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Th e clocks going back this 
month is a reminder that 
autumn is well and truly upon 
us. So, as a celebration of the 
best summer for years, we’ve 
invited a wide spectrum of pub 
industry professionals to let us 
in on How Was It For You?

Judging by the impetus in 
the pub and beer sector over 
the past few months, it appears 
we’ve all benefi tted – new pub 
openings include Th e White Lead 
in Hebburn, South Tyneside, and 
Th e Bridge Tavern in Newcastle 
which bring a new dimension to 
the quality and innovation end of 
the beer and food sector.

Th e Duke of Wellington 
in Newcastle continues its 
promising rebirth, while on the 
opposite side of High Bridge, 
Pleased To Meet You has settled 
in well and receiving rave 
reviews. Fitzgeralds in Newcastle 
has been transformed and can 
now hold its own with the best 
of its national chain neighbours, 
the Newcastle Arms has had 
a refi t, the Head of Steam has 
signifi cantly upgraded its music 
venue, while new business 
developments have seen brew-
kits installed at Off shore 44 and 
Th e Trent House (and doesn’t 
the idea look fabulous at the 
Bridge Tavern?).

And Cheers continues to 
bring news and features from the 
region’s beer, breweries, pubs and 
people. We may be approaching 
“top coat” weather, but our 
disposition remains sunny.

Alastair Gilmour
Editor, Cheers North East

Th e Centurion at Newcastle Central Station is 120 
years old this month – or more accurately, the First 
Class Refreshment Room which the pub emerged 
from, was opened to the public for the fi rst time on 
October 26, 1893. It not only serves great beer and 
terrifi c food – and it’s great to know regulars are 
attracted by “the canny staff ” – Th e Centurion is one 
of the most beautiful and expensively decorated 
pubs in the country. Its Burmantoft tiling, Doric 
columns and unusual artwork regularly bring out 
gasps of delight from visitors and there could hardly 
be a better introduction to the city of Newcastle.
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REGULARS BANDING TOGETHER
The Robin Hood in Jarrow, South Tyneside, 
now under the care of Norman Scott, has 
been introducing several new initiatives, such 
as Sherwood’s Sunday Carvery and a new 
beer garden – but the ale offer remains fi rmly 
Jarrow Brewery infl uenced.

A beer and music festival is scheduled 
for October 18-20 (the imaginatively named 
Hoodstock featuring 10 local bands is on Saturday 
October 19). This is a little bit different from the 
normal festival as all proceeds will go towards 
helping 15-year-old Rebecca Marnock from 
Cumbria’s dreams come true. 

Rebecca, pictured, is terminally ill with cancer, 
there is no cure for her rare condition, and it’s 
believed she won’t see her 16th birthday. This has 
touched the hearts of Robin Hood regulars who 

have already raised £7,800 in conjunction with the 
Port of Tyne. Rebecca’s friends, family and Maryport 
townsfolk have been helping fulfi ll her dreams and 
although she is unable to fl y, for instance, donations 
will help her two little brothers have the holiday 
abroad she cannot have – plus she was recently 
able to meet her heroes, boy band JLS.

Brave Rebecca has been offered trials of a new 
cancer drug at Great Ormond Street Hospital in 
London with no guarantees that the treatment will 
work, but it will help specialists and other youngsters 
in the future.

Hoodstock will feature live music from 10 local 
bands, more than 30 cask ales and sausages from 
around the world. 

Our photo of Rebecca Marnock is courtesy of 
the Times & Star Workington.

DOCTOR LOOKING 
FOR PATIENTS
A former civil servant has opened 
a 20-seater pub nestled between a 
tattoo parlour and a curry house. And 
Phil Thompson PhD hopes his tiny 
Middlesbrough premises will prove to be a 
big hit with cask and craft ale fans.

There’s only room for 20 seated customers 
and eight standing in Dr Phil’s Real Ale House, 
but Phil is confi dent the cosy mix of good 
conversation and superb beer from four ever-
changing sources, will be a huge success.

Phil is a long-standing member of the 
Campaign for Real Ale (Camra) Cleveland 
branch and it was a pint in his local (of course) 
that gave him food for thought.

He says: “The turning point was in the Rat 
Race micropub on Hartlepool Station. Peter 
Morgan who runs it said if you could open a 
micropub there, you could open one anywhere. 
Then at the Cleveland Beer Festival, a few guys 
were talking about how you were guaranteed 
a good pint at the Rat Race – and that was my 
lightbulb moment.”

Phil’s search led him to a former offi ce on 
Roman Road in Middlesbrough. 

Hopefully, the rest will be history.
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REEL ALE IN THE PICTURE
Newcastle city centre is about 
to get a stylish new bar and 
restaurant – with a cinema 
attached. The Tyneside Cinema 
is to undergo a £1.3m expansion 
which will feature a new concept 
in North East fi lm viewing – a 
small cabaret cinema space 
where customers can sit at a 
table, have a drink and watch a 
movie.

Work is will begin early in 2014 
to transform the adjacent former 
Barclays Bank – which is part of 
the Tyneside Cinema building – into 
the new bar and restaurant. When it 
opens next summer, it will also allow 
the cinema, which dates from 1937, to 
have an entrance from Pilgrim Street.

The idea was inspired by the 
award-winning Roxy, a London pub 

and cinema venue where customers 
can lounge on armchairs behind thick 
red curtains to watch an eclectic 
range of fi lms.

Tyneside Cinema chief executive 
Mark Dobson, above, said: “That, 
essentially, is what we want to create 
here.”

The independently-run Tyneside 
Coffee Rooms will be unaffected by 
the planned changes but the present 
third-fl oor Tyneside Bar will close. 
In its place will be a new 40-seat 
viewing area operating as a free 
video art gallery during the day and a 
cinema in the evening

The new bar and restaurant will 
be run by the Tyneside itself, with the 
creation of up to 20 jobs. A £100,000 
public appeal has been launched. For 
details visit www.tynesidecinema.co.uk

A Newcastle bar, live music venue 
and nightclub is inviting people to 
“look beyond the scaffolding” in a 
major relaunch. The Head of Steam 
on Neville Street, opposite Central 
Station, has been surrounded by 
scaffolding for almost 10 years (due 
to the facing panels on the building 
above having a tendency to drop off) 
but the new, 90-capacity basement 
promises to be better than ever with 
brand-new in-house PA and lighting 
system, new welcoming décor, and a 
promotions team made up of some 
of the best live and club promoters in 

the North East. The Head of Steam 
“where all the big bands play before 
they get big” has been a cultural 
hub close to the epicentre of the 
Newcastle music, arts – and beer – 
community since 1996 with a track 
record of bringing the likes of Kings 
Of Leon, The Arctic Monkeys, Hot 
Chip and Bloc Party to the region 
before anyone else.

The offi cial relaunch of The Head 
Of Steam venue is Friday October 
18 (7.30pm-3am) and features a live 
performance from Razmataz Lorry 
Excitement, followed by resident DJs.

SOUNDS LIKE A PLAN
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Durham City-based Hill Island Brewery hosts 
mini beer festivals on its Back Silver Street 
premises on the fi rst two Saturdays of every 
month, so make a date for October 5 and 12..

They will feature six beers, including Up To 
11! IPA (7.00% abv), which was runner-up in the 
Battle of the Beers competition at the recent 
Durham Camra Beer Festival, and Thai Red 
(4.3% abv), which is infused with fresh ginger, 
lemongrass and lime leaves, and was winner of 
the public vote at Durham Beer Festival.

Thai Red is also available in bottles from 
from the Hill Island stall in Durham Market 
Hall, which the microbrewery shares with The 
Curry Shop. And, talking of curry, Raval Luxury 
Indian Restaurant in Gateshead has created a 
Newcastle Curry using Newcastle Brown Ale in 
the sauce.

The restaurant’s chefs devised a special 
menu to mark the 85th anniversary of the Tyne 
Bridge this month, which follows a trend of 
their Asian-fusion dishes containing a variety of 
local ingredients.

The kitchen wizards have also created an 
Indian dessert featuring Lindisfarne Mead.

BEER WITH CURRY, 
CURRY WITH BEER

HUGE INVESTMENTS 
SET TO PAY OFF
More than a million pounds is being invested on 
North East pubs over the next few months as 
one of the country’s biggest operators rolls out 
a new programme..

Star Pubs & Bars, Heineken’s pub business, is 
investing £932,304 in six pub refurbishments on 
Tyneside and a further £200,000 in Durham.

The £291,000 refurbishment of The 
New Dolphin on North Shields Fish Quay is 
transforming it from a run-down drinkers’ pub into 
a destination food pub – to be renamed Staith 
House – which will be run by Michelin star Master 
Chef fi nalist John Calton and his business partner 
James Laffen. 

Other pubs benefi ting from investment include 
The Marquis of Granby near Sunniside and the 
Pelaw Inn, Gateshead; The Peacock in Kenton, 
LYH in Northumberland Road and The Victory in 
Gosforth – all Newcastle.

Star Pubs & Bars trading director Chris 
Jowsey says: “People are spending less time 
and money in pubs. To reverse this trend and be 
successful in today’s market, pubs must improve 

their offering to customers and this means 
investing in pubs to create a welcoming and 
relevant environment to all customers.”

Star Pubs & Bars has also refurbished The 
City pub in Durham at a cost of £157,000 which, 
with external decoration and new signage for The 
Big Jug in the city, follows a £50,000 investment 
in the Red Lion at Plawsworth, County Durham.

Following a fl ood last year, new signage, 
internal redecoration and a new bar area have 
already proved a great success.Since reopening in 
the spring, the Red Lion has seen a 25% uplift on 
pre-fl ood trade.



A comedy play based on the 
Dracula story is set to tour the 
region’s pubs.

