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“Been a long day?” enquired Bill the
barman, sympathetically. “Yep,” I sighed,
“It’s tough at the top, but even tougher in
the squeezed middle.” “You need therapy,”
said Bill, moving towards a
Theakyons font that I hadn’t seen
before. “Lightfoot,” he explained,
“light, crisp, and very refreshing.” I raised
the pale gold liquid to my lips, taye
buds aquiver with anticipation. Then a
subtle aroma wafted into my nostrils.
It smelled of…of…yes, definitely of…
of peaches and honey. Bill
nodded sagely, “So you got the
peah and honey then. Just wait until you
taye it.” I didn’t wait. I took a grateful
gulp. It was hoppy. It was floral. It was
the moment I’d been looking forward
to all day without even knowing it.
The cares of the
world xoughed
off my shoulders and
lay in a metaphorical
heap at my feet. “Aye,” declared my
saviour behind the bar, “at times
like these it’s not essential oils you need.
It’s essential ales.” [ [ [ [ [

“A moment
later the
barman was
giving me
aromatherapy.”

Savour Every Moment.
theakstons.co.uk
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Power to the people. The phrase is
particularly appropriate this month
as far as the beer-loving public is
concerned. All of our pub-related
organisations have been urging us
for months to sign an e-petition that
demanded the dropping of the beer
duty escalator, the scheme whereby the
tax on our national drink increases by
2% above the rate of inflation each year.

The rules say that any e-petition that attracts 100,000 signatures has
the right to have its voice heard in Parliament – and guess what, all of
us who logged on have achieved that. It’ll be a cue for louder voices and
noisy protests, but thanks to all.
Similarly across the Atlantic where President Barak Obama’s recipes for
home-brew had been kept under wraps until 13,000 people signed an
online petition demanding to know it. Someone even filed a freedom of
information request. Again, guess what? People power forced its release
– and Cheers North East has commissioned a faithful version to be
brewed by Newcastle home-brewer Ken Oliver which will be put on the
counter of The Courtyard Bar at Washington Arts Centre (Washington,
get it?) on American election day, November 6. As it’s home-brew it can’t
legally be sold but proceeds will go to the Bobby Robson Foundation.
Further details will appear in November’s Cheers.
Elsewhere in this issue we’ve gone ghost hunting for Hallowe’en, we visit
the region’s newest microbrewery, highlight the trouble that a name can
cause, take a trip to a Faroe Islands brewery, and sing the praises of cider.
October is cider month – and also when we celebrate Oktoberfest in our
own sweet way.
So, get out to the pub – you never know what’s there waiting for you.
Cheers,
Alastair Gilmour, editor
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When you have finished with
this magazine please recycle it

Whilst every effort has been made
to ensure accuracy, the publisher
cannot accept responsibility for
omissions and errors. All material
in this publication is strictly
copyright and all rights reserved.

OUR SPONSORS
Another beer venture
Sonnets way

Wylam Brewery
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Alastair Gilmour, editor
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Not in my
name
The normally
very friendly beer
business has shown
its other side with a
demand from one
brewery to another
to change its name –
or else. It’s a shame,
but it highlights an
all-too real problem

Pub crawls
A-Z pub guide

PUB SPIRITS
With Hallowe’en in mind at
the end of the month we
ask a team of ghost
hunters how they summon
up spirits – particularly the
ones in pubs. But don’t
expect them to be a creepy,
spiders’ web-draped gang
– they are perfectly normal.
Sticks and stones
Names can hurt

28

Isleshave
another
The Faroe Islands,
poking out of the
Atlantic half-way to
Iceland, are the source
of some innovative
brewing practices.
It’s not all fish and
seagulls there either,
but unusual beer and
dreams of whisky

“ The craft beer market is one of the only sectors in the pub industry that has shown strong growth
in recent years and I’m really excited about playing a role in it.” MARK HIRD, SONNET 43 BREW HOUSE
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BUDWEISER
BREWERY TRIP

Make a note of the
location of the bestkept and best-poured
Budweiser Budvar in
the North East and win
a three-day trip to Ceske
Budejovice in beautiful
Bohemia to take a tour
of the iconic brewery.
See the announcement
on page 20.
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The End for
battle winners

Germany
calling
Geltsdale Brewery –
sitting just yon side of the
Northumberland Cumbria
border at Brampton – is
set to produce a new ale
every month, starting with
Oktoberfest (5.2% abv).
Oktoberfest is a Marzenstyle Munich bier (slightly
darker-coloured lager),
traditionally drunk throughout
the Oktoberfest season.
The Geltsdale version is brewed
to a slightly higher gravity
than in Germany and has an
emphasis on Pilsner, Pale
and Crystal Malts to produce
an auburn-coloured, fullbodied, robust and rounded
mouth-feel with a clean,
crisp slightly toasted finish.
The beer is
hopped with
German
Hallertau
and Tettnang
hops to give
a lager-style
dry bitterness
with a
subtle hint
of vanilla.

The Great
North Slurp

T

Newcastle-based Hash
House Harrriers have
been providing a beer
stop at the 10.5-mile
point of the Great North Run
for the past 12 years. This is
followed by a post-event run
– with some more beer – for
anybody who needs a winddown after the half-marathon.
Hash House is a noncompetitive running club
where the emphasis is on
the social benefits of group
activity – and as it calls itself “a
drinking club with a running
problem” the members obviously
don’t take it too seriously.
Hash House representative
Keith Hudson says: “We have
a great working relationship
with Hadrian Border Brewery
and were joined at the Great
North Run this year by Tyne
Bank. We had nine gallons of

beer which we dished out in 800
measures over 50 minutes on
the day and we do our best to
promote the brewery as we do it.”
Newcastle Hash House Harriers
– the name is derived from a
hotel in Kuala Lumpur where the
weekend’s excesses would be run
off on a Monday – meet every
Wednesday evening (7pm) for a
run, plus the first Sunday of every
month (11.15am) at a different
location each time – usually a pub.
“Our runs are a ‘hare-andhounds’ format, where a ‘hare’ lays
a trail – we use flour – that the
pack has to follow,” says Keith. “The
trails are organised so that runners,
joggers and walkers of all ages and
abilities complete the course in
approximately the same time.
“Come along and run for fun
– a small subscription of £2.50
covers a drink and snack after each
event.” Details: www.nhhh.net

The Allendale Brewery End range
is a series of short-run, limitededition beers featuring either
single or rare hops, unusual
beer styles, or “extreme” styles.
They are denoted by a number
rather than name, and the most
recent – Simcoe Single End 22 –
was announced the winner of the
Durham Camra 32nd Beer Festival
battle of the beers competition.
The beer was produced using
Simcoe hops from the US after
brewer Neil Thomas started taking
note of the surge in popularity of
the flavour-full style.
Durham festival sponsors
Wetherspoons has placed
a substantial order for the
Simcoe Single, so expect to see
it across the North East in the
coming weeks.

EEH! NUMBERS

8,578,000,000
The amount in US
dollars that brewing
giant Anheuser-Busch
InBev – brewers of
Budweiser, Stella
Artois, Beck’s, Bass
and Leffe – earned
in 2011.

something

for

everyone

Great Beer, Exhibition, Brewery Tours,
Farm Walk, Snacks to Dinners,
Weddings & Private Parties, Shop
OPEN Sunday to Tuesday
10.30am - 5.00pm
Thursday to Saturday
10.30am - 9.00pm

Tel: 01661 886192 • info@highhousefarmbrewery.co.uk • www.highhousefarmbrewery.co.uk
MATFEN, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE20 0RG
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Don’t bank
on tenners
Wylam Brewery’s Matt Boyle passes on a word of
warning: “Look out for dodgy tenners,” he says.
Wylam’s delivery drivers have picked up four in
recent weeks and are such good reproductions
they were easy to miss in a bundle. “We have
narrowed the source down to two pubs which I’d
rather not name at the moment,” says Matt. “But
the quality of them is frightening. We have now
issued our drivers with ultra-violet readers which
will pick up any discrepancies.
“We could do with the landlords being more
vigilant too, as sometimes the only way you find
out is when you come to bank them.”
We’re not allowed to print images of banknotes, so
you’ll just have to do with the Monopoly money above.

Participation
intense – beer tents

T

he folks at Jennings
Brewery in Cumbria
have had an extremely
busy summer, despite
dismal weather trying to put paid
to outdoor fun. The Jennings
Charity Family Fun Day was an
exception, however, when the sun
shone and around 600 enthusiasts
turned up to enjoy the fun.
With unbelievable support
from local communities and
businesses, the Anthony Nolan
Trust – Jennings’ chosen charity
– received more than £1,200.
A rainy day didn’t stop more
than 1,000 cyclists taking to the
roads on the Jennings River Rides.
Thousands were raised for the

Cumbria Community Foundation
which provides grants to the more
disadvantaged people in the county.
Jennings was the one of the main
sponsors for the popular Grasmere
Sports and Show which featured
hound trails, dog shows, fell-running,
falconry and traditional Cumberland
and Westmorland wrestling
(above). Heavy showers ensured
the Jennings beer tent remained a
popular destination and the seasonal
Crag Rat proved the hit of the day
when the September ale arrived.
And the Taste Cumbria Beer
Festival organised by Camra at
Jennings Brewery at the end of
September featured 75 beers from
microbreweries around Cumbria.

OCTOBER SPECIALS IN STOCK NOW

£69.99

£69.99

£59.99

£69.99

WE STOCK OVER 100 CASK ALES EVERY MONTH!

For further details contact Diane Myers on: 0191 385 1600 or email: diane.myers@lwc-drinks.co.uk
october 2012 cheers 5
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Here’s to
Progress

Action Sports Photography / Shutterstock.com

White House
in-house
brewhouse

to offer it to voters. One of the oldest political
clichés states that people vote for the person
they would most like to have a beer with – and
Mr Obama’s rival in the November election,
Mitt Romney, a Mormon, does not drink.
“As far as we know, the White House Honey Brown
Ale is the first alcohol brewed or distilled
on the White House grounds,” says
Sam Kass. “George Washington
brewed beer and distilled whiskey
at Mount Vernon and Thomas
id someone mention
Jefferson made wine, but there’s
“election stunt”? As
no evidence that any beer has
Barack Obama seeks
been brewed in the White House.”
a second term in
The honey comes from a
the Oval Office, the White House
has chosen to reveal the recipe to
hive installed last year on the
its homemade beers, Honey Ale and
White House South Lawn.
Honey Porter.
So, guess what Cheers North East is
about to do? We’ve invited Newcastle
Apparently the president bought a
President Obama
home-brewer Ken Oliver to brew
home brewing kit for the White House
has been taking the
as close to the recipes as possible
kitchens last year, and although rumour
beer with him on the
– then on American election night
has it he hasn’t been near it since,
campaign trail and
(November 6) we’ll offer it to drinkers
assistant chef Sam Kass has been honing
has been known to
in Washington. That’s Washington,
his fermenting skills with the help of
offer it to voters.
County Durham, of course – The
America’s craft brewing movement
Courtyard Bar at Washington Arts
– and the recipes have been released
Centre which is renowned for its
following national demand. They were
comprehensive selection of cask ales and great
kept under wraps until 13,000 people signed an
food. And, as it’s homebrew we can’t sell it, but
online petition demanding to know it, and someone
donations will be given to charity. More details
even filed a freedom of information request.
in the November issue of Cheers and at www.
President Obama has been taking the beer with
cheersnortheast.co.uk nearer the time.
him on the campaign trail and has been known

D

Black Sheep Brewery’s 20th
anniversary year hit the spot
with a special brewing of its new,
single-hopped Progress (4.0%
abv), a rich fruity autumnal ale.
On Friday September 14 at 7.30
on the dot, the ale was mashed in
exactly two decades on from the
first Black Sheep brew – which,
incidentally, was so bitter it had to be
thrown away. The next day’s brew in
1992 had been pre-ordered by Marks
& Spencer to kick off its range of
own-brand beers and that obviously
turned out much better as the
Masham, North Yorkshire, enterprise
has since developed out of all
expectations. Here’s to Progress!

Beerhasthe
Commons touch

Wylam Brewery was one of a number
of Northumberland-based companies
to be invited to the House of
Commons to show off what the county
has to offer in food and drink. The
venture was organised by Hexham MP
Guy Opperman and supported by Visit
Northumberland and Hadrians Wall
Heritage. And even David Cameron
took a tour of the producers’ stands.
Feedback – as far as beer was
concerned – has been positive with
the consensus being “this is nice –
where can we get it down here?”
“It was a very busy day,” said Su
Kay, sales manager at Wylam Brewery,
“but we were privileged to be invited.”

6 cheers october 2012
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Roll out the bratwurst
The Brandling Villa in South
Gosforth has captured the fun
and frolics of Oktoberfest – the
fabled Munich Beer Festival.
From Thursday October 11 until
Saturday 13 the pub adopts the
full German accent with beer, food
and music to match.
Oktoberfest is a 16-day festival
held annually in Munich in Bavaria,
running from late September to the
first weekend in October. It is the
world’s largest fair, with more than
six million people from around the
world descending on the beer tents
to celebrate the 16-day extravaganza.
In the Brandling Villa version there
are 53 draught beers to sample,
including the official Munich
selection from Spate, Hofbrau,
Lowenbrau, Hacker Pschorr,
Paulaner and Augustiner – plus
Schneider Weiss, Fruh Kolsch,
Dortmunder Dab and also special
Oktoberfest brews from Mikkeller,
Dark Star, Camden, Brooklyn
and Marble.

“We’ve also got a huge selection of
Bavarian scran,” says Dave Carr,
the Brandling Villa’s enterprising
landlord. “We’ve got bratwurst,
kasespatzle, roasted ham hocks,
schnitzel, salted cheese, giant
pretzels and even curry wurst. Our
chef Sammy Dee has been having
a field day.
“We’ll have the place all decked
out – the girls can wear dirndls if
they like – but we didn’t want to
go down the oompah band route.
We thought that was a bit cheesy,
so we’ve got the Backworth brass
band, but it’s not going to be “Roll
Out The Barrel”.
Oktoberfest is an important part
of Bavarian culture, having been
held since October 12 1810 when
Crown Prince Ludwig – later to
become King Ludwig I – was
married to Princess Therese of
Saxe-Hildburghausen. The citizens
of Munich were invited to attend
the festivities held on the fields in
front of the city gates to celebrate

Hallowe’eK AT LYH

Three Horse shoes

27th Oct
30th Oct
31st Oct
3rd Nov

FESITIVAL

I Am Maiden (live) 8pm £4
Shaun of the Dead 8pm
Hallowe’en Quiz
Rock @ LYH Hallowe’en Party 8pm

During Hallowe’ek we’ll have the following ales on sale:
Caledonian Deuchars IPA (3.8%)
Wychwood’s Hobgoblin (4.5%)
Moorhouse Blond Witch (4.5%)
Thwaites Crafty Devil (4.3%)
Caledonian Devil’s Advocate (4.2%)
Caledonian Scottish Pacer (2.8%).

