the British-owned 
Reyka distillery. 

“� e water is crucial and we would not be 
without it,” says Ejdesgaard. “Our water has 
a very strong taste because the basalt and 

the sea air give it a very particular � avour.”
� e akvavit (aquavit) is also � avoured 

with angelica, a sure sign of Viking occupation 
that is found everywhere in the Faroe Islands. 
� e enterprising Vikings used a herb more 
commonly associated with cake decoration 
as a disinfectant and to “purify” their 

drinking water. Its bedfellow in akvavit 
(the sturdy schnapps staple across the 
Nordic countries), is the more exotic 
spice, cumin.

He says: “In order to be allowed to 
call it akvavit, it has to be dominated 
by cumin or dill. We don’t use dill, but 
the Danes have one or two that are 
dominated by it.”

Typical aquavits, such as Norway’s 
Linie or Denmark’s Aalborg Jubileum, 

have a whisky-coloured tinge, but this is generally 
down to storage in sherry barrels (traditionally Linie, 
meaning equator, must cross the equator twice 
while maturing in said barrels). � ey are usually best 
drunk cold and neat, often with a beer chaser. 

But Dism’s products are crystal clear and come 
in two brands, the 38% abv Lívsins Vatn (water of 
life) and Havið (ocean), which at 50% abv, claims to 
be the strongest aquavit in the world. While many 

The water of the 
Faroe Islands 
is the secret 
to traditional 
schnapps

trade was born of the restrictive alcohol 
laws on weather-beaten Faroe Islands, in 

this year, entrepreneur Erling Ejdesgaard is 
disinclined to halt his curious export of water 

“� e water is crucial and we would not be 
without it,” says Ejdesgaard. “Our water has 
a very strong taste because the basalt and 

the sea air give it a very particular � avour.”
� e akvavit (aquavit) is also � avoured 

with angelica, a sure sign of Viking occupation 
that is found everywhere in the Faroe Islands. 
� e enterprising Vikings used a herb more 
commonly associated with cake decoration 
as a disinfectant and to “purify” their 

Nordic countries), is the more exotic 
spice, cumin.

call it akvavit, it has to be dominated 
by cumin or dill. We don’t use dill, but 

The water of the 
Faroe Islands 

ENTERPRISING: Erling Ejdesgaard
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akvavits use a potato alcohol base, 
Dism uses alcohol from grain. Eldvatn 
( � re water) vodka completes the 
product list and is now the company’s 
biggest seller. 

� is year’s legal change “brings a 
new opportunity” for Dism, but Erling 
Ejdesgaard feels volumes need to be 
higher before he’ll switch production 
from the Iceland plant that is powered 
by a hot spring and began producing 
vodka in 2002. � at was when a 
sample of Icelandic spring water 
was sent to a New York laboratory 
for purity testing. Checks found 
no impurities, prompting distillers 
William Grant and Sons – producers 
of Glen� ddich – to make “one of the 
cleanest and purest vodkas in the 
world” in remote Borganes, north west 
of Reykjavík.

� ey named this vodka Reyka, 
after the old Icelandic word for steam. 
But however pure the water in the 
northern neighbour across the ocean, 
Ejdesgaard has no plans to stop 
shipping water either. 

“We have tried using Icelandic 
water and it’s completely di� erent,” he 
says. “It makes sense.”

Units for 
and against
Plans have been unveiled by the Government 
for minimum alcohol prices as well as a ban 
on multi-buy offers in supermarkets and off-
licenses. Ministers believe the proposed 45p 
minimum price for a unit of alcohol will reduce 
total consumption by 3.3%. 

They say it would also cut the number of 
crimes by 5,000 and hospital admissions by 
24,000 each year, with 700 fewer alcohol-linked 
deaths annually. Health experts welcomed the 
proposal but the drinks industry warned that 
responsible consumers would suffer with wine 
and spirits prices being pushed up.

The 45p minimum would mean a can of strong 
lager could not be sold for less than about £1.56 
and a bottle of wine below £4.22. But the move 
faces new legal obstacles after the European 
Commission warned the 50p price fl oor proposed 
in Scotland may breach EU free trade rules.

While the Government’s proposals are 
“unlikely” to affect prices in pubs or restaurants, 
Home Offi ce minister Damian Green said that 

and against
Plans have been unveiled by the Government 
for minimum alcohol prices as well as a ban 
on multi-buy offers in supermarkets and off-

minimum prices would reduce consumption. 
Launching a 10-week consultation, he said: “The 
evidence is clear – the availability of cheap alcohol 
contributes to harmful levels of drinking. It can’t be 
right that it is possible to purchase a can of beer for 
as little as 20p.”

However, Christopher Snowdon, who has written 
reports on minimum pricing, told the BBC that 
no-one knows if the proposal would have any effect 
at all.

“Low prices are a good thing,” he said. “Decades 
ago, people spent 10% of their income on alcohol – 
it’s more like 5% now. But I think it’s an extremely 
regressive way to treat people like lambs with the 
Government as the shepherd. It’s not going to stop 
people getting howling drunk on a Saturday night.

“The poorest will be hit the most and it’s only 
those on six-fi gure salaries like doctors and 
politicians who will be the winners.”
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Kings Manor: 132 - 140 New Bridge Street 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2SZ Telephone 0191 2321618

Hadrian Border 
Brewery Tap

10 Handpulls
Local & National Ales, Ciders & Lagers

Snacks Available
FREE Venue Hire

FREE PA Hire
Live sports on 4 big Screens
Pool Table & Quiz machine

All the Best For 2013 
to all our customers

KINGS MANOR
Where Every Day is a festival

15 Handpulls - 12 Real Ciders
Snacks Available

Wednesday 23rd January
An Evening of Music, Song, 
Stories & a Few Surprises

Entertainment led by Canny Crack

Buskers Night every 
2 weeks On Tuesdays

� e Boathouse, Station Road, Wylam, NE41 8HR
Telephone 01661 853431

Follow @� eKingsManor    Like us on Follow @BoathouseWylam    Like us on
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Three Horseshoes
THE NEW LOOK

Maiden Law, Lanchaster, Durham, DH7 0QT 
01207 520900 • www.glencairnsinns.co.uk

COUNTY DURHAM’S LATEST GASTRO INN
ON THE DURHAM MOORS BUT ONLY A SHORT DRIVE  

FROM THE METRO CENTRE & DURHAM CITY

LOCATED ON THE A6076 NEAR LANCHESTER

FRESH FOOD EXPERTLY PREPARED BY OUR TEAM OF CHEFS

A FREE MEAL VOUCHER FOR USE IN JAN/FEB WILL BE  
GIVEN TO ALL DINERS IN DECEMBER

Log fires • Private dining • Weddings • Garden • Parking • Cask Ale

Kings Manor: 132 - 140 New Bridge Street 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2SZ Telephone 0191 2321618