Ed, pictured on the left with 
writing partner Trevor Wood, has 
notched up some of the most 
successful North East plays in 
the past decade or so. He says: 
“Everyone knows about Dracula and 
how it was at Whitby that he first 
came ashore. I felt we could have 
great fun with Dracula being a bit 
passed his best and, being pursued 
by vampire hunters, takes refuge at 
the Whitby Goth Festival.”

The North East pub and intimate 
venue tour this autumn will fine-tune 
the show. Dracula: Die Laughing 
plays Collingwood College, 
Durham, on Tuesday October 29; 
the Magnesia Bank, North Shields 
(October 30), and the Isis in 
Sunderland between October 31 
and November 2. Tickets cost £8 
and £5 (unwaged) and are available 
from the venues or via the Dracula: 
Die Laughing Facebook site.  

Gareth Hunter of Ion 
Productions says: “Oh, and we’d love 
people to come in Gothic costume.”
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BIG ROUND FOR THE BAND
The Hotspur in Newcastle 
has featured Holden’s Buffalo 
Soldier (4.5% abv) on a couple of 
recent occasions.

The Bob Marley-inspired beer 
from the West Midlands brewery’s 
Rock Gods range (which includes 
Rocket Man and Joshua Tree) is 
part of an emerging trend of bands 
being linked to beer.

In recent months, sales of 
Iron Maiden Trooper, brewed by 

Robinson’s of Stockport, have 
gone crazy, selling a million pints 
in its first eight weeks, while 
Madness invited Growler Brewery 
to produce Gladness lager, indie 
pop band Reverend And The 
Makers commissioned a Summer 
Ale from Thornbridge Brewery (very 
nice too), and folk/punk singer-
songwriter Frank Turner has his 
own stable of ales that includes a 
terrific wheat beer.

COUNT ON ED FOR A GREAT LAUGH
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BULLSEYE 
FOR BEER

The tiny Mithril Ales, based at Aldbrough 
St John, near Darlington, is brewing twice 
a week to keep up with demand, with all 
of its beers being spoken for two weeks 
in advance.

“In fact, the beer I’m brewing today is 
already sold,” said brewery owner Pete Fenwick 
when Cheers called. “The October beers I’ll 
have out along with my regulars – Dere Street 
(3.8% abv), A66 (4.0% abv) and Flower 
Power (4.3% abv) – are Bow & Arrow, a 3.7% 
abv pale ale to celebrate the World Archery 
Championships; Mad Hatter, a 3.9% abv 
golden beer, for Mad Hatter Day on October 
6, and Richmond 10K, a 3.7% abv amber 
ale, brewed for the Richmond 10km race 
that coincides with Richmond Beer Festival 
on October 11-13.

“We’ve also got William the Conkerer (3.8% 
abv) for the conker season; Clocks Back 3.9% 
abv, another pale ale, and a Hallowe’en beer 
called Bat’s Brew (4.0% abv).”

SONNET 43 LEADING FROM THE FRONT
Sonnet 43 Brew House is poised to open 
its next pub after months of planning and 
renovation work.

The White Lead: A Sonnet 43 Brew Pub & 
Restaurant in Hebburn, South Tyneside, was 
previously Dougie’s Tavern. The landmark pub had 
become quite rundown, but will take similar shape 
to Sonnet 43’s fi rst pub, The Lambton Worm 
in Chester le Street, which has proved a great 
success since reopening earlier this year. 

The White Lead will sell all the Sonnet 43 
beers, as well as a selection of guest ales, 
and will serve traditional British fare with a 
modern interpretation and a strong emphasis on 
local produce.

Sonnet 43 Brew House owner Mark Hird says: 
“We wanted a name that was relevant to the area. 

Originally a Victorian pub called The Royal Hotel, it 
was affectionately known by people in Jarrow and 
Hebburn from the late 1800s as The White Lead 
– many of the properties in the area were covered 
with white powder from the local lead works.

“I’m pleased to say the pub is now looking 
great and we are ready to welcome customers 
from very early October.”

The White Lead is number two of three 
brewpubs Sonnet 43 planned for 2013, the next 
in line being the Kicking Cuddy at Coxhoe, County 
Durham, which the brewery adjoins. Work has also 
begun at this site with an expected opening later 
this year.

The Lambton Worm recently won best cask 
beer pub in Scotland, North East & Yorkshire in 
the BT Sport Great British Pub Awards. 



www.cheersnortheast.co.uk / CHEERS / 9

HAVE YOU MET 
BARBIE AND KEG?
Two brewers have put damaged beer kegs to 
good use in innovative fashion. The summer 
may be over but Martin Hammill of Hadrian 
Border Brewery in Newcastle and Oliver 
Fozard from Roosters Brewery in North 
Yorkshire are refusing to give up on barbecue 
weather by constructing their own grills.

“I’ve christened mine the Black Pig,” says 
Martin, who was helped on the project by 
metalworker John Rutherford. “I think she’s a 
beauty. She had her maiden voyage cooking 
mackerel I caught the night before. God bless 
her and all that burns in her.”

Oliver’s looks a posh affair with its brick fl ame 
pit. Char-grilled rooster, anyone?

STAYING IN 
FOR A WHILE
A man who stole three barrels of beer – 
containing a total of 260 pints – from an Irish 
pub intended to drink it all himself, a court 
has heard.

Mark Crawford pleaded guilty to the theft 
of three barrels of Heineken worth �540 
from outside Cagney’s bar in Askeaton, West 
Limerick, after CCTV footage identifi ed him as 
the culprit.

The court heard that Crawford is “a chronic 
alcoholic” with liver problems, and that the stolen 
beer was “solely for his own consumption”. 
The court also heard that the beer has not 
been recovered.

Solicitor Michael O’Donnell, defending, said 
“he drinks a lot” and when asked by judge Mary 
Larkin how he intended to tap them, he replied: 
“He has a tap, I imagine.”

Mr O’Donnell requested that the case be 
adjourned for several months in order to give 
the accused a “realistic” chance of paying 
compensation to Heineken. The case was 
adjourned until October 8.

NEWS
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GOLDEN AWARD 
BLOOMING GREAT
The Golden Lion in Sedgefield, County 
Durham, has come top in the 2013 
Northumbria In Bloom competition category 
for best effort for the upkeep of external 
pub or hotel premises.  

Congratulations to landlady Margaret 
Cooper and her team, particularly as they’re 
relatively new to the 1870s-built pub. Keeping 
beer gardens, planters and hanging baskets 
in prime condition is hard work, but it presents 
the pub in a favourable light, so it’s well worth 
the effort.

YOUR DINNER’S 
IN THE DOG
In early 2012 The Brandling Villa in South 
Gosforth, Newcastle, was at the centre of a 
global media frenzy when it introduced beer 
for dogs.

Now has revamped its haute canine cuisine 
menu after pub dogs Frank (pictured) and 
Ladybird deliberated over a range of dishes to 
whittle down to four or five dog classics. The 
new dishes have gone down particularly well 
with visitors’ pet pooches and Brandling Villa 
landlord Dave Carr (“father” of Frank) is equally 
happy with their popularity.

He says: “Fillet O’ Frank is a mini pork 
schnitzel, or if your hound has a taste for Tex-
Mex, they can tuck into our ‘Perros Hermanos’, 
a rawhide taco filled with ground pork with a 
crumbled dog biscuit topping. Yum.

“For the more traditional mutt, there are the 
Sunday roasts, featuring beef brisket in ‘cat 
flavoured’ gravy. Our pub is a mix of old and 
new customers, attracting different generations 
– sometimes of the same family. It seems odd 
to leave the dog out of this mix. Frank’s my 
best mate, so that’s who I go to the pub with.”



NEWS
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Congratulations to Allendale, 
Mordue, Anarchy, Black Sheep 
and Hambleton breweries for 
their recent success in the SIBA 
(The Society of Independent 
Brewers) North East Region beer 
competition 2013. 

The overall North East champion 
was Sunshine, produced by Brass 
Castle brewery at Pocklington. 
Pocklington is near Goole in East 
Yorkshire, so when did it become 
part of the North East? Without 
taking anything away from what 
is quite probably a lovely beer, 

perhaps Brass Castle and other 
gold medallists – Ilkley Black 
(West Yorkshire), White Rat (West 
Yorkshire), Great Heck Treasure 
IPA (West Yorkshire), Wharfebank 
Yorkshire Stout (West Yorkshire) 
and Saltaire Triple (West Yorkshire) 
– should have their own regional 
competition. Let’s call it East-West 
Yorkshire. Celebrate SIBA gold 
awards anyway with real North East 
winners Black Sheep Best Bitter, 
Anarchy Sublime Chaos, Hambleton 
Nightmare, Allendale Golden Plover 
and Mordue Killswitch 51.

PLAYING CARLSBERG AND INDIANS
Carlsberg, the Danish premium 
beer producer, has launched 
Tuborg Booster in India, a fruit-
flavoured strong beer that it 
hopes will tap into the youth and 
female market.

Booster is now available in West 
Bengal and Maharashtra and the 
company is looking to cash in on 
the growing popularity of strong 

beer, which now forms 85% of the 
$2bn beer market and is expected 
to touch 90% in two years.

Carlsberg has seven breweries 
in India. Marketing director Subodh 
Marwah said: “The annual per capita 
consumption in India is not even two 
litres per person. If you look at the 
US it’s 70 litres, Germany 100, and 
Czech Republic close to 135 litres.”