Food served
from 12 noon daily
find us on Facebook
for further info!

BEER, CIDER & SAUSGAGE
OCT 25TH, 26TH, 27TH,28TH 2012

40 REAL ALES

AND CIDERS

FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

OVER 25 VARIETIES OF

SAUSAGES

FROM AROUND THE WORLD
SATURDAY 27TH - SOUNDS OF
THE DECADES FROM 9PM
BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR
CHRISTMAS DAY & CHRISTMAS FAYRE
WWW.THREEHORSESHOES-HORTON.CO.UK

10 Northumberland Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8JF
Tel: 0191 232 1308
lyh@theheadofsteam.co.uk

THREE HORSESHOES, HIGH HORTON, CRAMLINGTON NE24 4HF

TEL: 01670 822410

8 cheers october 2012
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the happy royal event.
At Oktoberfest, only beer conforming
to the Reinheitsgebot – the German
purity law – at a minimum of
approximately 6.0% abv may be
served. The beer must also be
brewed within the Munich’s city limits
of Munich.
The Brandling Villa’s events list
continues next month with a repeat
of the Movember festival where
customers are encouraged to grow a
moustache during November for charity.
“We’ll even have The Demon Barber
from Newcastle here – complete
with barber’s chair,” says Dave Carr.
*Brandling Villa Oktoberfest
details: 0191 284 0490 or www.
brandlingvilla.co.uk

Finalists pipped
to top title
The Publican’s Morning
Advertiser Great British Pub
Awards have been notable
over the past two years for
producing overall winners
from Northumberland.
The Feathers at Hedleyon-the-Hill was voted Great
British Pub of the Year in
2011 and Battlesteads in
Wark took the title in 2010.
So, when The Village Inn
from Longframlington and

The Three Horseshoes at
High Horton made it to the
finals in separate categories
last month, the expectations
were naturally high. It wasn’t
to be, however – the country’s
best pub for 2012 is The Lass
O’Gowrie in Manchester. OK,
you can’t win them all, but
it’s hearty congratulations to
our two representatives – the
pair of you have done the
whole North East proud.

SIGN OF
THE TIMES
Spotted in
Seahouses,
Northumberland
– does the menu
only cater for big
kids or is it the
sheer choice,
we wonder?

Relax and enjoy local real ale, fine wines and
beverages at the Red Lion Inn at Newbrough.

Andy, Sue and Family welcome you to the old coaching
Inn dating back to the 1190’s, that has been brought
back to the 21st century.
The Red Lion boasts two restaurants, Beattie’s and the Stable offering
a selection of freshly made high quality food with a twist at a sensible
price! Both restaurants have log fires to create a comfortable and
homely atmosphere.

Winter Breaks
3 night mid week getaway (Mon-Thurs) 3 nights stay for
the price of 2, total price £140
2 night weekend getaway (Fri & Sat or Sat & Sun)
2 nights for £120 per room
SUNDAY LUNCHES Served 12pm - 2pm ONLY £6.95
Friday 2nd November: Bonfire & Fireworks, live music by
Wild Murphys

5 rooms to let, 4 with en-suite facilities and flat screen TVs

www.redlionnewbrough.co.uk e: redlionnewbrough@hotmail.co.uk T: 01434 674226 see our website for opening times and food service
october 2012 cheers 9
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A month to whet
your apple tight
October is Cider Month, a
celebration of all things apple
and alcohol. More and more
people are discovering for
themselves how deliciously
mellow, aromatic and
intoxicating the flavours of
naturally produced real cider can
be – a far cry from the ice-laden
offerings that really shouldn’t
be blessed with the “C-word”.
Real cider is an age-old
traditional drink produced
naturally from apples and
is neither carbonated nor
pasteurised. However, real
cider is in a similar situation
to that which faced real ale
some 30 years ago with the
number of outlets for the
product diminishing, even in the
West Country, its heartland.

CHAMPION ALES - LEGENDARY PUBS
Daily deliveries across the North East - Tel: 0191 483 6792

Jarrow Brewery
Celebrates their 10th anniversary
October the 4th 2012

A new ale has been brewed for the occasion
ARBIEA’S X at 5% abv
The brew will be available to the trade
week commencing1st Oct 2012 and will be
officially launched at a Celebratory party
at the Robin Hood Jarrow, the original
home of the Jarrow Brewery on Thursday
October 4th 2012 from 7:30pm.
JARROW ALES

The situation with perry
– which is made from pears
– is even worse, as it is rarely
available away from the farm
gate. It is well worth the effort of
tracking down some real ciders
and perries, as unlike real ale
which can be produced at any time
of the year, real cider and perry can
only be made when the fruit is ripe.
Cider may use a mixture
of bittersweet and bittersharp
cider apples or sweet dessert
apples, or a mixture of the
two. Perry is normally made
from perry pears, but can be
made from dessert pears.
The choosing, pressing and
blending of the fruit is just as
much of a craft as making beer
and produces a vast range of
tastes, styles and aromas similar
to those produced in fine wine.
And like wine, each year’s fruit
produces a unique vintage.
Harvest time for cider fruit is
roughly from September to
November, and by October
production is in full flow.

CIDER &
SAUSAGE FEST

19TH & 20TH OCTOBER
ASHBROOKE SPORTS CLUB
SUNDERLAND

A VARIETY OF OVER 30
CIDERS & PERRYS

WILL BE AVAILABLE !!
ADMISSON

£5

INCLUDES
FIRST DRINK

AND ALSO A CHOICE
SELECTION OF LOCALLY
PRODUCED HOT SAUSAGES
WILL ALSO BE ON SALE

FRIDAY 19TH 6PM -10PM & SATURDAY 20TH 2PM - 9.30PM

“Beers you’d walk a long, long way for!”

TO BOOK TICKETS CALL 0191 5284536

10 cheers october 2012
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4th Sunderland Octoberfest
Bonded Warehouse, Low
Street, Sunderland SR1 2RQ.
October 4-6
Cider and perry available.
Details: see www.camra.
org.uk/event_detail.
php?id=4&CODE=BF-SUND
Oddfellows Cider Festival
7 Albion Road, North
Shields NE30 2RJ.
October 4-7
10 ciders and perries in the
garden at the pub’s annual
cider festival. Free entry.
Details: 0191 257 4288.
Sunderland Cider Survey
October 5
A crawl around the cider pubs
of Sunderland to see what is
available for the discerning
cider drinker. Starts at
William Jameson (at 7pm),
then Borough, Cooper Rose,
Lambton Worm, Isis, and
ending in the Museum Vaults.
Other outlets may be added.

Ashbrooke Cider & Sausage Fest
Ashbrooke Sports Club, West
Lawn, Sunderland SR2 7HH.
October 19th-20th
More than 30 ciders and
perries and a choice of locallyproduced hot sausages. Fri
6-10pm, Sat 2-9.30pm. £5
entry includes glass and first
drink. Details: 0191 528 4536.
Whitley Bay FC Beer
& Cider Festival
Whitley Bay Football Club, Rink
Way, Whitley Bay NE25 8HP.
October 25-27
A selection of 20 ciders and
perries at the football club’s
first festival. £10 entry includes
glass, programme, pen and three
tokens. Details: 0191 291 3637.

the TOWN WALL
Public House & Eatery

STUCK ON YOU Wylam
Brewery’s Ben Wilkinson
with their new season’s
hops and, right, Mithril’s
new beer. Great minds!

Avast amount of ale
Mithril Ales, set up in April 2010
by Pete Fenwick in a former
stable building in Aldbrough
St John, near Darlington, has
passed the 100 new beers mark.
Pete hit the ton on September
19 – which he reliably informs
us was International Speak Like
A Pirate Day. So, he called the
3.8% abv pale ale 100 Beers On
A Dead Man’s Chest. He has also
brewed Local Hop Nouveau (4.0%
abv) with First Gold hops, grown

CHE24_News_P4-11.indd 11

in the brewery’s garden. Mithril’s
October beers are: Raving
Conkers, a 3.9% abv brown ale;
Trafalgar, a 3.7% abv amber
ale; Jack O’Lantern, a 4.1% abv
golden beer, and the 3.8% abv
pale ale Penny For The Guy.
And, we couldn’t resist
comparing the new pump clip
with this shot of Ben Wilkinson
of Wylam Brewery celebrating
the arrival of the new season’s
hops. Talk about great minds!

you can now take
us home with you...
introducing...

Toon Waal Bottled Ale
crafted exclusively for us by
our friends at Wylam Brewery
Find us on Pink Lane, NE1 5HX
www.TheTownWall.com
@TheTownWallPub

october 2012 cheers 11
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OPEN AND SHUT CASE
Simon and Dawn Miles
have had to change the
name of their Brew Star
brewery

12 cheers october 2012
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FEATURE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Not in my
name

Just when we all thought the pub and beer industry was one
of co-operation and friendliness, along come the legal eagles,
writes Alastair Gilmour

S

wait until they’d got too big and it would have
olicitors’ letters have been flying
been more difficult for them to change.”
around two of the North East’s
Simon Miles is now resigned to the enforced
most enterprising companies –
change and has little appetite for a fight. But he’s
and the result is depressing.
downhearted at the way the matter was raised,
Morpeth-based Brew Star, a microbrewery set up
first hearing the news via a legal missive.
barely nine months ago, has been forced to change
“It was a full-on attack, a solicitor’s letter
its name because of a perceived confusion with
which was very aggressive,” he says. “A phone
Brewster’s, a Lincolnshire brewery. On a similar
call to discuss it might have been nice.
theme, Jack Cain’s Gin, the popular brand marketed
“Our solicitor advised that it wasn’t clear-cut
by John Boyle, managing director of Wylam Brewery
and that it could have cost us £15-£20,000 if we’d
and business partner Jim Golightly, has lost a legal
lost – then we would still have to go through the
tussle with Cain’s Brewery of Liverpool over the
expense of changing the name. It’s not just about
right to use the name Cain. Both companies have
the money though, it’s the anxiety it
tried to reason with their respected
caused. We were totally gutted.”
opponents, but eventually have
John Boyle is of the same
thrown in the towel.
opinion, having used the
Brew Star has now
name Jack Cain for several
changed its name to
years. “We can’t use it any
Anarchy Brew Co –
more,” he says. “It cost us a
something that owners
fair few thousand to defend
Simon and Dawn Miles feel
it, but we eventually gave up.
reflects the brewery’s attitude,
“We came up against
but it’s still a decision they took
Intellectual Property (IP) lawyers,
with some reluctance. Brew Star was
experts in trademarks who, it
derived from a “brewers’ star” symbol,
“It’s not just about
seems to me, see if they can create
a six-pointed star once used widely
the money – it’s the
a bit of work for themselves.
across European breweries. Brewster’s,
anxiety it caused.
They’re ambulance-chasers.
however, felt it was too similar to their
We were totally
“We tried to register ‘Jack C’s’ but
own, then made their position a legal
gutted.”
Jack Daniels’ lawyers got straight
issue without any consultation.
onto us – this thing is global. It’s not
“We’ve been down this route
as if we made the name up – Jack Cain was a real
a number of times with other breweries
person who had an illicit still in the North East.”
using names similar to ours,” says Sarah
Also, as Stan Abbott reports on page
Barton, founder of Brewster’s. “There’s only
28, North Yorkshire-based Black Sheep
a syllable difference with Brew Star. They
Brewery was forced out of the Danish market
obviously haven’t done their research.
when the Faroe Islands’ producer of Black
“When we first set up we were on the other side
Sheep beer took them to the courts.
of it when Bookers Cash & Carry’s solicitor called us
And, some positive advice from the legal editor
in – he’s a specialist in trademarks. Bookers had cans
of The Publican-Morning Advertiser could not
of bitter called Brewsters and we eventually bought
persuade Dawn and Simon Miles to re-think their
the trademark from them. He’s now our solicitor.”
What about Brewsters and Roosters? Hawkshead decision to give up. Peter Coulson is also legal
consultant to the British Institute of Innkeeping,
and Hogs Head? Green Jack and Greene King?
the British Institute of Club Management, and
Those brewing companies seem to exist in utter
the Club & Institute Union, as well as a specialist
harmony and have no truck with name-calling.
in liquor licensing, pub tenancies and leases.
“That’s a different matter,” says Sarah Barton.
He points out: “It would be more or less
“We didn’t do it as a knee-jerk reaction; we
impossible to register the word ‘brewster’ as
wanted to raise it with them as soon as we
an exclusive trademark all over the world. The
found out about their name and didn’t want to
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word is the female equivalent of ‘brewer’ and
as such is generic and, I should have thought,
incapable of being reserved for one company.
“You (Brew Star) are not using the word
‘brewster’ but two words ‘Brew Star’. While it could
be considered a homophone, visually it is distinct
and separate and would not in itself lead to any
confusion if it were seen, for example, on a pump clip.
“I think you are in a position to resist this
attempt to change what may be a valuable
name for you, as in my view there is no legal
basis for demanding that you withdraw it.”
But Simon Miles says there’s no going
back. “We’ll have to change all the pumpclips,
the van, the signage on the brewery, labels,
everything. I’ve got to say everyone in the
industry has been very, very supportive of us.”
So, there appears to be no love lost all round.
“A rose by any other name would smell as
sweet”, as Shakespeare queried in Romeo and
Juliet, the classic love and loss story. Obviously
he wasn’t involved in the once amicable,
reasonable and sensible drinks industry.