Hadrian Border 
Brewery Tap

10 Handpulls
Local & National Ales, Ciders & Lagers

Snacks Available
FREE Venue Hire

FREE PA Hire
Live sports on 4 big Screens
Pool Table & Quiz machine

All the Best For 2013 
to all our customers

KINGS MANOR
Where Every Day is a festival

15 Handpulls - 12 Real Ciders
Snacks Available

Wednesday 23rd January
An Evening of Music, Song, 
Stories & a Few Surprises

Entertainment led by Canny Crack

Buskers Night every 
2 weeks On Tuesdays

� e Boathouse, Station Road, Wylam, NE41 8HR
Telephone 01661 853431

Follow @� eKingsManor    Like us on Follow @BoathouseWylam    Like us on

Hadrian Border Brewery would like 
to wish a very Happy Christmas and 
New Year to all our customers and 
consumers. We look forward to your 
continued support in 2013
� e Brewery is working � at out 
towards the festive season, 
after a record breaking year

Our Yuletide tipple will be the 
12 Hops of Christmas at 4.8% 

Brewed using Crystal Rye and Caramalt. 
It uses 12 specially selected hops added at 
di� erent stages of the boil to give a rich 
hoppy fruity Christmas drink. We have 
a link on the website to allow direct buying 
of all our bottled products. Please check 
the site for details as we now bottle seven 
of our regular beers. What a great present 
for the man (or indeed lady) in your life

Tel. 0191 264 9000
www.hadrian-border-brewery.co.uk
admin@hadrian-border-brewery.co.uk 

WINE WITH SUZANNE LOCK AND BILL OSWALD

Steering 
towards port
Steering 
towards port
Steering 

We are at that time of year 
when our drinking habits 
change towards something 
special. Fortifi ed wines are very 
special for us at Advintage and 
port plays an important part 
in our festive proceedings.

There are many different styles 
of port and the name itself and 
the region where the grapes 
are grown are protected by 
international agreements. Other 
countries can make fortifi ed wine 
from red grapes, but are not 
allowed to call it port. 

All port is made 
from native 
Portuguese 
grape varieties; 
names that 
we may not be 
familiar with, 
and though 
more than 20 
are allowed in the 
port blend, in reality 
only fi ve or six are 
used. Grapes such as 
touriga nacional, tinto 
cao and tinta barroca 
are of high extract in 
colour, acidity and 
tannin, and when 
blended together, are fortifi ed 
with grape spirit to make a rough 
port that is around 20% alcohol 
by volume. These basic port 
wines are undrinkable when 
young due to the high tannins 
and raw spirit which need a few 
years to mature – two to three 
years for basic ruby port and 
decades for tawny and vintage.

Ports are categorised by ageing 
differences. Bottle-aged ports, 
and wood- (or barrel-) aged ports 
are known as tawnies, while 
white ports are made from white 
grape varieties. The modern style 
is not normally aged in barrels; 
they are fresh and crisp and 
usually served as an aperitif. 

Bottle-aged ports are ruby, 
late bottle vintage (LBV) and 
vintage. Ruby, a young port, is a 
blend of different years’ grapes, 

aged for two to three years. 
Reserve port is made from better 
quality ruby ports, aged in large 
pipes for four to six years. 

Crusted uses the highest quality 
ruby ports and is traditionally 
blended in the UK with the year 
of bottling stated on the label. 
As the wine matures in bottle it 
throws a sediment or crust.

Late bottle vintage – blends 
of grapes from different estates 
and from one harvest (vintage) – 
are aged for at least four or six 

years in barrels and bottled 
when ready to drink. 

The year of harvest is 
stated on the label.

Vintage port is of 
the highest quality 
and the most 
expensive; only the 
best grapes from 

one year are used. 
Aged only two years 

in pipes, they spend 
many years developing 
in the bottle; up to 
50 years for some. 

Wood aged ports are 
those aged in wood for 
many years and lose 
their original colour and 

fl avours, the red colours fading 
to a reddish brown as the wines 
gently oxidise. These ports may 
look faded but are of excellent 
quality. Tawny Ports usually have 
an indicated aged on the label. 
A10-year-old will be made from 
wines that have had an average 
of 10 years in the barrel; still 
reddish, the tannins fading, and 
at around 20 years taking on a 
dried fruit and nutty fl avour.  

Whichever ports you choose 
this festive season, relax and enjoy 
the unique taste of Portugal.    
Join Suzanne Lock and Bill 
Oswald at www.Advintagewine.
co.uk for regular wine tastings, 
wine weekends and holidays. 
Tarragona 2013, September 
16-22, seven nights DBB, fl ights 
from Newcastle to Reus, four 
days wine tasting, £739pp

All ports are 
made from native 
Portuguese grape 
varieties . It is the 
perfect drink for the 
festive season

allowed to call it port. 
All port is made 

are allowed in the 
port blend, in reality 
only fi ve or six are 

years in barrels and bottled 
when ready to drink. 

The year of harvest is 
stated on the label.
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and the most 
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Aged only two years 

in pipes, they spend 
many years developing 
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The beer
Wylam Brewery’s fl agship 
Gold Tankard and Collingwood 
from the same stable are 
about as local as you can get 
– travelling barely a handful 
of miles. The beer is generally 
in cracking form and the 
wine list is impressively all-
encompassing.

Where is it? Not far off the B6318 Military 
Road 12 miles west of Newcastle and the A69 
trunk road. Stamfordham sits about six miles 
from Prudhoe and Wylam and roughly seven 
from Stocksfi eld. It’s barely 30 minutes out of 
Tyneside, yet a world away. The stone-built pub 
borders the large village green.

It bears an air 
of quiet effi ciency

THE BAY HORSE INN, STAMFORDHAM
PUB PROFILE
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OVERVIEW

The six-bedroomed pub straddles 
the pub-restaurant-hotel genre 
and works hard at all three with 
decent ales and fi ne dining – plus 
“ordinary” sandwiches – wrapped 
up in a relaxed atmosphere. 
The aroma of woodsmoke and a 
notice that offers money off a pint 
for customers bringing in their 
own game – partridge, pigeon 
and pheasant – are hallmarks of 
country life and an indication of 
a less frenetic pace. The clop of 
horseshoes is about as loud as 
the ambient noise gets – apart 
from the rooks in the churchyard 
next door.