EAST, WEST, NORTH EAST’S BEST
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NEWS FEATURE: END OF TERM REPORT

SO, HOW WAS IT FOR YOU?
Following the best summer we’ve had since… the 

previous best one… we invited a selection of reviews 
from a wide section of the trade

KAREN ERRINGTON,
THE RAT INN, ANICK, 
NORTHUMBERLAND
What effect has the best 
summer in recent years had 
on business? For a start, 
everyone’s mood seems to have 
been lifted; we’ve been mobbed 
with a steady fl ow of tourists 
who’ve helped to swell the 
regular numbers. People have 
been noticeably more agreeable, 
more tolerant of delays and just 
out to enjoy themselves. Yes, 
the air of optimism has defi nitely 
been tangible. Trade has been 
encouragingly buoyant, drinks 
spend has been signifi cantly 
up, leisurely afternoons and 
evenings in the garden (squint 
and you could be in the South of 
France) accounting for most. Our 
food trade has remained equally 
strong, though without the benefi t 
of our lovely beer garden I’m 
not sure how we’d have coped 
– we’ve regularly had to move 
indoor tables outside. More of the 
same next year, please.
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In the general media it’s always 
more interesting to show stark 
photoshots of empty, boarded-
up pubs and businesses, 
but there’s actually a lot to 
shout about. I guess “Pub 
Does Moderately Well” isn’t a 
headline that’ll impress.

We’re a relatively young 
business, started with very little 
capital, but we’ve seen over 
1,000% growth in turnover 

DAVE CARR, 
THE BRANDLING VILLA
SOUTH GOSFORTH 
NEWCASTLE

since our fi rst year in 2009. This 
summer was our best yet, with our 
poorest week grossing the same 
as our best weeks in 2012. 

It’s true that we’ve had to think 
outside the box at times – like 
our moustache championship and 
our new dog menu – but some of 
the very basic things we do have 
been very well attended. We have 
20-odd quiz teams every week 
and our Wednesday pie night 
is always bustling, proving that 
people haven’t really changed – 
they just want it done well. 

There seem to be more pubs 
opening up – and the right kind of 
pubs too, selling good products. 
It’s a kind of a watershed moment.

JONATHAN BARNES,
BUDWEISER BUDVAR UK
As Budvar accounts manager, 
on-trade north, I can defi nitely 
say it’s a case of – in the 
words of the Eric and Ernie 
song – “give me sunshine”.  
Our sales in the North East this 
year have grown by 35% and 
I have to put a lot of it down to 
the fabulous summer. It’s not just 
a question of sunshine making 
people thirsty, it’s the effect it has 
on the whole thought-process, 
making people feel better about 
life and more inclined to enjoy the 
good things it offers – such as 

top-end beers like ours. We have 
had a presence for some time 
around Newcastle, of course, and 
continue to grow our following 
there, but we are also gaining 
ground amongst drinkers in what 
are for us are new territories. 
A year ago we had practically 
no presence in Sunderland or 
Middlesbrough but they are 
turning into thriving Budvar 
hubs. I confi dently predict that 
this winter will see our Budvar 
Dark and Yeast draught beers 
sustaining our momentum. But 
the overall factor has got to be 
the discrimination of North East 
drinkers who clearly recognise a 
good thing when they taste it.
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It’s been a hell of summer and the 
impressive range of beers being served 
up in the North East has been the perfect 
thirst quencher.

The Free Trade Inn in Newcastle, for 
instance, capitalised on their beer gardens 
and impressive vistas with their saison 

ANDREW MITCHELL
BEER BLOGGER  
AND ALE ENTHUSIAST

weekend. Partnering with the multi award-
winning Feathers Inn, punters were treated to 
lashings of fantastic food and a stellar range 
of farmhouse beers. The summer sun ensured 
the queues were as breathtaking as the Free 
Trade’s views over the Tyne.

The August Bank Holiday beer festival at 
the nearby Cumberland Arms also benefited 
from the wonderful weather. Their remarkable 
range of bottles, kegs and casks drew in 
the punters like a moth to a flame. (For me, 
Allendale’s Raspberry Sour was the lip-
puckering gift that kept on giving.)

The weather might have been less than 
brilliant for Anarchy Brew Co’s Mash Up Fest, 
but that didn’t stop people flocking to Morpeth 
to bask in a day of great music and great beer. 
The North East’s first-ever kegged beer and 
music festival saw a sublime line-up from the 
likes of Beavertown, Alechemy, Lovibonds, 
Red Willow and many more breweries.

And, despite a recent change in personnel, 
Anarchy continues to raise its profile on the 
North East beer scene with summer stunner 
CitraStar spotted on handpulls and fonts all 
over the region.



END OF TERM REPORT

A summer of sunshine in Ireland, now 
that’s a new phenomenon. Also new is 
the explosion of microbrewing with the 
addition of at least 10 new microbreweries 
this year to date.

People are going to pubs seeking out new 
flavours and wider choice of beer – for too long 
there has been a huge lack of variety available 
to the Irish punter with Guinness being the 
dominant brand. Publicans are seeing a new 
trend in their customers who are willing to pay a 
little extra for quality craft beer.

We specialise in small group tours that 
provide the traveller and beer enthusiast with a 
unique and high quality holiday experience. The 
five-day tour, beginning in Dublin, combines an 
appreciation of Ireland’s emerging independent 
craft beer industry – like the photo of the White 
Gypsy Brewery in Kerry – with visits to the 
abundance of heritage sites interspersed among 
the stunning scenery that Ireland has to offer.

This summer saw a drop off in people going 
to the pub straight after work – preferring to 
catch the sunshine in outdoor areas and then 
progressing to the pub late evening. Overall, more 
people were out and about favouring the pubs 
with outdoor seating or a beer garden. 

MIA TOBIN,  
BREWERY HOPS OF IRELAND
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SIMON VICKERS,  
THE BARRELS ALE HOUSE,  
BERWICK UPON TWEED
It has been a decent summer for us at The 
Barrels although trading in Berwick generally 
remains challenging. The town centre has 
more quiet days than busy ones. 

Down where we are on Bridge Street, 
however, things are moving in the right 
direction. Thanks to the Berwick Historic Area 
Improvement Scheme, the exteriors of most of 
the listed buildings are being fully renovated and 
returned to their former glory. We’re grateful to 

English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery for 
their part-funding of the project. We have already 
had a couple of new shops open on the street 
and hope the work will be a catalyst for trade.

In early September we organised the beer 
element of Berwick Beer and Food Festival 
(above). It exceeded all our expectations and with 
the help of some decent weather, we had a great 
weekend entertaining locals and visitors alike. 
Visitors were able to sample around 40 different 
beers and ciders. Our focus was on producers 
most local to us – Bear Claw, Berwick, Scottish 
Borders, Tempest – as well as several guests 
from Fyne Ales, Thornbridge, Alechemy, Wylam, 
Hadrian Border and Dark Star. We are planning 
next year’s festival already.



16 / CHEERS / www.cheersnortheast.co.uk

AREA FOCUS: EAST AND WEST BOLDON

FORTUNE FAVOURS THE BOLDONS
Pub food has never been more of an attraction than when people are watching their 

wallets. We take a look at what one area has to off er

It’s a fairly simple fact of pub life 
that if you don’t have an appropriate 
food off er it’s highly likely you’re 
missing out on a substantial 
profi t opportunity. 

Pub meals, including drinks sold 
with food, account for some £9.8bn of 
the national market – and that’s a lot of 
belly pork and nachos. 

Survey after survey points to the 
importance of serving food in pubs. 
Consumers are now nearly three times 
as likely to prefer food-led pubs over 
wet-led pubs (although a chunky 29% of 
consumers report that they regard an 
extensive beer list of “high importance”).

Most intelligence reports into pubs, 
bars and the nation’s drinking habits 
have found that a majority of pub-goers 

(55%) believe that pubs off er better value than 
restaurants for comparable quality. Th ey also 
like the range of food now typically on off er and 
they fi nd the experience more relaxing and a 
more fl exible option than eating in a restaurant.

Th ere is no doubt that pubs with a great 
value food off er are having a “good” recession. It 
is the socially active under-25s and 25-34s who 
dine at pubs most often. Respectively, 50% and 
43% of these age groups eat at pubs monthly or 
more often, compared with 38% on average.

And customers say they want a mix of the 
old and new in food terms – 64% said they 
prefer pub menus to feature a mix of traditional 
dishes along with contemporary options and 
internationally-inspired dishes. So there’s no 
doubt that today’s customer is looking for 
something more substantial than Nobby’s Nuts 
with a side of dominoes.
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The Grey Horse, East Boldon, 
is a magnificent listed edifice, 
one of those old coaching 
houses you’d expect to see in a 
Dickensian engraving.

 Even on a wet Tuesday it’s a 
popular food and drink destination, 
particularly for families (with 
Sundays even more so – kids 
eat for £1).

First, though, billowing flower 
tubs, planters and hanging baskets 
make a particularly fine welcome. 
The pub is huge but with different 
dining and drinking areas cleverly 
separated off customers can enjoy a 
much more intimate experience. A 
pleasing combination of traditional 
and contemporary furnishings 
and decoration play their part 
with particularly attractive timber 
finishings, exposed brickwork and 
stone facings. Centrepiece is a 

magnificent mahogany fireplace 
that works equally well as room 
divider and elbow rest while 
supping your Thwaites Lancaster 
Bomber, Wainwright, Charles Wells 
Bombardier, or draught San Miguel. 

Food-wise, if you’re canny, you 
can take advantage of some terrific 
offers with daily deals and weekend 
specials right across the range. For 
example, a sharing house platter 
is toasted pulled beef quesadillas 
( filled tortilla), mini burgers, 
beer-battered onion rings, cheesy 
garlic ciabatta, potato wedges, mini 
salad, home-made coleslaw with 
sour cream and dips.

Grey Horse pub classics include 
beer-battered fish and chips and 
steak and Black Sheep ale pie, 
while a variety of sandwiches, 
burgers and a snacking menu are 
ever-popular options.

Framed certificates in the bar 
show that The Red Lion, West 
Boldon, is a regular Northumbria 
In Bloom award winner – but 
you’d know that anyway with 
the magnificent tumbling floral 
displays surrounding the pub.