Win a trip to an
iconic brewery
Budweiser Budvar has offered Cheers
North East readers a fantastic prize for
two people and their favourite publican.
A three-day (two nights) trip to the
iconic brewery in Ceske Budejovice,
Southern Bohemia, Czech Republic,
awaits for simply telling us where the
best-kept and best-poured Budvar in
the North East is – plus in no more than
150 words, why you think it’s the tops.
Picked up from Prague airport, you will
be accommodated in the brewery’s own
four-star hotel. In the evening, you will be
taken to the best pub-restaurant in town.
The following day you will be escorted
to the brewery for a breakfast beer then
discover the whole Budvar brewing process –
including a tasting in the cellars. After lunch
at the brewery tap you will have a chance
to explore the historic town before being
taken to nearby Ceske Krumlov for dinner.
The visit to this fairytale World Heritage Site
will be a great finale to a fabulous break.
See the Budweiser Budvar announcement
on page 20 or visit www.cheersnortheast.
co.uk for details of how to enter.
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FEATURE SONNET 43

New brews
kicking on
The latest investment in microbrewing shows
there’s a lot of confidence in the region’s beer
drinkers, writes Alastair Gilmour

E

Elizabeth Barratt
Browning is better
known for her writing
than raising a glass of
beer to her lips. Yet the Victorian
poet is the inspiration behind the
North East’s newest craft brewery.

Sonnet 43 Brew House, based
at The Kicking Cuddy in Coxhoe,
County Durham, was named
after one of Barratt Browning’s
most recognisable verses – better

known as How Do I Love Thee
– and because she was born and
raised at nearby Coxhoe Hall.
Mark Hird, owner of a number
of independent eateries in the
North East and managing director
of hospitality firm Tavistock Leisure
Ltd, has invested more than £200,000
in setting up Sonnet 43 Brew House.
The 10-barrel (360 gallon capacity)
microbrewery will also form part
of the Kicking Cuddy’s wider

CELEBRATE WITH JAY JAY

Birthday Bash Thursday October 18th from 7.30 pm
FREE Buffet, Live Band, starts 9pm

KINGS
MANOR

Hadrian Border
Brewery Tap
Kings Manor: 132 - 140 New Bridge Street
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2SZ Telephone 0191 2321618

5th Anniversary as Manager, Saturday 20th October
Starts 7.30pm FREE Buffet, Live Band,
The Bandits from 9pm

CAMRA 2012 South West Northumberland and runner up
regional pub of the year 2013

Station Road, Wylam, NE41 8HR Tel: 01661 853431
email: theboathousewylam@live.co.uk www.boathousewylam.info
Open 11am till 11pm everyday except Sun 12pm till 10.30pm
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The range of Sonnet
43 beers will be sold in
Tavistock Leisure’s venues
across the North East ¬– in
Hartlepool, Durham, South
Tyneside, Sunderland and
Gateshead – as well as being
made available to the wider
trade. Beers will include a
session Steam Beer (3.8%
abv), an IPA (4.4% abv), a
Brown Ale (4.7% abv) and an
SONNET’S WAY Mark
American IPA at 5.4% abv.
Hird, above, and Michael
“Sonnet 43 is going to be
Harker get ready to brew “The craft beer
experimental and eventually
market is one of
we’d like to do a pilsner and
transformation into a
the only sectors
a selection of bottled beers,”
traditional brew pub,
in the pub
industry that has says Mark. “We want a
which will ultimately
shown strong
modern take on things and
be known as the
are keen on branding and
Sonnet 43 Brew House, growth.”
brand identity. We secured
Tasting Room and
funding from Business Link’s Regional
Restaurant and will serve craft beers
as well as a variety of classical British Growth Fund for the equipment,
which was a massive undertaking.
cuisine, created with a modern twist
“My wife and I liked the look of
and using locally-sourced produce.
the Kicking Cuddy, plus there was
Mark says: “The craft beer
space next door for the brewery.
market is one of the only sectors in
the pub industry that has
It’s between Newcastle and
shown strong growth
Sunderland, right next to
the A1, which is great
in recent years and
I’m really excited
for access – plus it’s
neutral territory.
about playing
I’m a Newcastle
a role in it.”
lad working in
He took
Sunderland and
a course at
know the rivalry
Brewlab in
all too well.
Sunderland which
“It’s been a big
made him even
rebuild, a labour of
more keen to shovel
love since last January.
malt and get the smell of
By mid-2013 we’ll
fresh hops on his hands.
“Sonnet 43
be looking at a large
He has also has pulled off
is going to be
refurbishment of the pub.”
something of a coup by
experimental
In the brewhouse,
securing the services of
and eventually
we’d like to do
240 new casks sit waiting
Michael Harker, formerly
a pilsner.”
to be filled. They in
of High House Farm
themselves represent
Brewery. Michael had
a hefty investment, but judging
been with the Northumberland
by the high-specification brewing
brewery for nine years but felt the
kit and the enthusiasm that oozes
time was right for a change. Also
out of Sonnet 43’s doors, it won’t
in the Sonnet 43 brewing team is
be long before pubs across the
Owen McGowan, who has been
North East will be waxing lyrical.
taken on as an apprentice.
Mark is extremely happy with
Such is the Hird attention
the way the first four beers have
to detail that he wanted Owen
behaved, though at time of writing
to get the best qualifications in
they’re still in the conditioning tanks.
brewing and production that
“We spend five weeks at
he could – which was more
Brewlab honing the recipes,” he
difficult than he first imagined.
says. “I’m very, very pleased.”
“We eventually got him a course
How Do I Drink Thee? Easy.
with Redcar College as a training
*Sonnet 43 Brew House
provider to take him right through
0191 377 3039.
the brewery route,” he says.

th

d’Achouffe

Birthday
1 Oct-1 Nov
st

It’s the Gnome’s 30th
Birthday!
So throughout October
we will be celebrating
all things chouffe
...featuring all of their
lovely beers!

st

Happy
Birthday

Featuring
La Chouffe
Mc Chouffe
Houblon Chouffe

(all on draught)

Our friends at Duvel Moortgat will also be joining us for a
Belgian Beer and Cheese Tasting night on 11th October
...and you’re all invited!
Tickets £3 - please contact us below for details

new Italian-American
food menu available

The Head Of Steam
3 Reform Place, North Road,
Durham, DH1 4RZ
Tel: 0191 383 2173
durham@theheadofsteam.co.uk

Events at
Black Horse
Beamish
Sunday 4th November
Bonfire Night
Extravaganza

Friday 2nd November
Halloween Party
Live music, fancy dress
and 10 seasonal real
ales on offer.

Fireworks display, kids
carnival rides, candy floss
cart, BBQ, Hog roast and
an outdoor bar offering
10 real ales.

Tickets are £15 per person,
price includes a spooky
cocktail on arrival and a
sandwich from our
Hog Roast.

Free entry from 4pm
Display starts at 6pm

Tel: 01207 232 569
Info@blackhorsebeamish.co.uk
www.blackhorsebeamish.co.uk
R E D

R O W .

B E A M I S H

C O .

D U R H A M

D H 9 0 R W
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Red lion milfield:Layout 1 18/11/2011 15:14 Page 1

The Red Lion Inn
Milfield

Good
Pub Guide

eating out
in pubs

Northumberland
Gazette
Restaurant of the Year

Winner 2011

We are situated 9 miles South of the Scottish Border on
the A698 in Milfield, Wooler, Northumberland NE71 6JD.
Telephone: 01668 216224 www.redlioninnmilfield.co.uk

NEWCASTLE ARMS
AWARD WINNING

CASK ALE PUB

NEWS

Coast to
coast is
Hadrian’s
boast
Confidence at the speed that
brewing beer is moving forward
has prompted Hadrian Border
Brewery to order three new,
20-barrel (5,760-pint) fermentation
tanks, plus a conditioning tank.
“Business is continuing to grow
at a healthy rate with August
surpassing all expectation, despite
the poor summer,” says brewery
manager Martin Hammill. “We
now have Secret Kingdom available
in bottles and specials of late have
included Coast to Coast, brewed

for the Durham Beer Festival
and celebrating the fact that we
now deliver ‘coast to coast’.”
Martin also came up with a
recipe for a beer called Needles
& Pins… Ah! to celebrate the
life and times of close friend
Norman Weatherburn from
the Boathouse in Wylam,
who passed away in June.
“I hope it would be a pint he
would have enjoyed with me.
He would always start the
karaoke with the song.”

WINTER IS APPROACHING, DON’T
GET THE BLUES. LETS CELEBRATE ITS
ARRIVAL AND DRINK SOME BOOZE.
NOVEMBER BEER FESTIVAL

Dates to be comﬁrmed, call Neil for further details
Beers from the top cask brewers of the UK plus
traditional ciders and perrys....not forgetting a dry white
wine for the ladies.
13 handpulls with over 30 beers throughout the weekend

57 St Andrews St, Newcastle NE1 5SE
t: 0191 260 2490 | w: www.newcastlearms.co.uk

Local Real Ales, Homecooked Food
NEW MENU STARTS OCTOBER USING LOCALLY SOURCED PRODUCE
4 ★ B&B Accommodation now available to book online
Homecooked bar menu served:
Wednesday - Sunday 12pm til 2pm and 6:30pm til 9pm
also available ever popular specials board
Roast dinner available every Sunday 12pm till 2:30pm
Wednesday: OAP Lunch Special
Live sports shown • Large beer garden • Free Wifi available
• Large parties catered for

Main Street, Acomb, Hexham,
Northumberland, NE46 4PW
Tel: 01434 602934,
email: suninn.acomb@gmail.com
www.sun-inn-acomb.co.uk
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21st birthday beer
Earlier this year, Deuchars IPA
was voted the number one India
Pale Ale in a consumer poll that
attracted more than 1,000 votes
from ale lovers in and around
the brand’s native Edinburgh.
Brewed only in the city’s
Caledonian Brewery, Deuchars
IPA reflects the best of the
capital’s combination of historic
tradition with modernity. The
cask beer has excited the
industry over the past 21 years,
being instrumental in fuelling
the Scottish ale renaissance
and is a favourite amongst the
likes of crime writer Ian Rankin,
his creation Inspector Rebus,
and comedian Russell Kane.
Its combination of taste and
refreshment is delicious and
slightly fruity, without being
too bitter. Hand-crafted in the
brewery’s original Victorian
brewhouse, the malt infusion and
hop flowers are boiled vigorously

in Britain’s last remaining directfired open coppers, resulting in
a beautifully, balanced flavour.
Here in the North East, we can
claim a great part of the Deuchar
fame. Robert Deuchar came south
from Forfarshire as a young man
and around 1888 began brewing at
the Sandyford Stone Brewery of JS
Arnison in Jesmond, Newcastle.
By 1900 Robert Deuchar Ltd
controlled 40 licensed houses
on Tyneside. He died in 1904
but the company lived on and
was taken over by Newcastle
Breweries in 1953. A separate
Deuchar enterprise, James
Deuchar Ltd, was taken over by
Newcastle Breweries in 1956.
But it’s a name people still
have difficulty with. Deuchars
is pronounced Due-cars, not
Doichers or Dukkers as is often
heard in pubs across the country.
Now it’s time to celebrate 21 years
of Due-cars IPA. Your due one.
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This time to me is a quiet release,
It’s a hug and a handshake, a break and belief.
In gathering together with people we trust,
We all take a moment to remember and fuss.
Sit back and smile and wonder Stand up and laugh about blunders.
Lean a bit closer and gather round beer,
Making a case that you all have to hear.
“Another”, is cried from across the bar,
It’s gusto, it’s guts, it’s all taste and heart.
So, create those moments around you,
When building big plans with a nice view.
Bring me a sonnet, a song, and my wallet,
I love it when beer is the right brew.

3.8% ABV

5.4% ABV

4.7% ABV

4.4% ABV

All available to order from 1st October 2012

Sonnet43 Brewhouse, Durham Road, Coxhoe, Co. Durham, DH6 4HX | 0191 377 3039 | www.sonnet43.com
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FEATURE GHOST HUNTERS

Spirits found
inthe bar
Spending the night in the pub is one thing, but spending
the night in the pub looking for ghosts is an entirely
different proposition, writes Alastair Gilmour

T

here are six of us in the room.
A ouija board and an upturned
glass sit in the middle of the
table, and an electromagnetic
field meter’s red and green lights flicker
intermittently. Talk is of paranormal activity,
“seeing things” and neck hairs rising.
The biggest surprise, however, isn’t the
appearance of some ghostly figure, or a rush of
cold air, but that the other five are all completely,
utterly, maddeningly… normal. Most of the
Spooky Nightz Eventz team – dressed in neat
matching T-shirts – have ordinary jobs and
ordinary lives; they don’t pierce your soul with
a stare and dogs don’t whimper when they
walk past. They have families, drink coffee, and
watch the X-Factor like the rest of the nation.
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One is a builder, one is a tailor and another
is a singer in a boy band, and cross-sections
don’t come much more inclusive than that.
However, they all experience phenomena
from another world and relate tales of spirits
they’ve seen, smelt and talked to. It’s all to easy
to be cynical and to dismiss “believers” as cranks
but as one of the team, Shirley Wilson, says more
than once: “You’ve got to keep an open mind.”
Spooky Nightz Eventz – The Real
Ghostbusters – book rooms in pubs, churches,
community centres and theatres twice a
month and see who or what they can summon
up from wherever. They call it “the ultimate
ghost-hunting experience” and if the effort,
enthusiasm and expenditure on sophisticated
equipment is anything to go by, there surely

can’t be a group of like-minded people anywhere
who are so committed to one objective.
“We’re paranormal investigators – ghost
hunters, if you like,” says Paul Irwin – the
builder – who, with his wife Margaret, are
our hosts for the evening at their home in
High Spen, Gateshead. “We all go to the
Spiritualist Church – I just went along once
to a meeting to see what it was all about.”
Then he was hooked and it’s obvious he
takes a keen interest in the whole concept of
ghost-hunting, particularly in the gadgetry
and gizmos. Perhaps it’s a desire to see
how things work and get to the bottom of a
problem that drives him – and the others.
“It’s something you’re born with,” says Suzie
Pratt – the tailor – following a question about
sixth sense. “I saw my first spirit at the age of
four; it was my grandma and I had never seen
her in life. You see things, feel them, hear lots of
voices, smell things – you can smell cigarettes
if one of them has been smoking. It’s a sense.”
Spooky Nightz Events specialise in visiting
allegedly haunted locations, whether it’s a pub
or a castle, a workplace or a private home. Many
of the more haunted places are outdoors. In the
North East, Marsden Grotto in South Shields is
believed to be one of the most haunted locations
in the country, with sightings of ghosts and
reports of beer disappearing from tankards. A
figure reputed to be Bobby Shafto wanders the
corridors of Beamish Hall in County Durham,
searching for a lost love. (Does the line, “He’ll
come back and marry me” ring in his ears?)
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Halloween at
The Lion & Lamb, Horsley
Halloween themed Quiz Night Sunday 28th Oct from
7.30pm Free pies and peas supper Prize money £150

SPIRITED Paul Irwin,
above, and the team, right.