Landlord: Kevin Laing
The Bay Horse Inn, South Side, 
Stamfordham, Northumberland 
NE18 0PB 
T: 01661 855469

� e Bay Horse looks enormous from the village green but 
is much more intimate than that � rst impression gives. � e 
wood-panelled, leather-clad sitting room is reminiscent of 
a cruise liner’s � rst-class lounge. Two semi-abstract and 
intensely powerful paintings by Colin Moss contrast with 
its stateliness but make the framed movie posters hanging 
in the bar – Casablanca and Breakfast At Ti� any’s – appear 
somewhat out of place.
� e pub proudly promotes its own � ock of sheep kept at 
South Dissington Farm, near Ponteland, and lamb features 
highly on the traditionally British menus (impressive � ai 
� shcakes are geographic exceptions). � e bar, with its small 
dining area, bears the air of quiet e�  ciency that smart 
hotels have. � e beer garden is a quiet retreat and a sun-
trap – ideal for a dog to pant after a thirsty walk.

The food
Locally sourced wherever 
possible, simple and effective. 
For example, beer-battered 
cod fi llet, hand-cut chips 
and mushy peas (£11.95), 
or pan-seared lamb’s liver 
with bacon, champ mashed 
potatoes and onion gravy 
(£10.95).
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NEWS

Cheers editor Alastair Gilmour has 
been awarded Regional Writer of 
the Year by the British Guild of Beer 
Writers. He’s no stranger to the 
accolade, having won it several times 
while writing on The Northern Echo 
and The Journal newspapers.

“It’s still a great feeling, though,” he says. 
“To be judged by your peers as the best at 
what you do is very special. I’m very proud.”

The prestigious award is doubly pleasing 
as it’s for the work that has appeared 
in Cheers North East. Chairman of the 
judges, Ben McFarland, had some good 
things to say about the magazine.

“We were every impressed with 
Cheers,” he announced at the Guild’s 
annual dinner in London. “It’s a fantastic 
read full of news, comment, humour – 
and best of all – a token wine column 
crowbarred onto the back page! If every 
town had one of these newspapers then 
more people would drink better beer.”

Alastair says: “Really, this is for every 
reader and supporter – I couldn’t have got 
this without your contribution – sometimes 
unwittingly. Huge, huge thanks.”

The Head of Steam group of pubs is well 
into its annual Stuff The Supermarkets 
campaign where, in the period leading 
up to Christmas, it offers some terrifi c 
take-home deals in an effort to divert 
people’s hard-earned cash from the multi-
national operators. Beers available in 
party-sizes – 18, 36 and 72-pint containers 
are particularly keenly priced. Bottled 
gift packs are going well too. And, Head 
of Steam pubs are hosting a Northern 
Irish Beer Festival with rare ales from 
Clanconnell, Hilden and Whitewater 
breweries. Beers such as Headless Dog 
(4.2% abv), Clotworthy Dobbin (5.0% abv) 
and Molly’s Chocolate Stout (4.2% abv) 
are proving ever-popular and are arriving 
during the week beginning December 10.

And 
a pat 
on the 
back

It’s a festive & 
festival time

Bombs away

Cheers editor Alastair Gilmour has 

on the 

Beer with the 
Commons touch
The member of parliament for 

Houghton and Sunderland South 
went behind the bar at the House of 
Commons recently to pull pints of her 

local beer – Double Maxim..
Bridget Phillipson MP arranged for Double 

Maxim to be featured in the Strangers’ Bar and 
invited Maxim Brewery sta�  to Westminster to join 
her for the � rst pouring. � e House of Commons 
reported strong sales on the opening night.

Mark Anderson, managing director of Houghton 
le Spring-based Maxim Brewery, said: “Our 
premium ale, Double Maxim, dates back to 1901 
and it’s thanks to Bridget Phillipson that we’re able 
to show it o�  in our nation’s Parliament.

“As a small business, it’s vital that politicians 
are aware we provide a vital boost to the economy, 
that are a highly skilled and technically challenging 

Cheers North East reader Geo�  Evans 
sent us a story from Physics World 
magazine (is this getting like Have I 
Got News For You?) about Operation 

Teapot. � is was a 1955 experiment by the US 
Atomic Energy Commission where they wanted 
to test what nuclear war survivors would drink.

� ey apparently placed bottles and cans of 
beer at di� erent distances from a bomb blast site. 

industry, and most importantly, produce a great 
tasting ale.”

It was particularly good timing for raising the 
pro� le of a North East ale as it was during the week 
that the Commons debated the beer duty escalator 
and the e� ects taxation, legislation and “pre-
loading” is having on many struggling pubs. 

Mark Anderson said: “� e increase in beer 
duty of 42% has actually caused a direct pub price 
increase of 88% – equivalent to 38p per pint – and it 
is beyond belief that the country’s national drink is 
not protected like in France or Italy.”

Bridget Phillipson said: “I’m delighted Double 
Maxim by all reports that sales of Double Maxim in 
the Strangers’ Bar are going strong. It’s important 
to support the work of local businesses such as 
Maxim Brewery who have a long and proud history 
of producing quality– real ale.” 

Surprisingly, almost all of the cans survived the 
blast with some of the bottles being smashed only 
by � ying debris. � e 17-page report concluded 
that the radioactivity of the beer “was well within 
the permissible limits for emergency use”. One 
o�  cial even claimed that while some of the beer 
“had slight � avour changes” the taste was still “of 
commercial quality”. So, come the next nuclear 
weapon crisis, reach for your can.

STRANGERS BAR: Mark Anderson and Bridget Phillipson MP
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A-Z PUB GUIDE
THE RED LION
North Bitchburn Terrace, 
North Bitchburn, 
DL15 8AL
t: 01388 763561 

THE ROYAL OAK
7 Manor Rd, Medomsley 
Village, DH8 6QN 
t: 01207 560336

THE SCOTCH ARMS
Blackhill, Consett, DH8 8LZ
t: 01207 593709

THE SMITHS ARMS
Brecon Hill, Castle Dene, 
Chester le Street, DH3 4HE
t: 0191 3857559

THE SHIP
Low Road, 
Middlestone Village, 
Middlestone, DL14 8AB 
t: 01388 810904

THE SPORTSMANS ARMS
Moor End Terrace, 
Belmont, DH1 1BJ
t: 0191 3842667

THE SQUARE & COMPASS
7 The Green, 
West Cornforth, 
Ferryhill, DL17 9JQ
t: 01740 653050

THE STABLES
Beamish Hall Hotel, 
Beamish, DH9 0BY
t: 01207 233 7333 

THE STABLES
West Herrington, 
Houghton le Spring, 
DH4 4ND
t: 0191 584 9226 

THE THREE HORSESHOES
Pit House Lane, Leamside, 
Houghton le Spring,
DH4 6QQ
t: 0191 584 2394 