The timber-beamed and 
exposed brickwork public bar 
and intimate snug – ideal for 
business assignments or romantic 
adventures – are ideal for 
animated conversation or quiet 
contemplation and the pub also 
appears to be a popular meeting 
place for folks catching up over 
a glass or two of Mordue Workie 
Ticket or Black Sheep Best Bitter.

Two separate dining rooms in 
the family-run pub offer a choice; 
the west-facing conservatory laps 
up the sun until late in the evening, 
while its neighbour’s eye-catching 

feature is a set of high-backed 
driftwood chairs that Robinson 
Crusoe might have fashioned on 
his desert island.

Food offers include a Credit 
Crunch Lunch and an Early Diner 
option (£9.95) and the pick of the 
main courses is a real toss-up – 
Red Lion burger with bacon and 
cheese; home-made pies (with the 
recommendation you ask the staff 
for details); traditional hotpot; 
corned beef hash with a fried egg 
and thick-cut chips, or oven-
roasted salmon fillet with new 
potatoes and Provençal sauce.

There’s little doubt that 
East and West Boldon offer a 
particularly interesting food, 
drink and socialising experience. 
And, you wouldn’t want to miss 
out on a slice of a £9.8bn market, 
would you?



HISTORY IN 
NEWCASTLE UPON TILE 
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 A much admired Newcastle pub – a terrifi c 
introduction to the city for train travellers 

– has reached a milestone

Exactly 120 years ago this month, Newcastle 
Central Station First Class Refreshment 
Room opened its doors to the public for the 
fi rst time. 

Th e great and the good fi led in to be wined 
and dined and subsequently amazed at the 
opulence that surrounded them.

Today, of course, it operates as Th e Centurion 
Bar and fortunately for us, it continues to 
provide the fi rst class refreshment that it 
promised on Th ursday October 26, 1893.

Th e Newcastle Daily Journal “Special 
Edition” of that day reported: “Th e room, in 
its fi nished state, will be opened to the public 
today (Th ursday).

“Th e refreshment rooms, which are naturally 
a subject of interest to the travelling public, have 
now been brought to a high state of effi  ciency. 
Th e fi ne Station Hotel will compare favourably 
with anything of the kind in the country 
and, though on a smaller scale, the fi rst class 
refreshment room has now been reconstructed 
and decorated on the same elaborate lines.

“On entering the room one is struck by its 
pleasing and lightsome appearance. One marked 
feature is the improvement eff ected by the 
removal of the old fl at ceiling light, which had at 
all times the appearance of requiring a wash and 
brush up, and which rendered the room, even on 
bright days, dull and heavy.

“Where that fl at light was there is now an 
open lantern light, from which there proceeds 
a fl ood of light, and which also admits of the 
better ventilation of the room. Th is by day, and 
the use of the electric light at night, will render 
the room at all times pleasant and comfortable.”

Newcastle Central Station was originally 
commissioned in the 1840s by George Hudson, 
“the railway king”, who appointed John Dobson 
as architect. Hudson wanted to incorporate the 
fi nest fi rst class railway lounge in the world into 
his grand scheme, however, plans were put on 
hold until 1892 due to a fi nancial scandal. North 
East railway architect William Bell eventually 
took over the fi tting out and completion of 
the project.

Th e Victorian tiles adorning the walls are 
said to be the fi nest example of Burmantoft 
(Leeds) baroque tiles outside a museum. At fi rst 
sight it is a breathtaking experience.

(Further examples of Burmantoft tiles can 
be seen in Newcastle’s Central Arcade and on 
the exterior of Th e Beehive pub in the city’s 
Bigg Market.)

Th e Centurion is decorated from fl oor to 
ceiling and top-lit by a tiled skylight with huge 
decorative columns dominating both ends of 
the room. A 14-foot square painting of the North 
Tyne Valley by artist Byron Dawson – a late 20th 
century addition – takes pride of place between 
two, 20-foot high Doric obelisks.

Th e room closed in the 1960s when the 
British Transport Police started using part of 
it as cells. British Rail, which then owned it, 
appeared to care very little for the building’s 
grade-I listed status and took sledgehammers to 
some of the walls, putting in external piping and 
painting the tiles a lurid red.

In 2000, Keeping Inn Ltd acquired the 
building and painstakingly restored it as Th e 
Centurion Bar – back to its former John Dobson-
designed glory with the help of Th e Railway 

words: Alastair Gilmour   pictures: Peter Skelton

FEATURE: THE CENTURION AT 120

“THEY COME FOR THE 
ATMOSPHERE – AND THE 
CANNY STAFF – AS WELL AS 
OUR REAL ALES WHICH WE 
DO REALLY WELL WITH.”.”
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Byron Dawson, painter of the canvas at one 
end of The Centurion, was born in Oxford 
in 1896 and moved to Newcastle to serve an 
engineering apprenticeship where his drawing 
skills became noticed. He went on to attend 
the city’s Armstrong College School of Art, 
later being offered a post at the college as an 
assistant master in painting.

He worked as an illustrator for the Newcastle 
Evening Chronicle, exhibited at the Royal 
Academy in London, and his works hung in 
Newcastle’s Laing Art Gallery as well as many 
other prestigious venues. He is said to have lived 
in spartan conditions in an attic on Newcastle’s 
Saville Row although in his final abode he was 
surrounded by beautiful artefacts as a guest 
in the residential part of the Plummer Tower 
Museum, off Market Street in the city. 

However, his latter years were spent in 
poverty, based on a small income from tuition 
fees from private pupils and the occasional 
sale of a watercolour. He would often be seen 
walking the streets of Newcastle with his flowing 
hair and long overcoat. He died in 1968.

ART WITHIN ART

Heritage Trust and Network Rail. Today, with 
fittings worth an astonishing £3.8m, the bar is 
quite literally a work of art. 

The Grand Room Bar (The Centurion Bar) 
was voted “Newcastle’s Best Watering Hole” 
by the Observer in 2008 and was winner of 
the Best Bar award in the same year. The pub 
has featured in several television programmes, 
including A History of Tyneside (hosted by Ant 
& Dec), Gok Wan’s How to look Good Naked, 
and a Japanese production of Great Train 
Journeys of the World.

Ronnie Dowdeswell, general manager, has 
been at The Centurion since 2001 and reports 
that every aspect of the business is going 
really well.

He says: “It’s mainly passing trade during the 
day with it being part of Central Station, but we 
have our regulars who start to come in in the 
early evenings. 

“They come for the atmosphere – and the 
canny staff – as well as our real ales which we 
do really well with. We have Deuchars IPA, 
Black Sheep Bitter and Jarrow Rivet Catcher on 
permanently with another two guests which 
are usually from local micros.

“Visitors are always impressed when they 
come in – a lot of them ask questions, so we 
show them the book of photos we keep behind 
the bar. The different films and television 
programmes that have been made here 
promote the place – not that it needs a huge 
boost, but it all helps.”
Cover photo: Demi Morrison at 
The Centurion.



Th e Campaign For Real Ale 
(Camra) Good Beer Guide 
is generally regarded as a 
barometer of the health of the 
nation’s beer and pub industry.

Th e annual publication – 
wieighing a kilo and featuring some 
5,200 beers – is often referred to as 
“the beer bible” by its devotees, but 
has its critics – not least that the 
inclusion and exclusion of some 
pubs is a contentious issue at local 
level with diff erent rules seemingly 
applied across the sector.

Th at said, the new 2014 edition 
reports that in the North East, 10 
new breweries opened in the last 
12 months and 25 new pubs are 
included (with a similar number 
turfed out from the 2013 guide for 
varying reasons that include beer 
quality). 

Th e region’s best pub has also 
been named  – Th e Quakerhouse 
in Darlington which goes forward 
with 15 others across the country 
to fi nd Camra’s best in Britain.

Th e pub was judged against 
numerous other local branch 
winners with atmosphere, decor, 
welcome, service, value for 
money, customer mix, and most 
importantly, quality of beer taken 
into consideration.

In total the North East has 173 
pubs listed in the guide.

A quick glance reveals that 
new entries include Th e Forth, 
Th e Hotspur and the Trent 
House in Newcastle; Hugo’s, 
Tynemouth; the Magnesia Bank, 
North Shields; Stag’s Head, 

South Shields; Durham City RFC; 
Bridge End, Ovingham and the 
Red Lion in Newbrough  (both 
Northumberland).

High-profi le “casualties” 
include the Newcastle Arms and 
the Town Wall in Newcastle, the 
Cumberland Arms in Tynemouth 
and the Star Inn at Netherton 
in Northumberland, which had 
been included in every edition 
of the Good Beer Guide since its 
inception in 1973.

Th e pub is run by Vera Morton-
Wilson who was born in the 
1788-vintage pub and continues 
a family tradition that started 
in 1917 when her grandparents 
arrived there by pony and trap.

“Th ey came here from the Grey 
Horse in East Boldon after it was 
burned down,” she told Cheers 
editor Alastair Gilmour some time 
ago. “It took them all day.”

Gordon Heal, Camra’s Tyneside 
& Northumberland branch 
vice-chairman, said of the pub’s 
omission: “It’s a sensitive issue, 
but the Star Inn no longer met the 
criteria for inclusion. 

“We’d heard rumours there 
was often no cask ale and that the 
landlady was having to throw some 
out. 

“Th e pub was also opening 
fewer hours, so we had to examine 
the criteria thoroughly – and had 
to bite the bullet. 

“Th e Good Beer Guide bar has 
been raised with so many good 
pubs in the area that deserved to 
be included.”

5,200 BEERS LATER
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5,200 BEERS LATER

LAUNCHED: THE CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 2014
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FEATURE: BRIDGE TAVERN

The Bridge Tavern, nestled under the Tyne 
Bridge in Newcastle, is up and running. 