Things fly off the shelves
about what you are experiencing.
“It’s more of a hobby if you
on a particular night of the
asked the short and tall of it,” says
year at the Black Bull in Etal,
Paul. “People get addicted, they
Northumberland, and across
find if they do one they want
at the coast in Alnmouth, The
to do more. We can’t guarantee
Schooner Hotel capitalises on its
anything and we always say that
other-worldly spirits by promoting
at the start. We’re not witches,
haunted nooks and crannies.
and we can’t summon spirits
“Some people ask us to get rid
up if they don’t want to play.
of the spirit,” says Margaret Irwin
“We ask spirits with the greatest
– the builder’s wife. “We work out
respect to step forward. They don’t
what the problem is – it could be
in a pub, a community centre,
always do, particularly if they
a theatre or anywhere.
sense provocation, but
Sometimes no spirits
if they’re there they’ll
come forward when
come forward. But
we’ve called them
normal life’s like that.
“Sometimes if
but we could have
lights going on
you whistle they’ll
and off and tables
whistle back or they
moving. Some
might speak. There’s
people don’t want
no drink or drugs
rid of the spirit – pubs
involved, everything’s
especially – as they
done with a sober
mind. We might start
make money out of it.
at nine or 10 o’clock at
“We’ll go in and
“I saw my first spirit
night in a pub and go
do a reading – we
at the age of four; it
have all the modern
was my grandma and on through to about
I had never seen her
three in the morning.”
equipment; cameras
in life.”
Suzie Pratt then
and EMF (electro
remarks on batteries
magnetic field) metres.
on their equipment
We’ll also use dowsing
going dead when there’s some
rods, pendulums, crystals
sort of paranormal activity. “It’s
and other technology.
a great indicator,” she says. The
“First of all, though, we’ll do a
first reaction is, “Oh yeh”.
protective prayer so that any spirits
But, a funny thing happens
don’t attach themselves to a person.
about half-way through typing this
You don’t know who they are and
– the batteries on the computer’s
if they’ve been in a building for a
wireless keyboard suddenly give
hundred years they’ve got more
up and, within seconds, those in
right to be there than you have.”
the mouse do exactly the same.
The group is keen not to be
There’s a perfectly logical
accused of foisting opinions
explanation. Isn’t there?
on people – the ghost-hunting
*Spooky Nightz Eventz: www.
experience should be your own
facebook.com/spookynightzeventz
and you alone make the decisions
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Fancy Dress Halloween Party 31st Oct from 6.00pm.
Experience the pub at it’s scariest decorated in
all things spooky • BBQ for all • Free pop and sweets
for the children on the night • Children’s
Entertainer/ Magician.

Telephone 01661 852952 • www.lionlamb.co.uk

Come and experience our
Zombie themed beer festival
including a ghost story evening
on the 31st October and our
Scary Zombie walk on the 2nd
November - we dare you!!

The Steamboat

Best of the Best Halloween Beer Festival
31st October - 4th November
Frighteningly good ales available throughout the weekend

27 Mill Dam, South Shields, NE33 1EQ
(0191) 454 0134
Good Beer Guide, 1989 - 2013

DOG

FRIENDLY

PUB

FREE BRAN TUB SPOOKY PRIZE WHEN
MENTIONING CHEERS NORTH EAST

HALLOWEEN CELEBRATIONS

Spooky Ales, Ghoulish Food, Fancy Dress
Competition plus much much more!!
To find out more telephone Karen on

01890 820200

Cornhill on Tweed, Northumberland TD12 4TL

Ghosts Ghouls
and Witches Galore...
october 2012 cheers 19
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FEATURE HEAD OF STEAM

The pubs
to Head for

Innovation in approach is the name of the
modern pub game, writes Vincent Zeller

T

hese days, pubs need to offer so
much more to draw customers
in – and to keep them within
their four walls. Quiz nights,
special offers, beer festivals and live
sport go a long way towards this but
it’s worth taking a look at what pubs in
The Head of Steam group are up to.
Initiative is at the core of what they do and, dare
we say, theirs are ideas that could be replicated
elsewhere – in another fashion, of course.
The Head of Steam, Durham
Simon Ritson, manager at The Head of
Steam in Durham has organised some great

promotions that will appeal to people who
really care about what they drink and has
developed a terrific reputation for the Reform
Place pub as a centre for imported beers.
The pub’s 100 Beer Challenge runs until
February 1 2013 – an audacious effort to offer
the biggest range of imported beers in the
North East over the coming winter. This is an
enthusiast’s alphabet of beers, from Achel Blond,
through Delirium Nocturnum, St Bernardus
Pater 6 and VB to Weihenstephan Kristal.
Customers who use a special card to “collect”
the different beers will go into a draw to win a
bottle of Crown Ambassador Reserve 2010 (10%

WANTED
For A Great Reward

The location of the best kept and best poured Budvar in the North East. At Budvar UK
we’d like you to tell us where you reckon you get the best pint of draught Budvar in the
North East. What we want you to do is email our man in the North, Jonathan Barnes at
jonathan.barnes@budvar.co.uk and tell him:
1. The name and address of the pub or bar
2. The name of the host
3. Which Budvar draught beers - Original, Dark or Yeast?
4. Now turn beer writer and tell us in not more than 150 words why this is the place
that as far as you are concerned sells the finest Budvar.
Remember its quite legit to mention the ambience, the host, and the bar staff as well as
the quality of the beer itself.

THE REWARD

The entry which our panel of the experts deems to be the best will get a free trip for two for a three
day trip to Budweiser Budvar brewery in the Czech Republic, as will the host of their chosen outlet.
Competition closes on Wednesday October 31st and the winners will be announced in the
November issue of Cheers. To enter you must be over 18. Full details of the competition rules can be
obtained by emailing: Ian Moss at ian.moss@budvaruk.com Promoter: Budweiser Budvar UK Ltd.

Budweiser Budvar UK Ltd, Hamilton House, Mabledon Place, London, WC1H 9BB
Tel: 020 7554 8810, salesdept@budvar.com www.budweiserbudvar.co.uk
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produces Duvel, De Konick, A’chouffe,
Maredsous, Vedett and Liefmans
– will also be joining customers for
a Belgian beer and cheese tasting
night on October 11 ( from 7pm).
A Seafood Season also runs
throughout October, featuring
specialities such as lobster,
Moreton Bay bugs ( from Australia),
shrimp, squid, tilapia, shelled
scallops and squat lobster. Search
out drinks to pair them with.
LYH, Newcastle
The LYH pub on Northumberland
Road, Newcastle (left), has
benefited hugely from a recent
refurbishment. The previous decor
was predominantly green – going
back to when the pub was called
Shamrox’ (Ireland, get it?). The
entrance has been brightened
immeasurably and the uncomfortable
booths replaced by settees and tub
chairs. Unusually for a pub, LYH’s
colour scheme features pale blues.
“It’s nice and bright and, crucially,
customers seem to like it,” says Ian
Taylor, operations and marketing
manager at The Head Of Steam Ltd.
Monday is Movies Night with
abv) from Australia. There were only cinema-based food; Tuesday Comedy
plays the likes of Fawlty Towers with
8,000 bottles of Crown Ambassador
food and drink to match; Wednesday
Reserve 2010 produced and it’s
Quiz Night has food and drink for
believed there are only four left in
winners of each round, and every
the country. The Queen, apparently,
second Saturday
has bottle No1 and
features Rock
The Head of Steam
with Newcastle
has number 6,868.
veteran DJ Mel.
And, the
All week, too,
pub celebrates
there’s live sport and
D’Achouffe’s 30th
particularly football.
birthday between
A new menu has
October 1 and
been introduced,
November 1. As well
featuring a range
as its regular five
of New Zealand
bottled Chouffes
gourmet pies. They
from Belgium, the
are also available
pub will also have La
in Tilleys and The
Chouffe unfiltered blonde,
Cluny in Newcastle
McChouffe unfiltered dark “It’s nice and bright
and , crucially,
and are selling like...
and, as a special treat, the
customers seem to
well, hot pies.
triple-hopped Houblon
like it.”
The LYH range of
Chouffe, all on draught.
drinks has also been
A collector card scheme
expanded to include cocktails which
will reward customers buying each
complement its range of six real ales,
of the three draught beers and four
lagers and bottled beers – and in a
of the bottles with instant prize of a
glass, T-shirt, mini-chouffe (gnome), bid to implement the city council’s
aim to make Newcastle a more
or bottle of beer and will be entered
“European” destination, the pub has
into a draw to win a big wooden
applied to put an outdoor decking
gnome or 1.5-litre bottle of Big
area on Northumberland Road for
Chouffe at the end of the month.
customers to sit and enjoy whatever
Staff from Belgium’s Duvel
sunshine pays the region a visit.
Moortgat company – which
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GOSFORTH’S HIDDEN GEM

Set in tranquil surroundings
Christmas bookings now being taken
Selection of real ales, fine wines and excellent homecooked food served dailly
Private meeting and function rooms available telephone for details
THE NORTHUMBRIAN PIPER
Fawdon House, 1 Fawdon Close, Red House Farm Estate, Gosforth, NE3 2AH
Tel: 0191 2856793 • email: thenorthumbrianpiper@hotmail.co.uk
www.thenorthumbrianpiper.co.uk
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WINTER
BEER FESTIVAL

NEWS

Thursday 1st Nov: 7pm till late
Friday 2nd Nov:11am till late Camra presentation of Club of the Year 2012
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th Nov:
11am till late • Pie peas £1.50

BATTING Simon Theakston,
right, great cricket supporter

FREE ENTRY

Big hitters
win Theakston
league

DARLINGTON
Snooker Club

1 Corporation Road, Darlington, County
Durham, DL3 6AE TEL: 01325 241388

The Butchers Arms
...well known for the quantity and
quality of its beers, with seven real ale
handpulls, it is the only traditional pub
in the town
Home cooked food
(Mon - Sat 11am - 2:30pm)

Sunday lunch (12pm - 2pm)

Accommodation available
Middle Chare, Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham DH3 3QD

Telephone: 0191 388 3605
www.butchersarms.org.uk

3 Wise Monkeys
• Purveyors of totally local ales
• Tap Served from the cask by gravity
• Cellar secondhand bookshop and craft beer off license
“You won’t Find anything else like this, from the interior, to the bottle selection,
to FInding a new fLavour in your usual pint. If you’re as wise as the monkeys
themselves, you’ll grab it with both paws.” Richard Fletcher, Journal Live

24 Fenkle Street, Alnwick NE66 1HR

North Yorkshire
cricket club
Hampsthwaite are
the 2012 Theakstonsponsored Nidderdale
League champions.
Their final game
of the 2012 season
was a real nail-biter
with Hamspthwaite
needing just one
It’s estimated that 4,500 pubs
point against Bishop
have also closed over this same
Thornton, which duly
period (however, these figures
arrived at tea-time
are skewed with leases being
with a commanding
taken up and not subtracted from
batting performance
the figure).
from Andrew Taylor
The beer and pub sector’s
(98), Ross Douglas (53)
various organisations, which
and Lenny McKittrick
include the Campaign For
(28) in their total of
Real Ale, are now ramping
224-3. Hampsthwaite
up the pressure on the
will receive the
Government by announcing a
championship trophy
mass Parliamentary lobby in
at the league dinner
Westminster on Wednesday
on Friday November
December 12, with more than
16 at the Cairn Hotel
1,000 people expected to attend
in Harrogate.
from all corners of the UK to
Masham – home
voice their discontent at punitive
of Theakston’s – won
tax increases on Britain’s
the Division 2 title by
national drink. Those attending
some margin and, to
will be asking to speak to their
respective local MPs, and seeking prove their superiority,
a last-day total of
their support to protect the
430 was the
nation’s beer 12-Dipton
and pub industry.
Mill ad:Layout
1 club’s
12/9/12 10:17
highest-ever score.

Historic result for
beer tax protesters
(that’s us)
The beer and pub industry is
congratulating itself as the
Government e-petition calling
on the abandonment of the beer
duty escalator has exceeded the
100,000 signatures required to
trigger a Parliamentary debate.
The petition is only the 12th
Government e-petition – out
of more than 16,000 submitted
– to have ever reached the
100,000 landmark.
The beer duty escalator,
introduced by the previous
government in 2008 and
continued by the coalition, has
successively penalised Britain’s
beer drinkers by automatically
increasing duty levels by 2%
above inflation every year. As a
result, tax on beer has increased
by more than 40% since 2008,
with a third of every pub pint now
being swallowed in tax.

THE PERCY ARMS
WA L B O T T L E
Open 7 days a week
serving delicious home cooked food

Dipton Mill Inn
A

All you’d want a country pub to be...

Mon - Sat 12pm-9pm, Sun carvery 12pm - 3pm

Why not join us on Tuesday
evenings for our weekly quiz
and rock and roll bingo night?

Craft Brewers in Morpeth,
Northumberland.

Tel: 01670 789755
Email: brewed@anarchybrewco.com
Dipl. Brew certified.

Christmas
Day

£49.50

Christmas party bookings
now being taken!!

THE PERCY ARMS

Queens Rd, Walbottle, NE15 8JB

Telephone: 01912648071

Dipton Mill Road, Hexham NE46 1YA
Tel: 01434 606577
www.diptonmill.co.uk
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A glass
half-full
Drinkers consume
beer almost
twice as quickly
if it is served in a
fashionable curved
glass rather than
a conventional
straight one, a
study has reported.
The experiment was
conducted by academics
from Bristol
University’s school
of experimental
psychology, who recruited 160
social drinkers aged 18-40
(with no history of alcoholism).
It took an average of nearly 12
minutes for those who took part
to down 12fl oz of lager – little
over a half-pint, or third of a
litre – from a straight glass. But
from a curved glass it took seven
minutes. There was hardly any
difference when the alcohol was
replaced with a soft drink.
The researchers suggested
the reason may be that it is more
difficult to accurately judge the
halfway point of curved glasses
so people are less able to gauge
how much they have drunk.
They didn’t say, though,
why people can down two
halves in about a third of the
time it takes to drink a pint.