THE WHITE LION
Newbottle Street, 
Houghton le Spring, 
DH4 4AN
t: 0191 5120735

THE WHITEHILLS
Waldridge Road, 
Chester le Street, 
DH2 3AB
t: 0191 3882786

THE WILD BOAR
Frederick Place, 
Houghton le Spring,  
DH4 4BN
t: 0191 5128050

THE VICTORIA INN
86 Hallgarth Street, 
Durham, DH1 3AS
t: 0191 3860465

THREE HORSESHOES
Maiden Law, Durham, 
DH7 0QT
t. 01207 520900

YE OLDE ELM TREE
12 Crossgate, Durham City,  
DH1 4PS 
t: 0191 386 4621

NORTH YORKSHIRE

THE CROWN INN
Vicars Lane, Manfi eld, 
DL2 2RF 
t: 01325 374243

THE DOG & GUN
Coopers Lane, Potto, 
DL6 3HQ
t: 01642 700232

THE WHITE SWAN
1 West End, Stokesley, 
TS9 5BL 
t: 01642 710263

CUMBRIA
THE BEER HALL
Hawkshead Brewery,
Mill Yard, Staveley, LA8 9AR
t: 01539 825260 

NORTHUMBERLAND

ADAM & EVE
Prudhoe Station, 
Low Prudhoe, NE42 6NP
t: 01661 832323

BAMBURGH CASTLE INN
Seahouses, NE68 7SQ
t: 01665 720283 

BARRASFORD ARMS
Barrasford Hexham,
NE48 4AA
t: 01434 681237 

BARRELS
59-61 Bridge Street, 
Berwick,TD15 1ES
t:01289 308013
  
BATTLESTEADS HOTEL
Wark, Hexham, NE48 3LS
t: 01434 230209
www.battlesteads.com
  
CROSS KEYS
Thropton, Rothbury, NE65 7HX
t: 01669 620362 

CROWN & ANCHOR INN
Market Place, Holy Island, 
TD15 2RX
t: 01289 389215 
 
DIPTON MILL INN
Dipton Mill Road, Hexham, 
NE46 1YA
t: 01434 606577
e: ghb@hexhamshire.co.uk
www.diptonmill.co.uk 

DOCTOR SYNTAX
New Ridley Road, Stocksfi eld, 
NE43 7RG
t: 01661 842383
 
DUKE OF WELLINGTON
Newton, NE43 7UL
t: 01661 844446 

DYKE NEUK
Meldon, Nr Morpeth, NE61 3SL
t: 01670 772662

ERRINGTON ARMS
Stagshaw, Corbridge, 
NE45 5QB
t: 01434 672250 

JOINERS ARMS
Wansbeck Street, 
Morpeth, NE61 1XZ
t: 01670 513540

JOLLY FISHERMAN
Craster, Alnwick, NE66 3TR
t: 01665 576461

MASONS ARMS
Rennington, Alnwick, 
NE66 3RX
t: 01665 577275

MINERS ARMS
Main Street, Acomb, NE46 4PW
t: 01434 603909

LION & LAMB
Horsley, NE15 0NS
t: 01661 852952

NEWCASTLE HOTEL
Front Street, Rothbury, 
NE65 7UT
t: 01669 620334 

OLIVERS
60 Bridge Street, Blyth, 
NE24 2AP
t: 01670 540356 

RED LION INN
Stanegate Road, 
Newbrough, Hexham, 
NE47 5AR
t: 01434 674226
www.redlionnewbrough.co.uk

RIVERDALE HALL HOTEL
Bellingham, NE48 2JT
t: 01434 220254
www.riverdalehallhotel.co.uk

THREE HORSESHOES
Hathery Lane, Horton, 
Cramlington, NE24 4HF
t: 01670 822410 

THREE WHEATHEADS
Thropton nr Rothbury, NE65 7LR
t: 01669 620262
e: info@threewheatheads.co.uk
www.threewheatheads.co.uk

3 WISE MONKEYS
24 Fenkle Street, Alnwick
NE66 1HR

TWICE BREWED INN
Military Road, Bardon Mill, 
NE47 7AN
t: 01434 344534
e:info@twicebrewedinn.co.uk
www.twicebrewedinn.co.uk  
  
THE ALLENDALE INN
Market Place, Allendale, 
Hexham, NE47 9BJ
t: 01434 683246

THE ANCHOR HOTEL
Haydon Bridge, NE47 6AB
t: 01434 688121

THE ANCHOR INN
Whittonstall, Nr Consett,
DH8 9JN
t: 01207 561110

THE ANGEL INN
Main Street, Corbridge,
NE45 5LA
t: 01434 632119

THE BAY HORSE
South Side, Stamfordham
NE18 0PB
t. 01661 855469

THE BLACK BULL
Middle Street, Corbridge,
NE45 5AT
t: 01434 632261 

The Black Bull

Bridge Street, 
ar worth, 

NE  B
 
t:  7 3 7
 

Real Ale, Real Fire, Real Pub
Hire Porky’s Hog Roast any 
party, any time

THE BLACK BULL
Matfen, NE20 0RP
t: 01661 886330 

THE BLACK BULL INN
Etal, TD12 4TL
t: 01890 820200 

THE BLUE BELL
Hill Street, 
Corbridge,
NE45 5AA 
t:01434 632789

THE BLUE BELL
Mount Pleasant
West Mickley, Stocksfi eld
NE43 7LP
t:01661 843146

THE BOATHOUSE
Wylam, NE41 8HR
t: 01661 853431

THE BOATSIDE INN
Warden, Hexham, NE46 4SQ
t: 01434 602233

THE BRIDGE END INN
West Road, Ovingham 
Prudhoe
NE42 6BN
t:01661 832219

THE BURNSIDE
Longhoughton, NE66 3JQ
t: 01665 577303

THE CARTS BOG INN
Langley on Tyne, 
Hexham, NE47 5NW
t: 01434 684338  

THE CRASTER ARMS
The Wynding, Beadnell,
NE675AX
t. 01665 720 272

THE CROWN
Allendale Road, Catton, 
NE47 9QS t: 01434 683 447

THE CROWN INN
Humshaugh, Hexham, NE46 4AG
t: 01434 681 231

THE DIAMOND INN
Main Street, Ponteland,
NE20 9BB t: 01661 872898

THE DYVELS INN
Station Road, Corbridge, 
NE45 5AY
t: 01434 633 633

THE FEATHERS INN
Hedley on the Hill, 
Stocksfi eld, NE43 7SW 
t: 01661 843 607
  
THE FOX & HOUNDS
Main Road, Wylam, NE41 8DL
t: 01661 853246 

THE GOLDEN LION
Hill Street, Corbridge, 
NE45 5AA
t. 01434 632216
e: thegoldenlion77@gmail.com
www.goldenlion-corbridge.co.uk