The brewpub has brought an exciting new 
dimension to the city’s food and drink scene 
with its attention to detail in every aspect – and 
hoisted the quality factor up a notch or two.

Several other developments elsewhere in 
Newcastle – on-site brewing at The Trent House 
and Offshore 44, plus a newly-refurbished 
Fitzgeralds pub – show the pub and beer scene is 
being driven by enterprise. Bridge Tavern operator 
Dave Stone, pictured right with Rob Cameron and 
Matt Boyle, says: “Far be it for me to wax lyrical 
about it. It speaks for itself.”

THERE’S A 
TAVERN IN 
THE TOON



NEWS
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR BRIDGE

NEW BREWERY, NEW BREW

FANCY A JAR 
OF JARL?

FOR WHOM 
THE BELL TOILS

Jo Hodson of the Cumberland 
Arms, perched atop the Ouseburn 
Valley in Newcastle, has brought 
us up to date with some exciting 
events this month.

She says: “For our Autumn 
Beer Festival this year – Friday 
October 18 till Sunday October 
20 – we’re featuring 30 cask beers, 
20 ciders and 10 keg beers, plus a 
wide selection of bottled beers. On 
Saturday October 19, it’s 135 years 

since the opening of Byker Bridge 
and we’re holding the celebrations 
here. We will be recreating parts of 
the original opening ceremony with 
a colliery brass band, rapper dancers, 
a Punch & Judy Show and lots of 
traditional Victorian games for all 
the family. And on the Sunday we’re 
delighted to be hosting Autumn 
Graze, a fantastic feast of local food 
involving some of the North East’s 
fi nest foodies.”

Jarrow Brewery’s new plant at 
the Tyne Tunnel Estate on South 
Tyneside is now up and running 
after a summer of delays. Owner 
Jess McConnell – ever the 
optimist – admits that it was such 
a huge project anyway it was 
likely to hit snags. 
“I’d like to thank Hadrian Border 
Brewery for helping out contract 
brewing over the last few weeks 
till we got ready,” says Jess. “IWe’ve 

brewed a celebratory new beer, 
Jarrow Amber Ale (3.8% abv), which 
is ready to go out to trade.”

Jarrow MP Stephen Hepburn 
performed the ribbon-cutting duties 
in front of a guest-list of brewing 
dignitaries, local council offi cials and 
professionals from various disciplines 
who helped drive the project under 
the direction of brewery consultant 
David Smith, working alongside Jess 
and Alison McConnell.

Ben Rea, manager of The Bodega 
on Westgate Road, Newcastle, has 
been so impressed by the quality 
of Fyne Ales Jarl (3.8% abv) – and 
the customer demand for it – that 
he’s decided to keep it on the bar 
permanently. It was recently voted 
Scotland’s best beer and was awarded 
a bronze medal in the Champion Beer 
of Britain fi nals.

The Blue Bell at West Mickley, near 
Stocksfi eld in Northumberland, is now 
under the stewardship of Brian Dodd 
from The Sun Inn at Acomb, near 
Hexham. It’s a pub with huge potential 
in a lovely country setting, featuring 
a very pleasant beer garden. Brian is 
a hugely experienced publican with 
several family-run businesses under 
his belt, so best keep an eye on it.
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FEATURE: TASTE TEST

BEER TODAY
HARVIESTOUN OLA DUBH 
30TH ANNIVERSARY (8.0% ABV)

BROOKLYN PENNANT ’55 ALE 
(5.0% ABV)

MAXIM SWEDISH BLONDE (4.2% ABV)

To celebrate Harviestoun Brewery’s 30th year, the 
award-winning Scottish outfi t has produced an 
“extremely limited” anniversary Ola Dubh (Black 
Oil), matured for six months in whisky casks 
previously used to for 30-year-old Highland Park 
single malt. Each bottle is numbered (10567 was 
a real beauty).

Flip the cap, nose the bottle top – that’s the smell 
of a distillery warehouse – it’s all wood and age and 
stillness and spirit. That continues in the glass (use a 
wine one), morphing into Chocolate Digestive dunked 
in black coffee and a rolling palate of fruit, oak wood, 
dark chocolate and a coffee top-up, then on to a 
surprisingly bitter fi nish. Number 10568, you’re next.

Brooklyn Brewery created Pennant ’55 Ale (5.0% 
abv) to mark the anniversary of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers winning the 1955 World Series – beating 
arch-rivals the New York Yankees – in which they 
were awarded the traditional winner’s pennant. 
It proved such a hit that Brooklyn decided to 
continue brewing the beer permanently.

It’s very handsome amber gold in colour with a 
ripe autumn fruit aroma and sweetish toffee fl avour 
which comes with quite a kick, belying its mid-strength 
alcohol content. The fi nish is long, long, long and 
caramel infl uenced with the fruit returning to balance it 
perfectly. West Yorkshire-based importer James Clay is 
distributing the beer nationally.

Named after a real Swedish blonde, Maxim 
saleswoman Anna Gorunsdotter-Bell, this has turned 
into one of the most popular beers the Houghton le 
Spring-based brewery has ever produced. 
A clue to its colour is in its name; it pours lively and fresh 
and it takes the eye very much like a Swedish blonde 
would. It has a grapefruit-like aroma with a fairly complex 
fl avour – developing through soft pear and barley grain – 
infl uenced by its Cascade and First Gold hops.

Swedish Blonde sits on the cusp of “session” and 
“considered”, so it’s a beer with a sense of adventure that 
builds to a sharp, bitter fi nish.
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Gigs ’N’Festivals
 OCTOBER 4-5 
THIRD ANNUAL SNODS EDGE 
BEER FESTIVAL
St John’s Church Hall, Snods Edge, 
Shotley Bridge DH8 9TJ
A selection of real ales from around 
the region and cider from further 
afi eld. Food includes gourmet 
sausages from the Northumberland 
Sausage Company.
Friday October 4, 6pm-11pm; 
Saturday October 5, 12noon-11pm.
£3 entry includes festival glass and 
programme. Beer tokens: £1 per 
half-pint.
Details:Facebook Snods Edge 
Beer Festival

 OCTOBER 5 
BOOK LAUNCH: ETTRICK SCOTT
The Bridge End Inn, Ovingham, 
Northumberland NE42 6BN
Local poet Ettrick Scott launches a 
new book. Live music, food – and 
several good ales in this traditional, 
family-run pub (same ownership 
for 36 years). 8pm.
Details: 01661 832219
www.thebridgendinn.co.uk

 UNTIL OCTOBER 6 
OKTOBERFEST
Tilleys Bar, Westgate Road, 
Newcastle NE1 4AG
Celebrate Oktoberfest 2013 in style 
with beers from the “Big Six” Munich 
breweries (in bottles and on draught), 
plus tasty traditional German cuisine 
– bratwurst, currywurst, and 
sauerkraut. (Also at The Cluny, 
Newcastle; Head of Steam, Durham, 
and The Central, Gateshead).
Details: 0191 232 0692

 UNTIL OCTOBER 6 
NATIONAL CASK ALE WEEK
Events all around the North East to 
celebrate Britain’s national drink.
www.caskaleweek.co.uk

 OCTOBER 10-12 
5TH SUNDERLAND 
CAMRA OCTOBERFEST
The Bonded Warehouse, Low Road, 
Sunderland SR1 2RQ
More than 30 real ales plus cider and 
perry. Admission £1 (free to 
Camra members).
Details: www.camra-angle.co.uk

 OCTOBER 11-12 
18TH HARTLEPOOL 
BEER FESTIVAL
Borough Hall, Headland, Hartlepool
More than 50 hand-picked ales from 
Britain’s best-known breweries and 
rarely tasted microbreweries, from 
wheat beers to bitters and ciders. Soft 
drinks and wine bar. Ticket includes 
festival glass and programme. Live 
music from Planet Earth and 
Funk Collective.
www.hartlepoolbeerfestival.co.uk

 OCTOBER 24-27 
SIBA NORTH WEST BEER 
FESTIVAL AND COMPETITION
Hawkshead Brewery, Staveley, 
Cumbria LA8 9LR
Cumria’s biggest-ever beer festival 
with around 200 cask ales and 
100 bottled beers from 
North West breweries.
Details: www.siba.co.uk/nwbf/

 OCTOBER 27 
RAY STUBBS RNB ALL STARS
The Central, Half Moon Lane, 
Gateshead NE8 2AN
One of the region’s greatest – and 
most enduring – musical talents. 
4pm, free.
Central manager Gavin Sinclair says: 
“The live music scene in Gateshead 
has never been so strong. We are 
trialling a Busker in the Buffet Bar on 
Sunday lunchtimes, which we hope 
will be a great success.”
Details: 0191 478 2543
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VIEW FROM ABROAD

FOR ALL THE BEER IN CHINA

Had my granddad lived, he 
would have been 100 years old. 
A popular pub pianist in Blyth 
in his time, his idea of foreign 
beer was brewed in Sunderland, 
Hartlepool, Castle Eden and 
heaven forbid…Yorkshire.

So, what would he think of 
me, currently in Beijing doing an 
internship with a think-tank and 
consultancy firm and drinking 
Chinese beer?

I did some of my research at 
Beijing’s 2nd Craft Brewery Festival, 
organised by the master brewers at 
Great Leap Brewery in the city. Craft 
brewing is the latest entrepreneurial 
thing to hit Beijing – it caters for 
expatriates and the beer is of 
Belgium/German strength. 

Modern brewing was not 
introduced into China until the end of 
19th century when Russians, Czechs 
and Germans set up breweries 
which continue to thrive. However, 
only a few brewpubs exist in China 
today, primarily in major cities 
which have considerable resident 
western communities.

A wide range of producers at the 
beer festival included Arrow Factory 
from Beijing, Bad Monkey (Dali), 
Boxing Cat (Shanghai), Great Leap 
(Beijing), Jing A (Beijing), Le Ble 
D’or (Suzhou and Taipei) and Slow 

Boat (Beijing). There were also beers 
from more than 10 members of The 
Beijing Home Brewers Society. 