Strangers in the night
Maxim Brewery is sponsoring the
Sunderland and South Tyneside
Camra Beer Festival between
October 4 and 6 at the Bonded
Warehouse in Sunderland. It’s
a busy time for the Houghtonle-Spring enterprise, with Meet
The Brewer events and extra
shifts to cope with national
beer festival requests.
Double Maxim, the brewery’s
signature beer, goes national in
the JD Wetherspoon beer festival
at the end of October which ties
in nicely with a special Double
Maxim going into the House of
Commons Strangers’ Bar in the
week commencing October 22.
“We will be brewing a 4.0%
abv special as the MPs tend to
fight or fall asleep in debates
after a strong northern beer,”
says Maxim managing director

Mark Anderson. “Ironically, it’s
a story that goes back to Maxim
Ale’s famous roots. It was first
introduced as such in 1901 but
was increased in strength in 1938
and renamed Double Maxim.”
Sealing the Commons “deal”
was celebrated at Maxim by
Houghton and Sunderland South
MP Bridget Phillipson (pictured
above with Mark Anderson).
“We are also brewing an
American-style IPA in October
as a seasonal special,” says
Mark. “Feedback from all parts
of the trade was that summer
did not happen for most, so we’re
surprised that our Maximus and
Swedish Blonde brands have
seen double-digit growth over the
previous summer – perhaps a 6.0%
abv Maximus gives you courage
to approach a Swedish Blonde.”

A decade of
ale at its best
Is it really only 10 years that
Jarrow Brewery has been
around? The South Tyneside
outfit, run by the enchanting
Jess and Alison McConnell,
have produced so many terrific
ales and contributed to so many
wonderful beer experiences that
they could have been around
for a hundred years or more.
To celebrate their first decade,
they’ve produced Arbiea’s X
(5.0% abv), a reference to the
Roman fort at South Shields.
It’s a dark amber premium
ale with floral hoppiness.
A 10th Anniversary party
will be held at The Robin
Hood in Jarrow – the original
home of the Jarrow Brewery
– on Thursday October 4.

FAMOUSLY LOCAL
1 Gadwall Road Houghton le Spring DH4 5NL
Telephone: (0191) 584 8844 Email: admin@dmbc.org.uk
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As the good book says…
At the launch of the 40th
anniversary edition of the Good
Beer Guide, at Newcastle’s Town
Wall pub, David Brazier, Campaign
For Real Ale (Camra)
North East regional
director, reported
that the real ale
scene in the region
continues to thrive.
While there are now
an incredible 1,009
breweries operating
across the UK – the
highest number for
more than 70 years
– there are now 32
in the North East,
with eight coming
on stream over the past year.
And, 20 new pub entries – not
listed in last year’s guide – were
a further cause for celebration.
These include a clutch of JD
Wetherspoon pubs, The Five
Swans and The Mile Castle in
Newcastle city centre and The
Job Bulman in Gosforth.
The Five Swans manager,

Leanne Surtees, said: “Staff at the
pub work hard to ensure that the
real ales on offer are kept in firstclass condition at all times and the
pub’s inclusion in the
guide highlights this.”
North East Camra
Regional Pub of
the Year 2012
is the Ship Inn
at High Hesleden,
Peterlee, County
Durham. It’s the
first-ever Cleveland
Camra branch regional
winner and will now
go forward in the
national competition,
with the overall winner
to be announced
in February 2013.
David Brazier said: The
completely independent Good
Beer Guide has always been about
celebrating the best community
pubs serving a high standard of
real ale and the competition to
become one of the 4,500 pubs
included has never been greater.”

Real Ales

Fresh homemade food
served 12 noon - 8 pm.
Carvery served every Sunday
Local live bands,
B&B available
Christmas party bookings
NOW BEING TAKEN

The Golden Lion, Hill Street, Corbridge, Northumberland, NE45 5AA
Tel: 01434 632216 Email: thegoldenlion77@gmail.com

Inspiration from a pint

Normally, Whapweasel are a band
that would play in pubs, but next
month they are In Concert for
regional charity Children North
East at Gateshead Old Town Hall.
Children North East senior
fundraiser Carol Taylor discovered
that the local music scene
appears so healthy she had
to look elsewhere for a venue
because the pubs she contacted
were already booked for Friday
November 9 – or too small.
Whapweasel are at the forefront
of contemporary English roots
music, weaving colourful strands of
folk, rock, ska and East European
Details: www.children-ne.org.uk
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sounds into a wonderful melee
that leaves no toe untapped.
Carol was also intrigued by the
group’s name. She said: “A couple
of the members – including Brian
Bell who heads the band – are
from Hexham, and the tale is that
many years ago when forming
the band they sat over a pint of
Hexhamshire Brewery Whapweasel
and it came to them. They did
actually hear someone saying the
beer was named after them, but in
fact it was the other way round.
“Whatever, it promises to be
a great night for the region’s
oldest children’s charity.”
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Hadrian Border
Brewery

NEWS SCOTLAND

Please,
no pictures

Deliveries every week to Edinburgh
in the north, Darlington and Middlesbrough
in the south and across the Scottish Borders,
County Durham – and of course daily around
Tyne & Wear and Northumberland.

NOW delivering fortnightly to York,
North Yorkshire and the Dales

Members of the Scottish
Parliament (MSP) have
banned photographs of their
luxurious new £125,000 bar
at Holyrood. The swanky
watering hole – called
the Queensberry House
Lounge – cost taxpayers
£75,000 to build, with the
rest paid for by catering
contractors Sodexo.
But parliament bosses
are refusing to let taxpayers
see what they have helped
pay for because of concerns
over MSPs’ “privacy”. The

Full
steam
D
N
A
L
CUMBER
ahead
S
ARM

new bar has been created
because parliament chiefs
said they could not justify
the £50,000 annual cost
of keeping the existing
restaurant in the £414m
building open at night.
Critics have long argued
that Holyrood politicians
should use local pubs
anyway. There had been a lot
of conjecture over the new
bar’s name with Lothians’
parliament representative
Margo McDonald waving a
flag for Heuchter Teuchters.

Phone 0191 264 9000 for a list of our products
www.hadrian-border-brewery.co.uk

17 Front Street, Tynemouth
TEL: 0191 257 1820
www.cumberlandarms.co.uk
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Pensioners’
Special
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All Day Mon,Tues
& Fri Only £3.45
Includes FREE Tea
or Coffee

Any 2
Main Meals
Or Burgers
Only £8.00

Monday to Satu

rday

Traditional
Sunday Lunch

Large £5.75
Small £4.25
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Shown Htball
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Following its highly successful
Americana Beer Festival, The
Central, Gateshead, is staging
a New Kids On The Hop beer
festival, with hoppy beers from
rare and not-so-rare breweries
around Britain, provisionally set
for the end of October. Watch
out for some real rarities.
Talking of rarities, Head of
Steam group pubs are hosting a
Northern Ireland Beer Festival
in early October, with beers from
Clanconnell – the first time in
Britain – Hilden and, hopefully,
Whitewater breweries.
The Central, The Cluny and
Cluny 2 in Ouseburn, Newcastle,
will host a weekend of American
bands, in association with Jumpin’
Hot Club on October 20. There
will be a free Routemaster bus
going between the pubs.
The newly-refurbished LYH in

Newcastle city centre – see the
result on page 20 – is working
closely with Newcastle City
Hall to give patrons discounts
on food before shows on
production of their tickets.
Caledonian’s 2.8% abv beer
has been re-named Scottish
Pacer and LYH is offering halfprice deals on that and Deuchars
IPA on purchasing a 36-pint
polypin for a party – prices down
to £1.34 for Scottish Pacer and
£1.52 for Deuchars. The move
is designed to go head-to-head
with cheap supermarket deals
– at least if people are drinking
at home, it’s decent real ale.
Newcastle University fencing
club “Blades” has adopted LYH
as its base and will be holding
all its socials and meetings
there. In turn, the pub will
be sponsoring the club.
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Scotland the rave
BrewDog is to receive £551,000
from the Scottish Government
as part of its latest round of
food and drink funding.
The cash will assist the
“punk” brewer to set up a
new brew plant at Ellon, near
Aberdeen which will create 20
jobs and increase production
ten-fold. A new storage

EEH! NUMBERS

facility will see an increase
in the amount of Scottishgrown barley BrewDog will
use and allow production of
a new, non-alcoholic, maltbased range of soft drinks.
And, West Brewery in
Glasgow has been awarded
a grant of £1.85m for a
new production facility.

6,448

The amount in US dollars of Andy Murray’s bill at the
Ling Ling Bar in the upmarket Hakkasan Chinese
restaurant in New York after he won the US Open. The
bill covered drinks all round for his entire backroom
staff and included 17 Zesty Martinis (Belvedere vodka,
fresh pineapple, ginger and fresh coriander) at a total of
$255, although Murray restricted himself to a $6 lemon
soda. The restaurant picked up the tab, with oor Andy
paying only for service and tax.

H AV E A M E R RY C H R I S T M A S . . .
T H E B AY H O R S E , S TA M F O R D H A M
Festive menu served December 3rd - 24th Lunchtime and
Evenings, Excellent selection of starters, main courses and desserts to
choose from!! £22.50 per person. Wide choice of Real Ales, fine wines
& spirits. Warm and cosy accommodation available for those
wishing to stay

W E ARE AL SO O P E N O N C HRISTMAS DAY
FOR D RIN K S FOR 1 2 N OON UN TIL 3 PM
GET IN TO THE FESTIVE SPIRIT AT THE
B AY HORSE - A WARM WE L COM E AWAITS
AWAIT S

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES TELEPHONE

01661 855469
THE BAY HORSE, STAMFORDHAM, NE18 0PB
email: info@bayhorsestamfordham.co.uk
www.bayhorsestamfordham.co.uk
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VIEW FORM ABROAD THE FAROE ISLANDS

READY TO

ROCK

Stan Abbott
visits the land of
the northern Black
Sheep, tries a beer on
the rocks and dreams
of single malts

B

rewmaster Pieter
Klemensen looks on
proprietorially as a
basket of hot rocks
is gently lowered into the wort.
There’s a loud sizzle as ten kilos of
volcanic rock heated in a potter’s
kiln to a temperature of 800°C
meets a barrel of nascent beer. An
intriguing steamy aroma of caramel
and burnt hops fills the air.

It’s just a regular day at Okkara,
a newcomer in the Faroe Islands
brewing. Pieter Klemensen brought
the hot rocks idea from Denmark’s
Thisted brewery, which was where
he met Høgni Jensen while the
latter was on a year’s sabbatical
to learn the brewing business.
Jensen’s family was moving out
of dairy production around the time
the Faroes’ Restorf brewery (which
had a quarter of the home market)
was going bust. By July 2010, backed
by new investors, Okkara (which
means “our”) was turning out its
first lager (4.6% abv) and export
at 5.8% abv, the legal maximum

until April this year. In the “strong”
league arrived Rinkusteiner – the
first rock beer – a top-fermented
ale that emerges at 7.9% abv.
Volcanic rocks are collected from
the islands’ craggy basalt hillsides,
chosen for their holed surface. After
three “dippings” they are returned to
the wort where the caramel deposits
add more flavour. I’m privileged to
sample the new 10.4% abv Brandan
special stone beer “with more hops,
more barley, more everything”,
which is named after Ireland’s St
Brendan, who may have visited the
islands in the 6th century. It has
a nutty, smooth caramel flavour,
and despite a gob-smacking 80
bittering units, is not unduly bitter.
Okkara, just outside the
picturesque capital Tórshavn, now
produces 400,000 litres of beer in
cans, bottles and draught each
year, under a dizzying variety of
brands, from a new cider to porter.
For Föroya Bjór, the islands’ oldest
brewery, with a family pedigree
that goes back to 1888, the change

actually went
in the alcohol
to law to resolve
law came just 15
a dispute with
years too late.
“We tried to
the eponymous
get the law changed 15
Yorkshire brewery,
Brewmaster
years ago,” says its boss
Pieter Klemensen confirming its exclusive
Einar Waag. “There was
lowers rocks into rights to the Black Sheep
name within the Kingdom
a very exciting market in
his beer.
of Denmark, where it is
Denmark, because up to
Right: Einer and
protected by trademark.
five years ago there were
Annika Waag.
Another favourite
20 breweries there, but
to be found on tap is
now there are 120 and it’s
Slupp (sloop), a golden 5.8% abv
a saturated market for strong beer.”
brew with an appealing hoppy and
Now the brewery, in the Faroes’
caramel palate. Classic light and
second “city” of Klaksvík, 90
dark pilsners, stout and amber
minutes and four road tunnels from
make up the core repertoire.
Tórshavn, produces about 10,000
The Waag brewery dynasty
hectolitres of beer and a similar
will in time pass to only daughter
amount of soft drinks annually.
Currently, the niche beers cater to Annika who has returned from
only about five per cent of the market Denmark to be production manager.
Having graduated in engineering in
but the brewery’s staples are Gull
Export (gold) and Black Sheep, a very Copenhagen, she got her brewmaster
degree in Berlin and even attended
drinkable malty, bottom-fermented
a Brewers’ Guild course in Durham.
dark lager, served in draught form in
Earlier this year she marked
many bars and echoing the brewery’s
her father’s 65th birthday and
sheep logo (Faroe Islands actually
40th year at the helm with the
means “sheep islands”). The brewery
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secret creation of Einar’s Special
(5.8” abv), which is infused with
angelica and other Faroese herbs.
Annika is innovating to court
the female drinker and the islands’
growing wine-drinking classes
with new brews, including hard
apple Scandinavian-style cider
and a quite exquisite rhubarb beer
(Ydun, 4.6% abv with a sexy label)
brewed in the Belgian tradition.

Rhubarb is one of the few foodstuffs
that grows readily on the islands’
thin soils and steep slopes, but
Annika says the flavour is difficult
to bring through into the product.
The 50,000 Faroese drink about
2.3 million litres of beer a year but
the main beneficiary of the more
liberal laws seems to be the state
alcohol monopoly, which alone
can stock and sell the new stronger
beers alongside wines and spirits.
The restrictive laws created a
culture of socialising at home and
it’s only in the last decade or so that
café bars and pubs have begun to
spread, at least in the capital.
Annika, with an eye on these new
customers, has been experimenting
with essences of heather blossom,
elderflower, strawberries (a
new crop in the islands) and
angelica, which grows wild.
She is also hooked on whisky. She
has researched the rigorous laws on
production and storage. “We dream
about whisky and it will happen
very soon,” she asserts. So what will
a Faroese single malt be called? “We
have three years to think about that!”