THE GOLDEN LION
Market Place, Allendale, 
NE47 9BD
t: 01434 683 225 

THE HADRIAN HOTEL
Wall, Hexham, NE44 4EE
t: 01434 681232

THE HERMITAGE INN
23 Castle Street,
Warkworth, NE65 0UL
t: 01665 711 258 

THE HORSESHOES INN
Rennington, Alnwick, 
NE66 3RS
t: 01665 577665  
 
THE JOINERS ARMS
Newton-by-the-Sea, NE66 3EA
t: 01665 576 239
 
THE LINDISFARNE INN
Beal, TD15 2PD
t: 01289 381 223 

THE MANOR HOUSE
Caterway Heads
Shotley Bridge, DH8 9LX
t: 01207 255268

THE MANOR INN
Main Street, Haltwhistle,
NE49 0BS
t: 01434 322588 

THE NORTHUBERLAND ARMS
Felton, NE65 9EF
t: 01670 787370

THE OLDE SHIP INN
9 Main Street,  Seahouses, 
NE68 7RD
t: 01665 720 200

THE PACKHORSE INN
Ellingham, Chathill, NE67 5HA
t: 01665 589292

THE PILOT INN
31 Low Greens, 
Berwick upon Tweed, 
TD15 1LZ
t: 01289 304214

THE PLOUGH
Village Square, 
Cramlington, NE23 1DN 
t: 01670 737633

THE RAILWAY HOTEL
Church Street, Haydon Bridge, 
NE47 6JG 
t: 01434 684254

Cheers is all about pubs in the North East 
and this should be a good place to start...

COUNTY DURHAM

BUTCHER’S ARMS
Middle Chare,  
Chester le Street, DH3 3QB
t: 0191 388 3605 

CROXDALE INN
Front Street, Croxdale, DH6 5HX
t: 01388 815727

DUN COW
37 Old Elvet, Durham, DH1 3HN
t: 0191 386 9219

GREENBANK HOTEL
90 Greenbank Road, 
Darlington, DL3 6EL
t: 01325 462624

HEAD OF STEAM
3 Reform Place, Durham, 
DH1 4RZ
t: 0191 3832173

NUMBER TWENTY-2
22 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington, DL3 7RG
t: 01325 354590
e: rew@villagebrewer.co.uk
www.twenty2.villagebrewer.co.uk 
 
OLD MILL HOTEL
Thinford Road, Metal Bridge, 
Coxhoe, DH6 5NX
t: 01740 652928  

SUN INN 
Houghton Road, Newbottle, 
DH4 4EG
t: 0191 584 1019 

SURTEES ARMS
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill, 
DL17 0DH
t: 01740 655724

THE AVENUE INN
Avenue Street, 
High Shincliffe,  DH1 2PT
t: 0191 386 5954 

THE BAY HORSE
28 West Green, 
Heighington, DL5 6PE
t: 01325 312312 

THE BEAMISH MARY INN
No Place, Nr Beamish, DH9 0QH
t: 0191 370 0237

THE BLACK HORSE
Red Row,Beamish, DH9 0RW
t: 01207 232569

THE BLACK LION
Wolsingham, 
Bishop Auckland, DL13 3EN
t: 01388 527772

THE BRITTANIA INN
1 Archer Street, Darlington 
County Durham, DL3 6LR 
t: 01325 463787

THE CHELMSFORD
Front Steet, Ebchester,
DH8 0PJ
t: 01207 565811

THE COUNTY
13 The Green, Aycliffe Vilage, 
County Durham, DL5 6LX 
t: 01325 312273

THE CROSS KEYS
Front Street, Esh, DH7 9QR
t: 0191 3731279

THE DERWENTSIDE
101 Durham Road, Blackhill, 
Consett, DH8 8RR
t: 01207 590919

THE DUN COW
Primrose Hill, Bournmoor, 
DH4 6DY
t: 0191 385 2631 

A-Z PUB GUIDE
Cheers is all about pubs in the North East 
 You can pick up your copy of cheers at any of these great pubs...

THE DUN COW
Front Street, Sedgefi eld,
TS21 3AT
t: 01740 620894 

THE FLOATER’S MILL
Woodstone Village, 
Fence Houses, DH4 6BQ
t: 0191 385 6695 

THE GARDEN HOUSE INN
North Road, Durham, 
DH1 4NQ
t: 0191 3863395

THE GEORGE & DRAGON
4 East Green, Heighington 
Village, DL5 6PP
t: 01325 313152

THE GREY HORSE
115 Sherburn Terrace, 
Consett, DH8 6NE
t: 01207 502585

THE HALF MOON INN
86 New Elvet, Durham, 
DH1 3AQ 
t: 0191 3741918

THE HONEST LAWYER
Croxdale Bridge, Croxdale, 
DH1 3HP 
t: 0191 3783782

THE JOHN DUCK
91A Claypath, Durham City, 
DH1 1 RG

THE MANOR HOUSE HOTEL
The Green, West Auckland, 
DL14 9HW 
t: 01388 834834

THE MANOR HOUSE INN
Carterway Heads, 
Shotley Bridge, DH8 9LX
t: 01207 255268

THE MARKET TAVERN
27 Market Place, Durham, 
DH1 3NJ
t: 0191 3862069

THE MILL 
Durham Road, 
Rainton Bridge, 
DH5 8NG 
t: 0191 5843211

THE MINERS ARMS
41 Manor Road, 
Medomsley, DH8 6QN
t: 01207 560428

THE NEWFIELD INN
Newfi eld, Chester le Street, 
DH2 2SP 
t: 0191 3700565

THE OAK TREE
Front Street, Tantobie, 
Stanley, DH9 9RF 
t: 01207 235 445

THE OLD WELL INN
The Bank, Barnard Castle
DL12 8PH
t: 01833 690 130

THE PLOUGH
Mountsett, Burnopfi eld, 
NE16 6BA
t: 01207 570346

THE PUNCH BOWL INN
Edmundbyers, 
DH8 9NL
t: 01207 255545 

THE QUAKERHOUSE
2 Mechanics Yard, 
Darlington, DL3 7QF
t: 07783 960 105

THE QUAYS
5 Tubwell Row, Darlington, 
DL1 1NU
t: 01325 461448
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THE RAILWAY INN
Acklington, Morpeth, 
NE65 9BP
t: 01670 760 320

THE RAT INN
Anick, Hexham, NE46 4LN
t: 01434 602 814 

THE RIDLEY ARMS
Stannington, Morpeth, NE61 6EL
t: 01670 789216

THE RED LION
22 Northumberland Street, 
Alnmouth, NE66 2RJ
t: 01665 830584
www.redlionalnmouth.co.uk

THE RED LION INN
Milfi eld, Wooler, NE71 6JD
t: 01668 216224
www.redlioninn-milfi eld.co.uk

THE ROBIN HOOD 
East Wallhouses 
Military Road
Newcastle, NE18 0LL
t: 01434 672273