I particularly enjoyed Pale Ale 
#6 (5.5% abv) from the Great 
Leap Brewery ¬– a malty pale ale 
balanced with a nice hoppy dryness.

Capital Breweries produced 
a nice range. My favourite brown 
ale of the festival was their lightly 
smoked and toasted chestnut 
brown ale. Mandarin Summer 
Wheat and hoppy Shifu Rye were 
pleasantly light summer ales and 
I thought of granddad as I sipped 
Worker’s Pale Ale. 

Captain’s Pale Ale (5.8% abv) 
is Slow Boat Brewery’s flagship 
beer, named after the captain of the 
battleship USS Hamilton, who was 
commonly seen off-duty wearing a 
Hawaiian shirt. It’s a medium-bodied 
American Pale Ale made from four 
varieties of hops to give it a strong, 
spicy bitterness with a smooth 
finish. Hints of grapefruit lend a little 
sweetness to the taste.

The food on offer may have been 
a food anthropologist’s dream, but 
deep-fried scorpion, “pissing bulls 
balls”, bacteria stew, fricassee of 
dogs’ testicles and grilled tarantula 
were a bit difficult to stomach without 
a few pints to wash them down. 

Now that’s what I call foreign.

Fancy a Chinese? Lara Brown did,  
but it was a beer festival



FOR ALL THE BEER IN CHINA



   THE BEER    THE FOOD
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PUB PROFILE: THE QUAKERHOUSE, DARLINGTON

THE QUAKERHOUSE
PUB PROFILE

Where is it? Mechanics Yard is one of those narrow 
passages and ginnels that puncture Darlington’s High 
Row and Skinnergate at regular intervals. The archway 
from High Row opens out into what could almost be a 
beer terrace, were it not a public thoroughfare.

A welcoming place populated 
by ultra-friendly regulars

LANDLORD:  Brian Dourish and Garry Hewitt, 
The Quakerhouse, Mechanics Yard, 
Darlington, County Durham, DL3 7QF 
Tel: 01325 245052 www.quakerhouse.co.uk

The Quakerhouse revels in the sub-heading “real ale and 
rock bar” The pub not only prides itself on the quantity (more 
than 600 beers pulled through 10 handpulls this year so far) 
and the quality of its ales but also its taste in music. There’s 
invariably something going on in the upstairs lounge featuring 
some serious blues, busking, bluegrass, folk, reggae, rock and 
acoustic talent.

It’s the Camra North East Pub of the Year 2013 and has been an 
award winner on a local level 10 times in 11 years. It’s not hard to 
guess why – big on exposed brickwork and divided into three small 
but distinct areas (mind the steps), it’s a welcoming place populated 
by ultra-friendly regulars and much admired by visitors.

Ten ever-changing ales on 
the bar and at least one 
cider. Choose from delicious 
Wainstones Quaker Blonde 
(4.0% abv), Black Paw Dark 
Seam (5.0% abv), Scottish 
Borders Foxy Blonde (3.8% 
abv), and the remarkable 
Budweiser Budvar 
(5.0% abv).

The food offer is from a range 
of snacks, so let’s give a 
shout-out to its two ghuolish 
girls instead. Betty Hobson’s 
ghost wanders the yard 
outside while the resident 
Betty graces the rooms 
inside. Perhaps that’s why the 
pub also stocks a fi ne range 
of spirits.
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A-Z PUB GUIDE
THE OAK TREE 
Front Street, Tantobie,  
Stanley, DH9 9RF 
t: 01207 235 445

THE OLD WELL INN 
The Bank, Barnard Castle
DL12 8PH. t: 01833 690 130

THE PLOUGH
Mountsett, Burnopfield,  
NE16 6BA, t: 01207 570346

THE PUNCH BOWL INN 
Edmundbyers, DH8 9NL 
t: 01207 255545 

THE QUAKERHOUSE
2 Mechanics Yard, Darlington, 
DL3 7QF, t: 07783 960 105

THE QUAYS
5 Tubwell Row, Darlington, DL1 
1NU t: 01325 461448

THE ROYAL OAK 
7 Manor Rd,  
Medomsley Village, DH8 6QN  
t: 01207 560336

THE SCOTCH ARMS 
Blackhill, Consett, DH8 8LZ 
t: 01207 593709 
 
THE SMITHS ARMS 
Brecon Hill, Castle Dene, 
Chester le Street, DH3 4HE 
t: 0191 3857559

THE SHIP 
Low Road, Middlestone Village,  
Middlestone, DL14 8AB  
t: 01388 810904

THE SPORTSMANS ARMS
Moor End Terrace, Belmont, 
DH1 1BJ t: 0191 3842667 
 
THE STABLES
Beamish Hall Hotel, Beamish, 
DH9 0BY t: 01207 233 7333 

THE STABLES
West Herrington,  
Houghton le Spring, DH4 4ND
t: 0191 584 9226 
 
THE THREE HORSESHOES
Pit House Lane, Leamside, 
Houghton le Spring,  
DH4 6QQ t: 0191 584 2394 

THE WHITE LION
Newbottle Street,  
Houghton le Spring, DH4 4AN
t: 0191 5120735

THE WHITEHILLS 
Waldridge Road,  
Chester le Street, DH2 3AB 
t: 0191 3882786

WICKET GATE
Front Street, Chester-le-Street, 
DH3 3AX. t: 0191 3872960

THE WILD BOAR 
Frederick Place,  
Houghton le Spring, DH4 4BN 
t: 0191 5128050

THE VICTORIA INN 
86 Hallgarth Street, Durham, 
DH1 3AS, t: 0191 3860465

 NORTH YORKSHIRE

THE CROWN INN
Vicars Lane, Manfield,  
DL2 2RF, t: 01325 374243

THE DOG & GUN
Coopers Lane, Potto,  
DL6 3HQ, t: 01642 700232

THE WHITE SWAN 
1 West End, Stokesley,  
TS9 5BL. t: 01642 710263

 CUMBRIA

THE BEER HALL
Hawkshead Brewery, 
Mill Yard, Staveley, LA8 9AR
t: 01539 825260 

 NORTHUMBERLAND

ADAM & EVE
Prudhoe Station, Low Prudhoe, 
NE42 6NP. t: 01661 832323

BAMBURGH CASTLE INN
Seahouses, NE68 7SQ
t: 01665 720283 

BARRASFORD ARMS
Barrasford Hexham, 
NE48 4AA t: 01434 681237 
 
BARRELS
59-61 Bridge Street, Berwick, 
TD15 1ES t:01289 308013
  
BATTLESTEADS HOTEL
Wark, Hexham, NE48 3LS
t: 01434 230209
www.battlesteads.com
  
BEADNELL TOWERS HOTEL
Beadnell, NE67 5AY
t: 01665 721211

CLENNELL HALL HOTEL 
Harbottle,Morpeth,
NE65 7BG, t. 01669 650 377
  
CROSS KEYS
Thropton, Rothbury, NE65 7HX
t: 01669 620362 

CROWN & ANCHOR INN
Market Place, Holy Island,  
TD15 2RX, t: 01289 389215 
 
DIPTON MILL INN
Dipton Mill Road, Hexham, 
NE46 1YA, t: 01434 606577
e: ghb@hexhamshire.co.uk
www.diptonmill.co.uk 

DOCTOR SYNTAX
New Ridley Road, Stocksfield, 
NE43 7RG, t: 01661 842383
 
DUKE OF WELLINGTON
Newton, NE43 7UL
t: 01661 844446 

DYKE NEUK
Meldon, Nr Morpeth, NE61 3SL
t: 01670 772662

ELECTRICAL WIZARD
New Market, Morpeth,  
NE61 1PS. t: 01670 500640

GENERAL HAVELOCK INN
Haydon Bridge, NE47 6ER
t: 01434 684376

JOHN THE CLERK OF 
CRAMLINGTON
Front Street, Cramlington, 
NE23 1DN. t: 01670 707060

JOINERS ARMS
Wansbeck Street, Morpeth, 
NE61 1XZ, t: 01670 513540

JOLLY FISHERMAN
Craster, Alnwick, NE66 3TR
t: 01665 576461

MINERS ARMS
Main Street, Acomb, NE46 4PW
t: 01434 603909

LION & LAMB
Horsley, NE15 0NS
t: 01661 852952

NEWCASTLE HOTEL
Front Street, Rothbury,  
NE65 7UT. t: 01669 620334 
 
OLIVERS
60 Bridge Street, Blyth,  
NE24 2AP. t: 01670 368346

RED LION
Front Street West, Bedlington, 
NE22 5TZ. t: 01670 536160

RED LION INN
Stanegate Road, Newbrough, 
Hexham, NE47 5AR
t: 01434 674226 
www.redlionnewbrough.co.uk

RIVERDALE HALL HOTEL
Bellingham, NE48 2JT
t: 01434 220254
www.riverdalehallhotel.co.uk

THREE HORSESHOES
Hathery Lane, Horton, 
Cramlington, NE24 4HF
t: 01670 822410 

THREE WHEATHEADS
Thropton nr Rothbury, NE65 7LR
t: 01669 620262
e: info@threewheatheads.co.uk
www.threewheatheads.co.uk

TWICE BREWED INN
Military Road, Bardon Mill,  
NE47 7AN. t: 01434 344534
e:info@twicebrewedinn.co.uk
www.twicebrewedinn.co.uk

YE OLDE CROSS
32 Narrow Gate, Alnwick
NE66 1LG, t. 01665 602735 
  
THE ALLENDALE INN
Market Place, Allendale, Hexham, 
NE47 9BJ, t: 01434 683246 
 
THE ANCHOR HOTEL
Haydon Bridge, NE47 6AB
t: 01434 688121

THE ANCHOR INN
Whittonstall, Nr Consett, 
DH8 9JN t: 01207 561110

THE ANGEL INN
Main Street, Corbridge, 
NE45 5LA, t: 01434 632119

THE BADGER
Street Houses, Ponteland 
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE20 9BT, t: 01661 871037