WHAT’S YOUR
POISON?
The government in the
Czech Republic has
banned the sales of all
spirits over 20% abv after
21 people died have from
methanol poisoning.
An additional 40 people
have been hospitalised with
many of them blinded and
concerns are rising that the
illegally-produced spirits
have made their way into
neighbouring Slovakia and
Poland. Bars, restaurants,
shops and any other retailer
selling alcohol have had to
remove all spirits from display
and have their stock inspected
for counterfeit bottles of
domestic spirits, following an
emergency measure by the
Ministry of Health that bans
the “sale, serving and any
offering in any form” of liquors
with alcohol content over 20%,

including
foodgrade spirit.
Police are
making hundreds
of inspections as
they seek to root
out the bottles –
cleverly disguised
as genuine brands –
while a wider search is on for
the source of the toxic alcohol.
The government has
imposed the ban indefinitely
on the market stalls and
street kiosks that have
licenses to sell hard liquor.
They are common in some
Czech towns and often sell
vodka, rum and whisky in
tiny plastic cups, alongside
sandwiches and other food.
There is no sign of how
long the ban will stay in
place, with some bars
concerned it might run into
several weeks before the
illicit spirit is tracked down.

Real Ale,

NEWCASTLE’S
Real
Food,
MOST IMPRESSIVE
WATERING
HOLE!!
Real People
All Newcastle matches
Good
Beer
NOW shown

Guide 2013

The city’s largest screen for
6 Real
Alessporting
and a handpull
major
eventscider
always on tap Food served from
Good
Beer
2012
6am
- 7pm
in CGuide
& C Hudson’s
Cafe and the Grand Room
5 Handpulls featuring local
andthenational
realNewcastle
ales
Watch
Olympics,
new season matches and many
Make Centurion your meeting
more Major sporting events on our
place before or after your
NEW superbright 4m projector
Christmas Party
Function rooms available for
Snug Bar available
for private
private hire
functions including Christmas
We look forward
to seeing you!
parties
PrivateWELCOME
Meeting &AWAITS
A FRIENDLY
Function Rooms

Bar & Deli
Grand
Station,
Grand
CentralCentral
Station, Neville
Street,
Neville
Street,
Newcastle
Upon Tyne,
NE1 5DG
Newcastle Upon Tyne,

Tel: 0191
2616611
NE1 5DG

www.centurion-newcastle.com

Tel: 0191 2616611
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PUB PROFILE
THE BUTCHERS ARMS, CHESTER LE STREET

Where is it? One of those small lanes that lead
off Front Street, the main shopping thoroughfare.
Easy to find, loads of (cheap) parking nearby
and a short walk from the railway station and
its regular stops on the East Coast main line.
Bustling Chester le Street is also well connected
bus-wise from Newcastle and Durham, so public
transport is the best option.

OVERVIEW
Landlords: Joan Robinson and
David Simpson.
The Butchers Arms, Middle Chare,
Chester le Street DH3 3QB.
T: 0191 388 3605
www.butchersarms.org.uk

The beer

The food

The range is from Marstons,
which takes in every style
and strength from Jennings
Cumberland Ale (4.0% abv) to
Old Empire at a mighty 5.7%
abv. In between is Jennings
Sneck Lifter (5.1% abv), beer’s
equivalent to Frank Sinatra
singing My Way. The ultimate.

From steak and ale and
corned beef pie to quiche,
the specials and mains are
prefaced with the phrase
“home-made” – served with
seasonal veg, chips or mash.
A “shoppers’ special” is
enticing – fish and chips, tea,
bread and butter (£4.95).
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Sneck Lifter is beer’s
equivalent to Sinatra’s My Way

As handsome a pub as you could
find anywhere – this is a real gem.
Stone-faced (the architectural term
rather than a description of the
welcome), with coach lamps and
hanging baskets setting the scene.
It only takes a single step inside to
experience the all-embracing wrap of
friendliness. Regular events include
a Sunday Blues Club and Monday
backgammon, plus there’s a piano
patiently waiting to join in regular
buskers’ evenings. It’s a popular lunch
stop-over with the more mature
customer who, whisper it, know a
thing or two about quality and value.

Experience the
all-embracing wrap
of friendliness
The Butchers Arms – possibly the best title for a pub ever –
is as cosmopolitan as they come, covering 40-somethings’
fashion disasters to the bar’s Bullshit Corner where regulars’
names are picked out above their seats. Roger’s on his
allocated stool, as are George and Jim, with a space left for
Gordon. Talk meanders through beer, Italian restaurants,
cricket (we’re near both Chester le Street’s bonny home and
County Durham’s magnificent Riverside) and Geordies met
on holiday. Bench-style seating runs along the main wall and
the decor benefits from a feminine touch. It’s peppered with
Coronation pots, horse brasses and willow-pattern tea sets
( for the men, pictures of red-coated British battles). It all
holds together well – with the final flourish being a display of
dazzlingly sparkling wine glasses hanging above the counter.
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WINE WITH SUZANNE LOCK AND BILL OSWALD

Tuscany,
Italian style
The wine bar, known as
enoteca in Italian, ranges
from a tiny corner in a village
shop to one of the world’s best
known emporiums stocking
more than 1,600 wines.
The largest Italian wine bar and
shop is the Enoteca Italiana, based
in the walls of the 15th century
Medici Fortress in the tourist hotspot of Siena, Tuscany. It offers
a haven of peace and tranquillity
and last month, we at Advintage
took the opportunity to visit.
Opened in 1933, the enoteca
is publicly owned, originally
set up to promote the sales
of Tuscan wines, but the
idea grew and the venture
now offers wines from every
region of Italy, from sparkling
prosecco to dessert recioto.

As you approach
the wine bar, nothing
prepares you for the
modern interior, which
and tested by the team.
is tastefully intertwined
Once a year Bolgheri As the bar is open
with the original features hosts a Jazz and Wine until midnight every
day, there is plenty
of the fortress. There is
Festival where you
of time to enjoy this
no pressure to taste or
can enjoy the effect
of it all.
memorable experience
buy; visitors can relax
in the heart of Chianti.
and browse, but if you
All over Tuscany, wine is
would like to taste any wines,
at the heart of communities,
prices are from Ð3 per sample,
towns and villages. For instance,
served in an exquisite glass.
towards the coast, along the
While tasting the wines, you can
Maremma, lies the small village
also try local Tuscan cheese and
of Bolgheri, now famous for
ham, or treat yourself to lunch
the vineyards of Sassicaia and
in the Restaurant Millevini.
Ornellaia, which were the first
This could be regarded as an
expensive pursuit, but the entoteca to attempt the international
grape varieties of cabernet
actually stocks 500 wines at
sauvignon, merlot and syrah in
under Ð10 a bottle and 600 wines
the 1960s, making wines that are
priced from Ð10-Ð20, all tried

now called “Super Tuscans”.
Bolgheri itself remains
unchanged, except for the
appearance of the enotecas.
Once a year it hosts a Jazz and
Wine Festival where the local
winemakers bring their produce
for tasting, musicians make
regular appearances on the
street, and the general public
can just wander around, taste
the wine, listen to the music
and enjoy the effect of it all.
Advintage hosts wine
group meetings monthly
around the North East, plus
wine weekends and holidays
around Europe. Details at
www.Advintagewine.co.uk.

October CiderFest

celebrating real cider from Rathays, Wilces,
Scrumpy Wasp, Old Monty, Westons, Hewitts,
and many more!

Doctor Syntax Inn
“A warm welcome awaits you”

TM

Check www.theheadofsteam.co.uk for updates

Function room available up to 150 people
Tel: 01661 842383 or 01661 842088

Available in the following outlets:
Newcastle

all ciders are subject to availability
- we shall strive to have as many on sale as possible at any one time.

P
Coach
Parties

Bar
Food

Function
Room

Children
Welcome

Car
Park
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A-Z PUBGUIDE
 You can pick up your copy of cheers at any of these great pubs...

Cheers is all about pubs in the North East
and this should be a good place to start...
COUNTY DURHAM
BUTCHER’S ARMS
Middle Chare,
Chester le Street, DH3 3QB
t: 0191 388 3605
CROXDALE INN
Front Street, Croxdale, DH6 5HX
t: 01388 815727
DUN COW
37 Old Elvet, Durham, DH1 3HN
t: 0191 386 9219
GREENBANK HOTEL
90 Greenbank Road,
Darlington, DL3 6EL
t: 01325 462624
www.greenbankhotel.co.uk
HEAD OF STEAM
3 Reform Place, Durham,
DH1 4RZ
t: 0191 3832173
NUMBER TWENTY-2
22 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington, DL3 7RG
t: 01325 354590
e: rew@villagebrewer.co.uk
www.twenty2.villagebrewer.co.uk
OLD MILL HOTEL
Thinford Road, Metal Bridge,
Coxhoe, DH6 5NX
t: 01740 652928
THE PLOUGH
Mountsett, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BA
t: 01207 570346
www.ploughinn.co.uk
SUN INN
Houghton Road, Newbottle,
DH4 4EG
t: 0191 584 1019
SURTEES ARMS
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill,
DL17 0DH
t: 01740 655724
THE AVENUE INN
Avenue Street,
High Shincliffe, DH1 2PT
t: 0191 386 5954
THE BAY HORSE
28 West Green,
Heighington, DL5 6PE
t: 01325 312312
THE BEAMISH MARY INN
No Place, Nr Beamish, DH9 0QH
t: 0191 370 0237
THE BEEHIVE
Hartley Lane, Earsdon,
NE25 0SZ
t: 0191 2529352
THE BLACK HORSE
Red Row,Beamish, DH9 0RW
t: 01207 232569
THE BLACK LION
Wolsingham, Bishop
Auckland, DL13 3EN
t: 01388 527772
e: blacklionwolsingham@
yahoo.co.uk
THE BRITTANIA INN
1 Archer Street, Darlington
County Durham, DL3 6LR
t: 01325 463787
THE CHELMSFORD
Front Steet, Ebchester,
DH8 0PJ
t: 01207 565811
THE COUNTY
13 The Green, Aycliffe Vilage,
County Durham, DL5 6LX
t: 01325 312273

THE CROSS KEYS
Front Street, Esh, DH7 9QR
t: 0191 3731279
THE DERWENTSIDE
101 Durham Road, Blackhill,
Consett, DH8 8RR
t: 01207 590919
THE DUN COW
Primrose Hill, Bournmoor,
DH4 6DY
t: 0191 385 2631
THE DUN COW
Front Street, Sedgefield,
TS21 3AT
t: 01740 620894
THE FLOATER’S MILL
Woodstone Village,
Fence Houses, DH4 6BQ
t: 0191 385 6695
THE GARDEN HOUSE INN
North Road, Durham, DH1 4NQ
t: 0191 3863395
e: reservations@
thegardenhouseinn.com
www.thegardenhouseinn.
com

THE QUAYS
5 Tubwell Row, Darlington,
DL1 1NU
t: 01325 461448
e: info@the-quays.info
www.the-quays.info
THE RED LION
North Bitchburn Terrace,
North Bitchburn,
DL15 8AL
t: 01388 763561
THE ROYAL OAK
7 Manor Rd, Medomsley
Village, DH8 6QN
t: 01207 560336
THE SCOTCH ARMS
Blackhill, Consett, DH8 8LZ
t: 01207 593709
THE SMITHS ARMS
Brecon Hill, Castle Dene,
Chester le Street, DH3 4HE
t: 0191 3857559

THE DOG & GUN
Coopers Lane, Potto,
DL6 3HQ
t: 01642 700232
THE WHITE SWAN
1 West End, Stokesley,
TS9 5BL
t: 01642 710263

CUMBRIA
THE BEER HALL
Hawkshead Brewery,
Mill Yard, Staveley, LA8 9AR
t: 01539 825260

NORTHUMBERLAND
BAMBURGH CASTLE INN
Seahouses, NE68 7SQ
t: 01665 720283
BARRASFORD ARMS
Barrasford Hexham,
NE48 4AA
t: 01434 681237
BARRELS
59-61 Bridge Street,
Berwick,TD15 1ES
t:01289 308013
BATTLESTEADS HOTEL
Wark, Hexham, NE48 3LS
t: 01434 230209
e: info@battlesteads.com
www.battlesteads.com

THE SHIP
Low Road, Middlestone Village, CROSS KEYS
Middlestone, DL14 8AB
Thropton, Rothbury, NE65 7HX
t: 01388 810904
t: 01669 620362

THE GEORGE & DRAGON
4 East Green, Heighington
Village, DL5 6PP
t: 01325 313152

THE SPORTSMANS ARMS
Moor End Terrace,
Belmont, DH1 1BJ
t: 0191 3842667

CROWN & ANCHOR INN
Market Place, Holy Island,
TD15 2RX
t: 01289 389215

THE GREY HORSE
115 Sherburn Terrace,
Consett, DH8 6NE
t: 01207 502585

THE SQUARE & COMPASS
7 The Green, West Cornforth,
Ferryhill, DL17 9JQ
t: 01740 653050

THE HALF MOON INN
86 New Elvet, Durham,
DH1 3AQ
t: 0191 3741918

THE STABLES
Beamish Hall Hotel,
Beamish, DH9 0BY
t: 01207 233 7333

DIPTON MILL INN
Dipton Mill Road, Hexham,
NE46 1YA
t: 01434 606577
e: ghb@hexhamshire.co.uk
www.diptonmill.co.uk

THE HONEST LAWYER
Croxdale Bridge, Croxdale,
DH1 3HP
t: 0191 3783782

THE STABLES
West Herrington,
Houghton le Spring,
DH4 4ND
t: 0191 584 9226

THE JOHN DUCK
91A Claypath, Durham City,
DH1 1 RG
THE MANOR HOUSE HOTEL
The Green, West Auckland,
DH14 9HW
t: 01388 834834
THE MANOR HOUSE INN
Carterway Heads,
Shotley Bridge, DH8 9LX
t: 01207 255268
THE MARKET TAVERN
27 Market Place, Durham,
DH1 3NJ
t: 0191 3862069
THE MILL
Durham Road, Rainton
Bridge, DH5 8NG
t: 0191 5843211
THE MINERS ARMS
41 Manor Road,
Medomsley, DH8 6QN
t: 01207 560428
THE NEWFIELD INN
Newfield, Chester le Street,
DH2 2SP
t: 0191 3700565
THE OAK TREE
Front Street, Tantobie,
Stanley, DH9 9RF
t: 01207 235 445
THE PUNCH BOWL INN
Edmundbyers, DH8 9NL
t: 01207 255545
THE QUAKERHOUSE
2 Mechanics Yard,
Darlington, DL3 7QF
t: 07783 960 105