THE SEVEN STARS
21 Main Street, Ponteland, 
NE20 9NH
t: 01661 872670

THE SHIP INN
Marygate, Holy Island,  TD15 2SJ
t: 01289 389311

THE SUN INN 
Acomb, NE46 4PW
t: 01434 602934

THE SUN INN
High Church, Morpeth, 
NE61 2QT
t: 01670 514153

THE SWINBURNE ARMS
31 North Side, 
Stamfordham, NE18 0QG,
 t: 01661 886707

THE TAP & SPILE
Eastgate, Hexham,  NE46 1BH
t: 01434 602039 

THE TRAVELLERS REST
Slaley, Hexham, NE46 1TT
t: 01434 673231
www.travellersrestslaley.com 

THE WELLINGTON
Main Road, Riding Mill, NE44 6DQ
t: 01434 682531  
 
THE WHEATSHEAF
St Helens Street, Corbridge, 
NE45 5HE
t: 01434 632020

THE VICTORIA HOTEL
1 Front Street, Bamburgh, 
NE69 7BP
t: 01668 214431  

THE VILLAGE INN
Longframlington, Morpeth
NE65 8AD
t. 01665 570268
www.thevillageinnpub.co.uk 
 
YE OLDE CROSS
32 Narrow Gate, Alnwick
NE66 1LG
t. 01665 602735

TEESSIDE

BEST WESTERN GRAND 
HOTEL
Swainston Street, 
Hartlepool, TS24 8AA
t: 01429 266345
e: grandhotel@
tavistockleisure.com 

BRITANNIA INN 
65 High Street, Loftus, 
TS13 4HG
t: 01287 640612

CLEVELAND BAY
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, 
TS16 0JE 
t: 01642 780275

THE SALUTATION
5 West Road, Billingham, 
Cleveland, TS23 1BP
t: 01642 559119

THE FISHERMANS ARMS
Southgate, The Headland, 
Hartlepool, TS24 0JJ
t: 01429 266029

THE RAT RACE
Hartlepool Railway Station, 
Hartlepool, TS24 7ED

TYNE & WEAR

ALUM ALE HOUSE
Ferry Street, South Shields, 
NE33 1JR

ASHBROOKE SPORTS CLUB
Ashbrooke Road, 
Sunderland,SR2 7HH
t: 0191 528 4536

BACCHUS
42-48 High Bridge, 
Newcastle, NE1 6BX
t: 0191 2611008

BARCA ART CAFE
68 Front Street, Tynemouth,
NE30 4BT
t: 0191 272 8357

BENTON ALE HOUSE
Front Street, Longbenton
NE7 7XE
t: 0191 2661512

BEST WESTERN ROKER HOTEL
Roker Terrace, 
Sunderland, SR6 9ND
t: 0191 5671786
e: info@rokerhotel.co.uk

BIRTLEY ALE HOUSE
Durham Road, Birtley,
DH3 2PQ 
t: 0191 4100593

BLUE BELL
Fulwell, Sunderland SR6 9AD
t: 0191 5494020

BOWES INCLINE HOTEL
Northside, Birtley, 
Gateshead, DH3 1RF
t: 0191 410 2233

BRIDGE HOTEL
Castle Square, Newcastle, 
NE1 1RQ
t: 0191 232 6400
e: info@sjf.co.uk

BRIDLE PATH
101 Front Street, Whickham, 
NE16 4JJ
t: 0191 4217676

BRITANNIA
3 Boldon Lane, Cleadon,  SR6 7RH
t: 0191 536 4198 

CHESTERS
Chester Road, Sunderland, SR4 7DR,
t: 0191 5659952

CUMBERLAND ARMS
12 Front Street, Tynemouth, 
NE30 4DZ
t: 0191 2571820
www.cumberlandarms.co.uk

DELAVAL ARMS
Old Hartley, NE26 4RL
t: 0191 237 0489

CROWN POSADA
31 Side, Newcastle, 
NE1 3JE t: 0191 2321269

FITZGERALDS
60 Grey Street, Newcastle, 
NE1 6AF t: 0191 2301350

FITZGERALDS
10-12 Green Terrace, 
Sunderland, SR1 3PZ
t: 0191 5670852

FITZGERALDS
2 South Parade, 
Whitley Bay, NE26 2RG
t: 0191 2511255

FREE TRADE INN
St Lawrence Road, Byker, 
Newcastle, NE6 1AP
t: 0191 265 5764

HUGOS
29 Front Street, Tynemouth 
NE30 4DZ
 t: 0191 2578956

ISIS
26 Silksworth Row, 
Sunderland, SR1 3QJ
t: 0191 5147684

LADY GREY’S
20 Shakespeare Street, 
Newcastle, NE1 6AQ
t: 0191 2323606

LOLA JEANS
The Arcade, Front Street,
Tynemouth,
NE30 4BS
t: 0191 257 7601

LYH
10 Northumberland Road, 
Newcastle, NE1 8JF
t: 0191 2321308

MAGNESIA BANK
1 Camden Street, North Shields, 
NE30 1NH
t. 0191 257 4831

NEWCASTLE ARMS
57 St Andrews Street, 
Newcastle, NE1 5SE
t: 0191 260 2490

ODDFELLOWS
7 Albion Road, North Shields, 
NE30 2RJ t: 0191 2574288

POPOLO
82 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle,
NE1 6SF  t: 0191 2328923

RED LION
Redcar Terrace, West Boldon,
NE36 0PZ,
t: 0191 536 4197

RISTORANTE FIUME
16 Bonemill Lane, Washington, 
NE38 8AJ
t: 0191 4150007

ROCKLIFFE ARMS
Algernon Place, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 2DT 
t: 0191 2531299

ROSIES BAR
2 Stowell Street, NE1 4XQ
t: 0191 2328477

SHIREMOOR HOUSE FARM
Middle Engine Lane, North 
Shields NE29 8DZ
t: 0191 2576302

SUN INN
Market Lane Swalwell, 
Gateshead NE16 3AL
t: 0191 442 9393

TILLEYS BAR
105 Westgate Road, Newcastle, 
NE1 4AG
t: 0191 232 0692

TOBY BARNES
Durham Road, Sunderland
SR2 7RB
t: 0191 5285644
www.tobycarvery.co.uk

TWIN FARMS
22 Main Road, Kenton Bk Ft, 
NE13 8AB 
t: 0191 2861263

TYNEMOUTH LODGE
Tynemouth Road, 
North Shields, NE30 4AA
t: 0191 257 7565

THE BARLEY MOW INN
Durham Road, Barley Mow, 
Birtley, DH3 2AH
t: 0191 410 4504

THE BEEHIVE
Hartley, Lane, Earsdon,
NE25 05Z
t: 0191 2529352

THE BERKELEY TAVERN
Marine Avenue, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 1LY
t: 0191 2527755

THE BLACK HORSE
68 Front Street, Monkseaton, 
NE25 8DP 
t: 0191 2536931

THE BOATHOUSE
Water Row, Newburn, NE15 8NL
t: 0191 2290326

THE BODEGA
125 Westgate Road,
Newcastle NE1 4AG
t: 0191 221 1552

THE BRIAR DENE
71 The Links, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 1UE 
t: 0191 2520926