THE BAY HORSE
South Side, Stamfordham
NE18 0PB, t: 01661 855469

THE BLACKBIRD
Ponteland, NE20 9UH

THE BLACK BULL
Middle Street, Corbridge,
NE45 5AT. t: 01434 632261 

THE BLACK BULL
Bridge Street, Warkworth,
NE65 0XB, t: 01665 711367

THE BLACK BULL
Matfen, NE20 0RP
t: 01661 886330 

THE BLACK BULL INN
Etal, TD12 4TL
t: 01890 820200  

THE BLUE BELL
Mount Pleasant, West Mickley, 
Stocksfield NE43 7LP
t: 01661 843146

THE BOATHOUSE
Wylam, NE41 8HR
t: 01661 853431

• 14 Real ales on tap
• CAMRA 2013
• Northumberland Pub of   
 the Year Winner

THE BOATSIDE INN
Warden, Hexham, NE46 4SQ
t: 01434 602233

 
THE BRIDGE END INN
West Road, Ovingham 
Prudhoe, NE42 6BN
t: 01661 832219

• 5 Real Ales
• Traditional family run pub
• Folk & music nights

THE BURNSIDE
Longhoughton, NE66 3JQ
t: 01665 577303

THE CARTS BOG INN
Langley on Tyne, Hexham, 
NE47 5NW. t: 01434 684338  

THE CRASTER ARMS
The Wynding, Beadnell,
NE675AX. t: 01665 720 272

THE CROWN
Allendale Road, Catton,  
NE47 9QS. t: 01434 683 447

THE CROWN INN
Humshaugh, Hexham,  
NE46 4AG 
t: 01434 681 231 

THE DIAMOND INN
Main Street, Ponteland, 
NE20 9BB 
t: 01661 872898

THE DYVELS INN
Station Road, Corbridge,  
NE45 5AY 
t: 01434 633 633

THE FEATHERS INN
Hedley on the Hill,  
Stocksfield, NE43 7SW 
t: 01661 843 607

THE FOX & HOUNDS
Main Road, Wylam,  
NE41 8DL. t: 01661 853246 

THE GOLDEN LION
Hill Street, Corbridge,  
NE45 5AA.  
t: 01434 632216
e: thegoldenlion77@gmail.com
www.goldenlion-corbridge.co.uk 

• Home cooked food
• Real ales
• Entertainment every   
 weekend

THE GOLDEN LION
Market Place, Allendale,  
NE47 9BD. t: 01434 683 225 

THE HADRIAN HOTEL 
Wall, Hexham, NE44 4EE 
t: 01434 681232

THE HERMITAGE INN
23 Castle Street, Warkworth, 
NE65 0UL. t: 01665 711 258 

THE HORSESHOES INN
Rennington, Alnwick,  
NE66 3RS. t: 01665 577665 
   
THE JOINERS ARMS
Newton-by-the-Sea, NE66 3EA
t: 01665 576 112 
 
THE LINDISFARNE INN
Beal, TD15 2PD
t: 01289 381 223  

THE MANOR HOUSE
Caterway Heads
Shotley Bridge, DH8 9LX
t: 01207 255268

THE MANOR INN
Main Street, Haltwhistle, 
NE49 0BS, t: 01434 322588 

THE OLDE SHIP INN
9 Main Street,  Seahouses, 
NE68 7RD, t: 01665 720 200

THE PACKHORSE INN
Ellingham, Chathill, NE67 5HA
t: 01665 589292

THE PILOT INN
31 Low Greens,  
Berwick upon Tweed, TD15 1LZ
t: 01289 304214

THE PLOUGH
Village Square, Cramlington, 
NE23 1DN, t: 01670 737633

THE PLOUGH INN
Front Street, Ellington,  
NE61 5JB, t: 01670 860340

THE RAILWAY HOTEL
Church Street, Haydon Bridge, 
NE47 6JG 
t: 01434 684254

THE RAILWAY INN
Acklington, Morpeth, NE65 9BP
t: 01670 760 320

THE RAT INN
Anick, Hexham, NE46 4LN
t: 01434 602 814 

THE RIDLEY ARMS
Stannington, Morpeth, NE61 6EL
t: 01670 789216

Cheers is all about pubs in the North East  
and this should be a good place to start...
 COUNTY DURHAM

BISHOP LANGLEY
Framwellgate Bridge,  
North Road,  
Durham, DH1 4PW
t: 0191 386 4779

• Real ales
• Top class menu
• First class attitude

BUTCHER’S ARMS
Middle Chare,   
Chester le Street, DH3 3QB
t: 0191 388 3605 

DUN COW
37 Old Elvet, Durham, DH1 3HN
t: 0191 386 9219

GREENBANK HOTEL
90 Greenbank Road, 
Darlington, DL3 6EL
t: 01325 462624

HALF MOON INN
130 North Gate,
Darlington, DL1 1QS
t: 01325 465765

HAT AND FEATHERS
Church Street, Seaham,  
SR7 7HF
t: 01915 133040

HEAD OF STEAM
3 Reform Place, Durham,  
DH1 4RZ, t: 0191 3832173

ITALIAN FARMHOUSE
South Street, West Rainton
Houghton - le - Spring
DH4 6PA, t: 0191 5841022

NUMBER TWENTY-2
22 Coniscliffe Road,  
Darlington, DL3 7RG
t: 01325 354590
e: rew@villagebrewer.co.uk
www.twenty2.villagebrewer.co.uk  

OLD MILL HOTEL
Thinford Road, Metal Bridge,  
Coxhoe, DH6 5NX
t: 01740 652928  

SUN INN 
Houghton Road, Newbottle, 
DH4 4EG, t: 0191 584 1019 

SURTEES ARMS
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill, DL17 
0DH
t: 01740 655724

THREE HORSESHOES
Maiden Law, Durham,  
DH7 0QT, t. 01207 520900

YE OLDE ELM TREE 
12 Crossgate, Durham City,  
DH1 4PS, t: 0191 386 4621

THE AVENUE INN
Avenue Street,  
High Shincliffe, DH1 2PT
t: 0191 386 5954  
 
THE BAY HORSE
28 West Green, Heighington, 
DL5 6PE, t: 01325 312312 

THE BEAMISH MARY INN 
No Place, Nr Beamish,  
DH9 0QH 
t: 0191 370 0237

THE BLACK HORSE 
Red Row,Beamish, DH9 0RW
t: 01207 232569

THE BLACK LION
Wolsingham,  
Bishop Auckland, DL13 3EN
t: 01388 527772

THE BRITTANIA INN 
1 Archer Street, Darlington 
County Durham, DL3 6LR  
t: 01325 463787

THE CHELMSFORD
Front Steet, Ebchester, 
DH8 0PJ
t: 01207 565811

THE COUNTY 
13 The Green, Aycliffe Vilage, 
County Durham, DL5 6LX  
t: 01325 312273

THE CROSS KEYS
Front Street, Esh, DH7 9QR
t: 0191 3731279

THE DERWENTSIDE
101 Durham Road, Blackhill, 
Consett, DH8 8RR
t: 01207 590919

THE DUN COW
Primrose Hill, Bournmoor, 
DH4 6DY t: 0191 385 2631 

THE DUN COW
Front Street, Sedgefield, 
TS21 3AT t: 01740 620894 

THE FLOATER’S MILL
Woodstone Village,  
Fence Houses, DH4 6BQ
t: 0191 385 6695 

THE GARDEN HOUSE INN
North Road, Durham,  
DH1 4NQ t: 0191 3863395

THE GEORGE & DRAGON 
4 East Green,  
Heighington Village,  
DL5 6PP t: 01325 313152
 
THE GREY HORSE 
115 Sherburn Terrace,  
Consett, DH8 6NE 
t: 01207 502585

THE HALF MOON INN 
86 New Elvet, Durham,  
DH1 3AQ  
t: 0191 3741918

THE HONEST LAWYER 
Croxdale Bridge, Croxdale, 
DH1 3HP  
t: 0191 3783782

THE JOHN DUCK
91A Claypath, Durham City, 
DH1 1 RG

THE LAMBTON WORM 
North Road,  
Chester le Street, DH3 4AJ 
t: 0191 3871162

THE MANOR HOUSE HOTEL 
The Green, West Auckland, 
DL14 9HW  
t: 01388 834834

THE MANOR HOUSE INN
Carterway Heads,  
Shotley Bridge, DH8 9LX
t: 01207 255268

THE MARKET TAVERN
27 Market Place, Durham, 
DH1 3NJ  
t: 0191 3862069 

THE MILL  
Durham Road,  
Rainton Bridge, DH5 8NG  
t: 0191 5843211

THE MINERS ARMS 
41 Manor Road,  
Medomsley, DH8 6QN 
t: 01207 560428

THE NEWFIELD INN 
Newfield, Chester le Street,  
DH2 2SP 
t: 0191 3700565
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THE RED LION
22 Northumberland Street, 
Alnmouth, NE66 2RJ
t: 01665 830584
www.redlionalnmouth.co.uk

THE RED LION INN
Milfi eld, Wooler, NE71 6JD
t: 01668 216224
www.redlioninn-milfi eld.co.uk

THE ROBIN HOOD 
East Wallhouses, Military Road
Newcastle, NE18 0LL
t: 01434 672273