THE THREE HORSESHOES
Pit House Lane, Leamside,
Houghton le Spring,
DH4 6QQ
t: 0191 584 2394
THE WHITE LION
Newbottle Street,
Houghton le Spring,
DH4 4AN
t: 0191 5120735
THE WHITEHILLS
Waldridge Road,
Chester le Street,
DH2 3AB
t: 0191 3882786
THE WILD BOAR
Frederick Place,
Houghton le Spring,
DH4 4BN
t: 0191 5128050
THE VICTORIA INN
86 Hallgarth Street,
Durham, DH1 3AS
t: 0191 3860465
THREE HORSESHOES
Maiden Law, Durham,
DH7 0QT
t. 01207 520900
YE OLDE ELM TREE
12 Crossgate, Durham City,
DH1 4PS
t: 0191 386 4621

NORTH YORKSHIRE
THE CROWN INN
Vicars Lane, Manfield,
DL2 2RF
t: 01325 374243

60 Bridge Street, Blyth,
NE24 2AP
t: 01670 540356
RED LION INN
Stanegate Road,
Newbrough, Hexham,
NE47 5AR
t: 01434 674226
www.redlionnewbrough.co.uk
RIVERDALE HALL HOTEL
Bellingham, NE48 2JT
t: 01434 220254
www.riverdalehallhotel.co.uk
THREE HORSESHOES
Hathery Lane, Horton,
Cramlington, NE24 4HF
t: 01670 822410
THREE WHEATHEADS
Thropton nr Rothbury, NE65 7LR
t: 01669 620262
e: info@threewheatheads.co.uk
www.threewheatheads.co.uk
3 WISE MONKEYS
24 Fenkle Street, Alnwick
NE66 1HR
TWICE BREWED INN
Military Road, Bardon Mill,
NE47 7AN
t: 01434 344534
e:info@twicebrewedinn.co.uk
www.twicebrewedinn.co.uk
THE ALLENDALE INN
Market Place, Allendale,
Hexham, NE47 9BJ
t: 01434 683246
THE ANCHOR HOTEL
Haydon Bridge, NE47 6AB
t: 01434 688121
THE ANCHOR INN
Whittonstall, Nr Consett,
DH8 9JN
t: 01207 561110
THE ANGEL INN
Main Street, Corbridge,
NE45 5LA
t: 01434 632119

Longhoughton, NE66 3JQ
t: 01665 577303
THE CARTS BOG INN
Langley on Tyne,
Hexham, NE47 5NW
t: 01434 684338
THE CRASTER ARMS
The Wynding, Beadnell,
NE675AX
t. 01665 720 272
THE CROWN
Allendale Road, Catton,
NE47 9QS t: 01434 683 447
THE CROWN INN
Humshaugh, Hexham, NE46 4AG
t: 01434 681 231
THE DIAMOND INN
Main Street, Ponteland,
NE20 9BB t: 01661 872898
THE DYVELS INN
Station Road, Corbridge,
NE45 5AY
t: 01434 633 633
e: thedyvelsinn@googlemail.com
www.dyvelsinn.co.uk
THE FEATHERS INN
Hedley on the Hill,
Stocksfield, NE43 7SW
t: 01661 843 607
THE FOX & HOUNDS
Main Road, Wylam, NE41 8DL
t: 01661 853246
THE GOLDEN LION
Hill Street, Corbridge,
NE45 5AA
t. 01434 632216
e: thegoldenlion77@gmail.com
www.goldenlion-corbridge.co.uk
THE GOLDEN LION
Market Place, Allendale,
NE47 9BD
t: 01434 683 225
THE HADRIAN HOTEL
Wall, Hexham, NE44 4EE
t: 01434 681232

DOCTOR SYNTAX
New Ridley Road, Stocksfield,
NE43 7RG
t: 01661 842383

THE BAY HORSE
South Side, Stamfordham
NE18 0PB
t. 01661 855469

THE HERMITAGE INN
23 Castle Street,
Warkworth, NE65 0UL
t: 01665 711 258

DUKE OF WELLINGTON
Newton, NE43 7UL
t: 01661 844446
e: info@thedukeofwellingtoninn.co.uk
www.thedukeofwellingtoninn.co.uk

THE BLACK BULL
Middle Street, Corbridge,
NE45 5AT
t: 01434 632261

THE HORSESHOES INN
Rennington, Alnwick,
NE66 3RS
t: 01665 577665
www.thehorseshoes
innrennington.co.uk

DYKE NEUK
Meldon, Nr Morpeth, NE61 3SL
t: 01670 772662

The Black Bull

THE JOINERS ARMS
Newton-by-the-Sea, NE66 3EA
t: 01665 576 239

ERRINGTON ARMS
Stagshaw, Corbridge,
NE45 5QB
t: 01434 672250
GENERAL HAVELOCK INN
Haydon Bridge, NE47 6ER
t: 01434 684376
JOINERS ARMS
Wansbeck Street,
Morpeth, NE61 1XZ
t: 01670 513540
JOLLY FISHERMAN
Craster, Alnwick, NE66 3TR
t: 01665 576461
MASONS ARMS
Rennington, Alnwick,
NE66 3RX
t: 01665 577275
e: bookings@masonsarms.net
www.masonsarms.net
MINERS ARMS
Main Street, Acomb,
NE46 4PW
t: 01434 603909
e: minersarms2012@gmail.co.uk
LION & LAMB
Horsley, NE15 0NS
t: 01661 852952
NEWCASTLE HOTEL
Front Street, Rothbury,
NE65 7UT
t: 01669 620334
OLIVERS

THE LINDISFARNE INN
Beal, TD15 2PD
t: 01289 381 223
Bridge Street,
Warkworth,
NE65 0XB
t: 01665 711367
Real Ale, Real Fire, Real Pub
Hire Porky’s Hog Roast any
party, any time

THE BLACK BULL
Matfen, NE20 0RP
t: 01661 886330
THE BLACK BULL INN
Etal, TD12 4TL
t: 01890 820200
THE BLUE BELL
Hill Street,
Corbridge,
NE45 5AA
t:01434 632789
THE BOATHOUSE
Wylam, NE41 8HR
t: 01661 853431
THE BOATSIDE INN
Warden, Hexham, NE46 4SQ
t: 01434 602233
THE BURNSIDE

THE MANOR INN
Main Street, Haltwhistle,
NE49 0BS
t: 01434 322588
e: manorhouseinn@orangehome.co.uk
www.themanorhousehaltwhistle.co.uk
THE NORTHUBERLAND ARMS
Felton, NE65 9EF
t: 01670 787370
THE OLDE SHIP INN
9 Main Street, Seahouses,
NE68 7RD
t: 01665 720 200
THE PACKHORSE INN
Ellingham, Chathill, NE67 5HA
t: 01665 589292
THE PILOT INN
31 Low Greens, Berwick upon
Tweed, TD15 1LZ
t: 01289 304214
THE PLOUGH
Village Square, Cramlington,
NE23 1DN
t: 01670 737633
THE RAILWAY HOTEL
Church Street, Haydon Bridge,
NE47 6JG
t: 01434 684254
THE RAILWAY INN
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Acklington, Morpeth,
NE65 9BP
t: 01670 760 320

Southgate, The Headland,
Hartlepool, TS24 0JJ
t: 01429 266029

10 Northumberland Road,
Newcastle, NE1 8JF
t: 0191 2321308

Haddricks Mill Road,
South Gosforth, NE3 1QL
t: 0191 2840490

THE RAT INN
Anick, Hexham, NE46 4LN
t: 01434 602 814

THE RAT RACE
Hartlepool Railway Station,
Hartlepool, TS24 7ED

MAGNESIA BANK
1 Camden Street, North Shields,
NE30 1NH
t. 0191 257 4831

THE BROAD CHARE
25 Broad Chare, Trinity
Gardens, Quayside, Newcastle,
NE1 3DQ
t: 0191 211 2144

THE RIDLEY ARMS
Stannington, Morpeth, NE61 6EL
t: 01670 789216
THE RED LION
22 Northumberland Street,
Alnmouth, NE66 2RJ
t: 01665 830584
www.redlionalnmouth.co.uk
THE RED LION INN
Milfield, Wooler, NE71 6JD
t: 01668 216224
www.redlioninn-milfield.co.uk
THE ROBIN HOOD
East Wallhouses
Military Road
Newcastle, NE18 0LL
t: 01434 672273
THE SEVEN STARS
21 Main Street, Ponteland,
NE20 9NH
t: 01661 872670
THE SHIP INN
Marygate, Holy Island, TD15 2SJ
t: 01289 389311
THE SUN INN
Acomb, NE46 4PW
t: 01434 602934
THE SUN INN
High Church, Morpeth,
NE61 2QT
t: 01670 514153
THE SWINBURNE ARMS
31 North Side,
Stamfordham, NE18 0QG,
t: 01661 886707
THE TAP & SPILE
Eastgate, Hexham, NE46 1BH
t: 01434 602039
THE TRAVELLERS REST
Slaley, Hexham, NE46 1TT
t: 01434 673231
www.travellersrestslaley.com
THE WELLINGTON
Main Road, Riding Mill, NE44 6DQ
t: 01434 682531
THE WHEATSHEAF
St Helens Street, Corbridge,
NE45 5HE
t: 01434 632020
THE VICTORIA HOTEL
1 Front Street, Bamburgh,
NE69 7BP
t: 01668 214431
THE VILLAGE INN
Longframlington, Morpeth
NE65 8AD
t. 01665 570268
www.thevillageinnpub.co.uk
YE OLDE CROSS
32 Narrow Gate, Alnwick
NE66 1LG
t. 01665 602735

TEESSIDE
BEST WESTERN GRAND
HOTEL
Swainston Street,
Hartlepool, TS24 8AA
t: 01429 266345
e: grandhotel@
tavistockleisure.com

TYNE & WEAR
ALUM ALE HOUSE
Ferry Street, South Shields,
NE33 1JR
ASHBROOKE SPORTS CLUB
Ashbrooke Road,
Sunderland,SR2 7HH
t: 0191 528 4536
BACCHUS
42-48 High Bridge,
Newcastle, NE1 6BX
t: 0191 2611008
BEST WESTERN ROKER HOTEL
Roker Terrace,
Sunderland, SR6 9ND
t: 0191 5671786
e: info@rokerhotel.co.uk
BIRTLEY ALE HOUSE
Durham Road, Birtley,
DH3 2PQ
t: 0191 4100593
BLUE BELL
Fulwell, Sunderland SR6 9AD
t: 0191 5494020
BOWES INCLINE HOTEL
Northside, Birtley,
Gateshead, DH3 1RF
t: 0191 410 2233
BRIDGE HOTEL
Castle Square, Newcastle,
NE1 1RQ
t: 0191 232 6400
e: info@sjf.co.uk
BRIDLE PATH
101 Front Street, Whickham,
NE16 4JJ
t: 0191 4217676
BRITANNIA
3 Boldon Lane, Cleadon, SR6 7RH
t: 0191 536 4198
CHESTERS
Chester Road, Sunderland, SR4 7DR,
t: 0191 5659952
CUMBERLAND ARMS
12 Front Street, Tynemouth,
NE30 4DZ
t: 0191 2571820
www.cumberlandarms.co.uk

NEWCASTLE ARMS
57 St Andrews Street,
Newcastle, NE1 5SE
t: 0191 260 2490
ODDFELLOWS
7 Albion Road, North Shields,
NE30 2RJ t: 0191 2574288
e: info@oddfellowspub.co.uk
www.oddfellowspub.co.uk
POPOLO
82 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle,
NE1 6SF t: 0191 2328923
RED LION
Redcar Terrace, West Boldon,
NE36 0PZ,
t: 0191 536 4197
RISTORANTE FIUME
16 Bonemill Lane, Washington,
NE38 8AJ
t: 0191 4150007
ROCKLIFFE ARMS
Algernon Place, Whitley Bay,
NE26 2DT
t: 0191 2531299
ROSIES BAR
2 Stowell Street, NE1 4XQ
t: 0191 2328477
SHIREMOOR HOUSE FARM
Middle Engine Lane, North
Shields NE29 8DZ
t: 0191 2576302
SUN INN
Market Lane Swalwell,
Gateshead NE16 3AL
t: 0191 442 9393
TILLEYS BAR
105 Westgate Road, Newcastle,
NE1 4AG
t: 0191 232 0692
TOBY BARNES
Durham Road, Sunderland
SR2 7RB
t: 0191 5285644
www.tobycarvery.co.uk
TWIN FARMS
22 Main Road, Kenton Bk Ft,
NE13 8AB
t: 0191 2861263

DELAVAL ARMS
Old Hartley, NE26 4RL
t: 0191 237 0489

TYNEMOUTH LODGE
Tynemouth Road,
North Shields, NE30 4AA
t: 0191 257 7565

CROWN POSADA
31 Side, Newcastle,
NE1 3JE t: 0191 2321269

THE ALETASTER
706 Durham Road, Gateshead,
NE9 6JA t: 0191 487 0770

FITZGERALDS
60 Grey Street, Newcastle,
NE1 6AF t: 0191 2301350

THE BARLEY MOW INN
Durham Road, Barley Mow,
Birtley, DH3 2AH
t: 0191 410 4504

FITZGERALDS
10-12 Green Terrace,
Sunderland, SR1 3PZ
t: 0191 5670852
FITZGERALDS
2 South Parade,
Whitley Bay, NE26 2RG
t: 0191 2511255
FREE TRADE INN
St Lawrence Road, Byker,
Newcastle, NE6 1AP
t: 0191 265 5764

THE BERKELEY TAVERN
Marine Avenue, Whitley Bay,
NE26 1LY
t: 0191 2527755
THE BLACK HORSE
68 Front Street, Monkseaton,
NE25 8DP
t: 0191 2536931