THE BRANDLING ARMS
176 High Street, Gosforth, 
NE3 1HD 
t: 0191 2854023

THE BRANDLING VILLA
Haddricks Mill Road,
South Gosforth, NE3 1QL
t: 0191 2840490

THE BROAD CHARE
25 Broad Chare, Trinity 
Gardens, Quayside, Newcastle, 
NE1 3DQ
t: 0191 211 2144

THE CAUSEY ARCH INN
Beamish Burn Road, 
Marley Hill, Newcastle, 
NE16 5EG 
t: 01207 233925

THE CENTRAL
Half Moon Lane, Gateshead, 
NE8 2AN t: 0191 4782543
e: central@theheadofsteam.
co.uk

THE CENTURION
Neville Street, Newcastle,
NE1 5DG, 
t: 0191 261 6611

THE CHILLINGHAM
Chillingham Road, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE1 1RQ
t: 0191 265 3992

THE CLOCK
Victoria Road, East Hebburn, 
NE31 1YQ, 
t: 0191 424 1134  

THE CLUNY
36 Lime Street, Ouseburn, 
Newcastle, NE1 2PQ
t: 0191 230 4474

THE COCK CROW INN
Mill Lane, Hebburn, NE31 2EY
t: 0191 428 5730 

THE COPT HILL
Seaham Road, Houghton le 
Spring, DH35 8LU
t: 0191 5844485

THE COTTAGE TAVERN
North Street, Cleadon, SR6 7PL
t: 0191 519 0547 

THE COUNTY
High Street, Gosforth, NE3 1HB
t: 0191 285 6919 

THE COURTYARD
Arts Centre, Biddick Lane, 
Washington, NE38 8AB
t: 0191 219 3463 

THE CUMBERLAND ARMS
James Place Street
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE6 1LD
t: 0191 265 6151
www.thecumberlandarms.co.uk

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
High Bridge, Newcastle 
NE1 1EN
t: 0191 261 8852

THE FIVE SWANS
St Marys Place, Newcastle, 
NE1 7PG 
t: 0191 2111140

THE GRAND HOTEL
Grand Parade, Tynemouth
NE30 4ER
t: 0191 293 6666

THE GREEN
White Mare Pool, 
Wardley, Gateshead, 
NE10 8YB
t: 0191 4950171

THE GREY HORSE
Front Street, East Boldon, 
NE36 0SJ 
t: 0191 519 1796 

THE HARBOUR VIEW
Benedict Street, Roker, 
Sunderland, SR6 0NU
t: 0191 5671402

THE HEAD OF STEAM
2 Neville Street, Newcastle 
NE1 5EN
t: 0191 230 4236

THE HOTSPUR
103 Percy Street, Newcastle
NE1 7RY
 t: 0191 2324352

THE JOB BULMAN 
St Nicholas Avenue, Gosforth, 
NE3 1AA, 
t: 0191 2236320

THE KEELMAN
Grange Road, Newburn, 
Newcastle  upon Tyne, NE15 8NL
t: 0191 267 1689
e: admin@biglampbrewers.co.uk
www.biglampbrewers.co.uk

THE KEEL ROW
The Gate, Newcastle, NE1 5RF
t: 01912299430

THE KINGS ARMS
Beech Street, Deptford, SR4 6BU
t: 0191 567 9804 

THE KINGS ARMS
West Terrace, Seaton Sluice, 
NE26 4RD
t: 0191 2370275

THE KINGS MANOR
32-140 New Bridge Street, 
Newcastle, NE1 2SZ

THE LAMBTON ARMS
Eighton Banks, Gateshead,
NE9 7XR 
t: 0191 487 8137

THE LOW LIGHTS TAVERN
Brewhouse Bank, 
North Shields, NE30 1LL
t: 0191 2576038

THE MALTINGS
9 Claypath Lane, South Shields, 
NE33 4PG 
t: 0191 4277147 

THE MARQUIS OF GRANBY
Streetgate, Sunniside, 
NE16 5ES
t: 0191 4880954 

THE MID BOLDON CLUB
60 Front Street. East Boldon, 
NE36 0SH

THE MILE CASTLE
52 Westgate Rd, NE1 5XU
t: 0191 2111160

THE MILL HOUSE
Blackfell, Birtley,
DH3 1RE
t: 0191 415 1313 

THE MILLSTONE HOTEL
Hadricks Mill Road,
South Gosforth, NE3 1QL
t: 0191 285 3429

THE NEW BRIDGE
2 -4 Argyle Street, 
Newcastle, NE1 6PF
t: 0191 2321020

THE NORTHUMBRIAN PIPER
Fawdon House,  
Red House Farm Estate, 
Gosforth, NE3 2AH
t: 0191 2856793

THE OLDE SHIPS INN
Durham Road, 
East Rainton, DH5 9QT, 
t: 0191 5840944

THE PACKHORSE
Crookgate, Burnopfi eld, 
NE16 6NS
t: 01207 270283

THE PAVILION 
Hotspur North, 
Backworth, NE27 0BJ
t: 0191 2680711 

THE PERCY ARMS
Queens Road, Walbottle, 
NE15 8JB
t: 0191 2648071

THE PORTHOLE
11 New Quay, North Shields, 
NE29 6LQ
t: 0191 2576645

THE POTTERS WHEEL
Sun Street, 
Sunniside, NE16 5EE
t: 0191 4888068
e: potterswheelpub@gmail.com
www.potterswheelpub.com

THE PRIORY
Front Street, Tynemouth
NE30 4DX
t. 0191 257 8302

THE QUEEN VICTORIA
206 High Street, 
Gosforth, NE3 1HD
t: 0191 2858060

THE RAVENSWORTH ARMS
Lamesley, Gateshead,  NE11 0ER
t: 0191 487 6023 

THE RISING SUN
Bank Top, Crawcrook, NE40 4EE
t: 0191 4133316

THE ROBIN HOOD
Primrose Hill, Jarrow, 
NE32 5UB
t: 0191 428 5454

THE SIR WILLIAM DE 
WESSYNGTON
2-3 Victoria Road, Concord, 
Washington, NE37 2JY
t: 0191 418 0100

THE STEAMBOAT
27 Mill Dam, South Shields
NE33 1EQ
t: 0191 454 0134

The Th ee Tu
Sheriffs Highway, 

ateshead, NE  SD
t:  4 7
www.thethreetuns.com

reat ran e of real ales 
and ies

i e usic  ni hts a week

o ed  lub  1st Sunda  of 
e er  onth.