THE GREY HORSE

THE PERCY ARMS
Queens Road, Walbottle, NE15 8JB
t: 0191 2648071

THE CAUSEY ARCH INN
Beamish Burn Road,
Marley Hill, Newcastle,
NE16 5EG
t: 01207 233925
THE CENTRAL
Half Moon Lane, Gateshead,
NE8 2AN t: 0191 4782543
e: central@theheadofsteam.
co.uk
THE CENTURION
Neville Street, Newcastle,
NE1 5DG,
t: 0191 261 6611
THE CHILLINGHAM
Chillingham Road, Newcastle
Upon Tyne, NE1 1RQ
t: 0191 265 3992
e: info@sjf.co.uk
THE CLOCK
Victoria Road, East Hebburn,
NE31 1YQ,
t: 0191 424 1134
THE CLUNY
36 Lime Street, Ouseburn,
Newcastle, NE1 2PQ
t: 0191 230 4474
THE COCK CROW INN
Mill Lane, Hebburn, NE31 2EY
t: 0191 428 5730
THE COPT HILL
Seaham Road, Houghton le
Spring, DH35 8LU
t: 0191 5844485
THE COTTAGE TAVERN
North Street, Cleadon, SR6 7PL
t: 0191 519 0547
THE COUNTY
High Street, Gosforth, NE3 1HB
t: 0191 285 6919
THE COURTYARD
Arts Centre, Biddick Lane,
Washington, NE38 8AB
t: 0191 219 3463
THE CUMBERLAND ARMS
James Place Street
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 1LD
t: 0191 265 6151
www.thecumberlandarms.co.uk
THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
High Bridge, Newcastle
NE1 1EN
t: 0191 261 8852
THE DUNES
Sea Road, South Shields,
NE33 2LD
t: 0191 4555255
e: info@dunesadventureisland.co.uk
THE FIVE SWANS
St Marys Place, Newcastle,
NE1 7PG
t: 0191 2111140
THE GREEN
White Mare Pool, Wardley,
Gateshead, NE10 8YB
t: 0191 4950171

THE BOATHOUSE
Water Row, Newburn, NE15 8NL
t: 0191 2290326

THE GREY HORSE
Front Street, East Boldon,
NE36 0SJ
t: 0191 519 1796

BRITANNIA INN
65 High Street, Loftus,
TS13 4HG
t: 01287 640612

HUGOS
29 Front Street, Tynemouth
NE30 4DZ
t: 0191 2578956

THE BODEGA
125 Westgate Road,
Newcastle NE1 4AG
t: 0191 221 1552

THE HARBOUR VIEW
Benedict Street, Roker,
Sunderland, SR6 0NU
t: 0191 5671402

CLEVELAND BAY
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe,
TS16 0JE
t: 01642 780275

ISIS
26 Silksworth Row,
Sunderland, SR1 3QJ
t: 0191 5147684

THE BRIAR DENE
71 The Links, Whitley Bay,
NE26 1UE
t: 0191 2520926

THE HEAD OF STEAM
2 Neville Street, Newcastle
NE1 5EN
t: 0191 230 4236

THE SALUTATION
5 West Road, Billingham,
Cleveland, TS23 1BP
t: 01642 559119
THE FISHERMANS ARMS

LADY GREY’S
20 Shakespeare Street,
Newcastle, NE1 6AQ
t: 0191 2323606
LYH

THE BRANDLING ARMS
176 High Street, Gosforth,
NE3 1HD
t: 0191 2854023
THE BRANDLING VILLA

THE HOTSPUR
103 Percy Street, Newcastle
NE1 7RY
t: 0191 2324352

THE PAVILION
Hotspur North,
Backworth Business Park,
Backworth, NE27 0BJ
t: 0191 2680711 e:info:sjf.co.uk

THE PORTHOLE
11 New Quay, North Shields,
NE29 6LQ
t: 0191 2576645
Old Penshaw
Village, Penshaw,
DH4 7ER
t: 0191 5126080

THE JOB BULMAN
St Nicholas Avenue,
Gosforth,
NE3 1AA,
t: 0191 2236320
THE KEELMAN
Grange Road, Newburn,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 8NL
t: 0191 267 1689
e: admin@biglampbrewers.co.uk
www.biglampbrewers.co.uk

THE POTTERS WHEEL
Sun Street,
Sunniside, NE16 5EE
t: 0191 4888068
e: potterswheelpub@gmail.com
www.potterswheelpub.com
THE PRIORY
Front Street, Tynemouth
NE30 4DX
t. 0191 257 8302
THE QUEEN VICTORIA
206 High Street,
Gosforth, NE3 1HD
t: 0191 2858060
THE RAVENSWORTH ARMS
Lamesley, Gateshead, NE11 0ER
t: 0191 487 6023

THE KEEL ROW
The Gate, Newcastle, NE1 5RF
t: 01912299430

THE RISING SUN
Bank Top, Crawcrook, NE40 4EE
t: 0191 4133316

THE KINGS ARMS
Beech Street, Deptford, SR4 6BU
t: 0191 567 9804

THE ROBIN HOOD
Primrose Hill, Jarrow,
NE32 5UB
t: 0191 428 5454

THE KINGS ARMS
West Terrace, Seaton Sluice,
NE26 4RD
t: 0191 2370275
THE KINGS MANOR
32-140 New Bridge Street,
Newcastle, NE1 2SZ
THE LAMBTON ARMS
Eighton Banks, Gateshead,
NE9 7XR
t: 0191 487 8137
THE LOW LIGHTS TAVERN
Brewhouse Bank,
North Shields, NE30 1LL
t: 0191 2576038
THE MALTINGS
9 Claypath Lane, South Shields,
NE33 4PG
t: 0191 4277147
THE MARQUIS OF GRANBY
Streetgate, Sunniside,
NE16 5ES
t: 0191 4880954

THE SIR WILLIAM DE
WESSYNGTON
2-3 Victoria Road, Concord,
Washington, NE37 2JY
t: 0191 418 0100
THE STEAMBOAT
27 Mill Dam, South Shields
NE33 1EQ
t: 0191 454 0134
The Th ee Tu
Sheri
ighwa ,
ate head, NE 5S
t: 01 1 70666
www thethreet
o
Great range of real ales
and pies
Live music 7 nights a week
Comedy Club - 1st Sunday of
every month.

THE TOWN WALL

THE MID BOLDON CLUB
60 Front Street. East Boldon,
NE36 0SH
THE MILE CASTLE
52 Westgate Rd, NE1 5XU
t: 0191 2111160
THE MILL HOUSE
Blackfell, Birtley,
DH3 1RE
t: 0191 415 1313
THE MILLSTONE HOTEL
Hadricks Mill Road,
South Gosforth, NE3 1QL
t: 0191 285 3429
THE NEW BRIDGE
2 -4 Argyle Street,
Newcastle, NE1 6PF
t: 0191 2321020
THE NORTHUMBRIAN PIPER
Fawdon House,
1 Fawdon Close,
Red House Farm Estate,
Gosforth, NE3 2AH
t: 0191 2856793
THE OLDE SHIPS INN
Durham Road,
East Rainton, DH5 9QT,
t: 0191 5840944
THE PACKHORSE
Crookgate, Burnopfield,
NE16 6NS
t: 01207 270283

Pink Lane, Newcastle,
NE1 5HX
www.thetownwall.com

THE TURKS HEAD
41 Front Street,Tynemouth,
NE30 4DZ
t: 0191 2576547
THE VICTORY
Killingworth Road,
South Gosforth,NE3 1SY
t: 0191 285 1254
THE WHEATSHEAF
26 Carlisle Street, Felling,
Gateshead,NE10 OHQ
t: 0191 4200659
www.biglampbrewers.co.uk
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FUN STUFF

THE DOGS
Blue the dog’s canine adventures in beer
The thud at the front door means
the postman’s been. It’s my cue
to alternate between barking my
head off – don’t know why, I just do
– and wrestling with whatever has
plopped through the letterbox.
Today’s package is a biggie and
The Master and I have our regular
tug-of-war session, then a game
of chasey, with him running after
me all over the house shouting all
sorts of excited phrases – most
of which contain the word barsteward. That’s the trouble with

him, his conversation rarely rises
above the level of pubs and clubs,
but he seems to get great fun out of
it – even trying to buff my coat with
the sweeping brush. He’s a turn,
that one.
Eventually, he sits down with the
dog-eared, slaver-flecked book that
was in the pack and says something
about the new Good Beer Guide and
how he’s going to “do them all this
time”. I don’t quite know what that
means, but at the rate that he and
The Mistress got around all the pubs

in this area using last year’s book I
think it might be something to do
with having several pints in every
pub on its pages.
“There are some new ones,”
he shouts towards the kitchen,
where the broken brush lies against
the wall and The Mistress is busy
concocting something out of fish.
Yuk, fish – I hate the slippery things.
Same with fruit, what’s that all
about – apart from the fact that we
seem to have mountains of the stuff
around here.

I like it when there’s lots of
raw meat being prepared, so I can
yap and yap for so long that The
Mistress yells: “Will you take that
barking bar-steward (there it is
again, the tone of the conversation
in this house, I ask you) of a mutt
out to the pub, give him some of
your beer and shut him up? I’ll join
you shortly. And while you’re out,
can you get a new sweeping brush
– I don’t know what that dog gets up
to with them.”

Picture Quiz

The Dirty Dozen

1.

1 Which herb is used to make pesto?

7 What is a Scotch Bonnet?

2 What are you doing if you shuck an oyster?

8 Which herb comes from the red stigmas of
crocus flopwers?

3 What is a singin’ hinny?
4 From which fruit is crème de
cassis produced?
5 From which country does Mavrud
wine originate?

4.
2.

6 What is halloumi?

DID YOU KNOW?
Several Hollywood actors started out
as bartenders. Among them Sandra
Bullock, Bruce Willis, Tom Arnold, Chevy
Chase, Kris Kristofferson and Bill Cosby.

9 What is the main ingredient of Cullen Skink?
10 Where was the Merlot grape originally used
for wine?
11 What is a Pentland Javelin?
12 Orecchietta is pasta in what sort of shape?

QUIZ ANSWERS
1 Basil. 2 Opening its shell. 3 Northumberland fruit cake. 4
Blackcurrant. 5 Bulgaria. 6 Cheese. 7 Chilli pepper. 8 Saffron.
9 Haddock. 10 Bordeaux. 11 A variety of potato. 12 Ears.

3.

Twelve food and drink-themed brain-teasers to whet
your appetite

PICTURE QUIZ ANSWERS
1 Crown Posada, Newcastle. 2 Kings Manor, Newcastle.
3 The Garden House, Durham. 4 The Maltings, York.

Which North East (ish) pubs are these?

PUB
QUIZ
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Are you wasting money without knowing?

CLASSIFIED
For more information on how to
advertise your services, vacancies
and events contact Gillian Corney
or Philippa Gibson on 01661 844115

Lashbrooks.com
BASED IN THE NORTH EAST,
SUPPLYING THE NORTH EAST!!
EPOS SYSTEMS & CASH REGISTERS
TILL ROLLS & CONSUMABLES

T: 01642 482629/489720
E: lashbrookuk@hotmail.co.uk
www.lashbrooks.com

Specialists in Beer Books, Postcards,
Posters & Signs
Our product range covers material from England, Belgium, France,
The Netherlands, Germany and the U.S.A. They will be of interest to
beer drinkers, memorabilia lovers, brewers, publicans, bar designers
plus many more beer enthusiasts.
We deliver by mail order and can also ship abroad.

Beer-Inn Print (Est 1997)
Long High Top, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, HX& 7PF
Tel: 01422 844437 Email: beerinnprint@gmail.com
order online at: www.beerinnprint.co.uk

A good stocktake could save you thousands - optimising sales,
reducing wasteage and maximising profit.
We have over 20 years of experience in the licensed trade working with the regions top
real ale houses. Professional and friendly we offer a first class, personal service at highly
competitive rates.Whatever the size of your business we can
help to keep you financially healthy.
For all your Stocktaking, Bookeeping and Payroll needs call
Margaret Tully on 01670 783942 or visit www.margaret-tully.co.uk

OCTOBER BEER
FESTIVAL
15 + Different Traditional
Beers and Ales

•Adults only area
• Families Welcome

Live Music on the 26th & 27th

Dougies Bar Wyndham Hall
Caravan Park Cockermouth,
Cumbria, CA13 9SF
Caravans for rent, Tourers and
Tents Welcome

Telephone 01900 829646 or 07774468582 www.dougiesbar.co.uk email: dougiesbar@gmail.com

Our Knowledge =

YOUR SUCCESS
DICK ATTLEE
Real Ale Technical Services
T: 0191 597 9668
M: 07722 631787
E: dick@ratsbeer.co.uk

G.A. WEDDERBURN & CO. LTD.

Tony Franklin
Tel: (023) 8022 7645

• EPOS SYSTEMS
• CASH REGISTERS
• LICENCED TRADE SPECIALIST
• SERVING THE N.E. FOR 15 YEARS
www.wedderburn.co.uk

FOUND IN ALL THE BEST REAL ALE PUBS

WYLAM
BREWERY
JOIN THE REAL ALE REVOLUTION
Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale
revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution Join the Real Ale revolution

PROPER

BEER
SINCE 2000

DUTY PAID!
www.wylambrewery.co.uk
TEL: 01661 853377
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THE WORLD’S

BIGGEST
REAL ALE FESTIVAL
Wed 24 Oct - Sun 11 Nov

10 international

Beers ...

W

VISITING BREWERS FROM:
AUSTRALIA, CANADA,
ITALY, JAPAN, LITHUANIA,
NETHERLANDS
AND USA

PINT
EXCLUSIVE 1/3-SS
ES
LA
TASTING G

ARD
AW
IN

G

TRY 3 ALES
FOR THE PRICE
OF A FESTIVAL
PINT

NIN

Cooper Rose
Albion Place
Sunderland
SR1 3NG
0191 514 8530

Job Bullman
St Nicholas Avenue
Gosforth
NE3 1AA
0191 223 6320

Lambton Worm
Low Row
Sunderland
SR1 3QA
0191 568 9910

Quayside
(Lloyds No.1)
The Close Newcastle
NE1 3QR
0191 221 0828

Tilley Stone
Jackson Street
Gateshead
NE8 1EE
0191 478 0060

Wicket Gate
Front Street
Chester Le Street
DH3 3AX
0191 3872960

Five Swans
St Marys Place
Newcastle
NE1 7PG
0191 211 1140

Keel Row
(Lloyds No.1)
Newgate Street
Newcastle
NE1 5RF
0191 229 9430

Mile Castle
50-52 Westgate
Road & 19-25
Grainger Street
Newcastle
NE1 5XU
0191 211 1160

Sir William De
Wessyngton
Victoria Road
Washington
NE37 2SY
0191 418 0100

Union Rooms
Westgate Road
Newcastle
NE1 1TT
0191 261 5718

Wild Boar
Frederick Place
Houghton le Spring
DH4 4BN
0191 512 8050

William
Jameson
Fawcett Street
Sunderland
SR1 1RH
0191 514 5016
Wouldhave
Mile End Road
South Shields
NE33 1TA
0191 427 6014

18708M Beer Fest Advert A4.indd 1

28/8/12 17:15:32

CHE24_Back_P36.indd 36

25/09/2012 10:52