THE TURKS HEAD
41 Front Street,Tynemouth,
NE30 4DZ
t: 0191 2576547

THE VICTORY
Killingworth Road,
South Gosforth,NE3 1SY
t: 0191 285 1254 

THE WHEATSHEAF
26 Carlisle Street, Felling, 
Gateshead,NE10 OHQ
t: 0191 4200659
www.biglampbrewers.co.uk

Pink Lane, Newcastle, 
NE1 5HX 
 
www.thetownwall.com

THE TOWN WALL

YOUR PUB NOT LISTED?
Call us on 01661 844115 
to be in the next edition
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FUN STUFF

The Dirty Dozen
Twelve puzzlers to get you… puzzling

1. According to Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
tradition, who was Adam and Eve’s son?

2.  What is Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s claim 
to fame?

3.  A4 paper measures 297x210mm, what size 
is A0?

4.  Which well-known fashion house fi rst 
made its fortune as an offi cial supplier of 
uniforms to the SS and Hitler Youth?

5. In heraldry what does a bar (or bend) 
sinister signify?

6. Which honour has been awarded to 
Winston Churchill, Neil Armstrong, John 
Glenn (tice) and the New York Yankees nine 
times?

7.  How many leaves does a shamrock have?

8.  What is the name of the woman who is the 
unoffi cial emblem of France?

9. What do the numbers on the opposite sides 
of a dice always add up to?

10.  Who featured on the cover of the fi rst 
Playboy in 1953?

11. Which organisation bears the inscription 
Blood And Fire?

12. What colour is zero on a roulette wheel?

*Questions set by Luis de Avendano for 
the Triske Tavern, Madrid, weekly pub quiz 
(Mondays 10pm). Pub Quiz setters – send 
your best 12 to alastair@cheersnortheast.
co.uk and we’ll feature them and your pub.

PUB 
QUIZ

THE DOGS
Blue the dog’s canine adventures in beer

I’m still in shock. Did you see last 
month’s Cheers Dirty Dozen – the 
food and drink special, where 
question number seven asked… 
asked… I can hardly bring myself 
to repeat it… asked… What in 
restaurants in China is referred to 
as ‘fragrant meat’?

I didn’t actually see the answer 
myself although I was poring over 
the mag, but The Mistress grabbed 
it from under my nose and started 

testing The Master on his knowledge 
(he knew all the drinks answers, 
believe it or not). Then she squealed 
when she saw what it was and 
wouldn’t tell him until I was shoo-
ed out the room. So, I listened at 
the door and heard her say quite 
low, ‘number seven isn’t aromatic 
chicken, you nitwit, it’s dog. That’s 
why I had to hoof him into 
the kitchen.’

Dog? I ask you. Do they eat dog 

in China? Do they have Pekinese 
for breakfast and gradually build 
up during the day to something 
larger for dinner? Something like… 
Dalmatian? Do they have puppy fat 
on the side? Do they share their 
meals with pedigree chums? 
What do they drink with it – 
Canineda Dry? Shih tzu!

Well, that’s it, I’m going to make 
sure every time either of them rings 
the local Chinese to order a takeaway 

I bark very loudly so the guy on the 
other end can’t hear properly. I can 
just imagine The Master saying, 
‘What the hell have they delivered? 
I asked for crispy won ton chicken 
and they’ve given us a truckload 
of crackling.’

Then he’ll get extra mad because 
I’ll have lapped up his Flying Dog 
Doggie Style Pale Ale while he’s been 
at the door. Do they drink dogs in the 
US? Oh dear.

Picture Quiz
One fermenting beer may look a lot like 
another fermenting beer so we’ve given 
you a cryptic clue to each brewery. 
1 Roman Emperor on the edge. 
2 Darkly cast from the family. 
3 Check this Saaz alternative.

QUIZ ANSWERS 
1 Seth. 2 The world’s fi rst female prime minister (Ceylon, 
later Sri Lanka). 3 One square metre. 4 Hugo Boss. 5 An 
illegitimate son. 6 A New York ticker-tape parade. 7 Three. 
8 Marianne. 9 Seven. 10 Marilyn Monroe. 11 The Salvation 
Army. 12 Green.

PICTURE QUIZ ANSWERS 
1 Hadrian Border Brewery. 2 Black Sheep Brewery. 3 Zatec 
Brewery, Czech Republic (Zatec is Saaz in German).

1.

3.

2.
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Beer-Inn Print (Est 1997)

Our product range covers material from England, Belgium, France, 
The Netherlands, Germany and the U.S.A. They will be of interest to 
beer drinkers, memorabilia lovers, brewers, publicans, bar designers 

plus many more beer enthusiasts. 
We deliver by mail order and can also ship abroad.

Specialists in Beer Books, Postcards,
Posters & Signs

Long High Top, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, HX& 7PF
Tel: 01422 844437    Email: beerinnprint@gmail.com 

order online at: www.beerinnprint.co.uk

G.A. WEDDERBURN & CO. LTD.

Tony Franklin
Tel: (023) 8022 7645

www.wedderburn.co.uk

• EPOS SYSTEMS

CASH REGISTERS

LICENCED TRADE SPECIALIST

SERVING THE N.E. FOR 15 YEARS

•

•

•

Lashbrooks.com

T: 01642 482629/489720
E: lashbrookuk@hotmail.co.uk
www.lashbrooks.com

BASED IN THE NORTH EAST, 
SUPPLYING THE NORTH EAST!!

EPOS SYSTEMS & CASH REGISTERS
TILL ROLLS & CONSUMABLES

For more information on how to 
advertise your services, vacancies 
and events contact  Gillian Corney 
or Philippa Gibson on 01661 844115 

CLASSIFIED

Our Knowledge =

YOUR SUCCESS
DICK ATTLEE

Real Ale Technical Services

T: 0191 597 9668

M: 07722 631787 
E: dick@ratsbeer.co.uk

WYLAM

www.wylambrewery.co.uk
TEL: 01661 853377

JOIN THE REAL ALE REVOLUTION

DUTY PAID!

FOUND IN ALL THE BEST REAL ALE PUBS

BREWERY

PROPER

BEER
SINCE 2000

Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale 
revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution

THE LAUNDRY 
THAT DELIVERS
...everything!!

Do you need: Napkins, Table linen, Tea towels, Oven cloths, 
Polishing cloths, Chef whites, Duvet, Duvet covers, Pillow cases, Sheets, Towels, Bath mats, Bathrobes

JDC Laundry offer laundry services & linen hire on everything you can think of for your business. We pride 
ourselves on quality and reliability as we know our customers do too. 

Looking to change suppliers or sick of doing your own? 

Call us for a no obligation quote

Collection & Delivery throughout the North East

Telephone: 01434 634234
julian@jdc-laundry.co.uk

Station Yard, Corbridge Workshops, Corbridge, Northumberland, NE45 5AZ

JDC
Domestic & Commercial 

Laundry Service & Linen Hire
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