THE SEVEN STARS
21 Main Street, Ponteland, 
NE20 9NH, t: 01661 872670

THE SHIP INN
Main Road, Wylam
NE41 8AQ
t. 01661 854538

THE SHIP INN
Marygate, Holy Island,  
TD15 2SJ, t: 01289 389311

THE SUN INN 
Acomb, NE46 4PW
t: 01434 602934

THE SUN INN
High Church, Morpeth, 
NE61 2QT, t: 01670 514153

THE SWINBURNE ARMS
31 North Side, Stamfordham, 
NE18 0QG, t: 01661 886707

THE TAP & SPILE
Eastgate, Hexham,  
NE46 1BH, t: 01434 602039 

THE TRAVELLERS REST
Slaley, Hexham, NE46 1TT
t: 01434 673231
www.travellersrestslaley.com 

THE WELLINGTON
Main Road, Riding Mill, 
NE44 6DQ, t: 01434 682531  
 
THE WHEATSHEAF
St Helens Street, Corbridge, 
NE45 5HE, t: 01434 632020

THE VICTORIA HOTEL
1 Front Street, Bamburgh, NE69 
7BP, t: 01668 214431  

THE VILLAGE INN
Longframlington, Morpeth, 
NE65 8AD. t: 01665 570268
www.thevillageinnpub.co.uk 
 

 TEESSIDE

BEST WESTERN 
GRAND HOTEL
Swainston Street, Hartlepool, 
TS24 8AA
t: 01429 266345
e: grandhotel@tavistockleisure.com 

BRITANNIA INN 
65 High Street, Loftus, 
TS13 4HG
t: 01287 640612

CLEVELAND BAY
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, TS16 
0JE, t: 01642 780275

THE CLEVELAND HOTEL
9-11 High Street West
Redcar, Cleveland
TS10 1SQ
t: 01642 484035

THE FISHERMANS ARMS
Southgate, The Headland, 
Hartlepool, TS24 0JJ
t: 01429 266029

THE SALUTATION
5 West Road, Billingham, 
Cleveland, TS23 1BP
t: 01642 559119

THE RAT RACE
Hartlepool Railway Station, 
Hartlepool, TS24 7ED

 TYNE & WEAR

ALUM ALE HOUSE
Ferry Street, South Shields, 
NE33 1JR

ASHBROOKE SPORTS CLUB
Ashbrooke Road, Sunderland, 
SR2 7HH, t: 0191 528 4536

BACCHUS
42-48 High Bridge, Newcastle, 
NE1 6BX, t: 0191 2611008

BARCA ART CAFE
68 Front Street, Tynemouth,
NE30 4BT, t: 0191 272 8357

BENTON ALE HOUSE
Front Street, Longbenton
NE7 7XE, t: 0191 2661512

BEST WESTERN ROKER HOTEL
Roker Terrace, Sunderland, 
SR6 9ND, t: 0191 5671786
e: info@rokerhotel.co.uk

BLUE BELL
Fulwell, Sunderland, 
SR6 9AD t: 0191 5494020

BOWES INCLINE HOTEL
Northside, Birtley, Gateshead, 
DH3 1RF, t: 0191 410 2233

BRIDGE HOTEL
Castle Square, Newcastle, 
NE1 1RQ
t: 0191 232 6400
e: info@sjf.co.uk

BRIDGE TAVERN
7 Akenside Hill
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3UF
t: 0191 232 1122

BRIDLE PATH
101 Front Street, Whickham, 
NE16 4JJ, t: 0191 4217676

BRITANNIA
3 Boldon Lane, Cleadon,  SR6 7RH
t: 0191 536 4198 

CHESTERS
Chester Road, Sunderland, SR4 
7DR t: 0191 5659952

COPPERFIELDS
Grand Hotel, Grand Parade
Tyne And Wear, NE30 4ER
t: 0191 293 6666

CUMBERLAND ARMS
12 Front Street, Tynemouth, 
NE30 4DZ, t: 0191 2571820
www.cumberlandarms.co.uk

DELAVAL ARMS
Old Hartley, NE26 4RL
t: 0191 237 0489

CROWN POSADA
31 Side, Newcastle, NE1 3JE 
t: 0191 2321269

FIRE STATION
York Road, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 1AB. t: 0191 293 9030

FITZGERALDS
60 Grey Street, Newcastle, 
NE1 6AF, t: 0191 2301350

FITZGERALDS
10-12 Green Terrace, 
Sunderland, SR1 3PZ
t: 0191 5670852

FITZGERALDS
2 South Parade, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 2RG. t: 0191 2511255

FOX & HOUNDS 
Coalburns, Greenside, 
NE40 4JN. t: 0191 4132549

FREE TRADE INN
St Lawrence Road, Byker, 
Newcastle, NE6 1AP
t: 0191 265 5764

GOSFORTH HOTEL
High Street, Gosforth, 
NE3 1HQ
t: 0191 2856617 

HOTEL DU VIN & BISTRO
Allan House, City Road
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 2BE

HUGOS
29 Front Street, Tynemouth, 
NE30 4DZ, t: 0191 2578956

ISIS
26 Silksworth Row, Sunderland, 
SR1 3QJ, t: 0191 5147684

IVY HOUSE
Worcester Terrace, Sunderland
SR2 7AW

LADY GREY’S
20 Shakespeare Street, 
Newcastle, NE1 6AQ
t: 0191 2323606

LOLA JEANS
The Arcade, Front Street,
Tynemouth, NE30 4BS
t: 0191 257 7601

LYH
10 Northumberland Road, 
Newcastle, NE1 8JF
t: 0191 2321308

MAGNESIA BANK
1 Camden Street, North Shields, 
NE30 1NH
t: 0191 257 4831

NEWCASTLE ARMS
57 St Andrews Street, 
Newcastle, NE1 5SE
t: 0191 260 2490

ODDFELLOWS
7 Albion Road, North Shields, 
NE30 2RJ
t: 0191 2574288

RED LION
Redcar Terrace, West Boldon,
NE36 0PZ
t: 0191 536 4197

RISTORANTE FIUME
16 Bonemill Lane, 
Washington, NE38 8AJ
t: 0191 4150007

ROCKLIFFE ARMS
Algernon Place, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 2DT
t: 0191 2531299

ROSIES BAR
2 Stowell Street, NE1 4XQ
t: 0191 2328477

SHIREMOOR HOUSE FARM
Middle Engine Lane, 
North Shields, NE29 8DZ
t: 0191 2576302

SUN INN
Market Lane, Swalwell, 
Gateshead, NE16 3AL
t: 0191 442 9393

TILLEYS BAR
105 Westgate Road, Newcastle, 
NE1 4AG
t: 0191 232 0692

TOBY BARNES
Durham Road, Sunderland
SR2 7RB, t: 0191 5285644
www.tobycarvery.co.uk

TRAVELLERS REST
North Road, Wide Open
NE13 6LN, t: 0191 2366300

TWIN FARMS
22 Main Road, Kenton Bk Ft, 
NE13 8AB, t: 0191 2861263

TYNE BAR
Maling Street
Newcastle Upon Tyne
NE6 1LP

TYNEMOUTH LODGE
Tynemouth Road, 
North Shields, NE30 4AA
t: 0191 257 7565

THE BARLEY MOW INN
Durham Road, Barley Mow, 
Birtley, DH3 2AH
t: 0191 410 4504

THE BEEHIVE
Hartley Lane, Earsdon,
NE25 05Z, t: 0191 2529352

THE BERKELEY TAVERN
Marine Avenue, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 1LY, t: 0191 2527755

THE BOATHOUSE
Water Row, Newburn, NE15 8NL
t: 0191 2290326

THE BODEGA
125 Westgate Road, Newcastle, 
NE1 4AG
t: 0191 221 1552

THE BRIAR DENE
71 The Links, Whitley Bay, 
NE26 1UE, t: 0191 2520926

THE BRANDLING ARMS
176 High Street, Gosforth, NE3 
1HD, t: 0191 28540

THE BRANDLING VILLA
Haddricks Mill Road,
South Gosforth, NE3 1QL
t: 0191 2840490

• Large selection 
 of real ales
• Regular food & drink   
 festivals
• Food served

THE BROAD CHARE
25 Broad Chare, 
Trinity Gardens, Quayside, 
Newcastle, NE1 3DQ
t: 0191 211 2144

THE CAUSEY ARCH INN
Beamish Burn Road, 
Marley Hill, Newcastle, 
NE16 5EG, t: 01207 233925

THE CENTRAL
Half Moon Lane, Gateshead, 
NE8 2AN, t: 0191 4782543
e: central@theheadofsteam.co.uk

THE CENTURION
Neville Street, 
Newcastle,
NE1 5DG, 
t: 0191 261 6611

• Real ales
• Food available
• Live sports shown

THE CHILLINGHAM
Chillingham Road, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
NE1 1RQ. t: 0191 265 3992

THE CLUNY
36 Lime Street, Ouseburn, 
Newcastle, NE1 2PQ
t: 0191 230 4474

THE COCK CROW INN
Mill Lane, Hebburn, NE31 2EY
t: 0191 428 5730 

THE COPT HILL
Seaham Road, Houghton le 
Spring, DH35 8LU
t: 0191 5844485

THE COTTAGE TAVERN
North Street, Cleadon, SR6 7PL
t: 0191 519 0547 

THE COUNTY
High Street, Gosforth, NE3 1HB
t: 0191 285 6919 

THE COURTYARD
Arts Centre, Biddick Lane, 
Washington, NE38 8AB
t: 0191 219 3463 

THE CUMBERLAND ARMS
James Place Street,
Ouseburn,
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE6 1LD
t: 0191 265 6151
www.thecumberlandarms.co.uk

• Real ales
• Live music & regular   
 festivals
• Food served

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
High Bridge, Newcastle 
NE1 1EN. t: 0191 261 8852

THE FIVE SWANS
St Marys Place, Newcastle, 
NE1 7PG, t: 0191 2111140

THE GRAND HOTEL
Grand Parade, Tynemouth
NE30 4ER. t: 0191 293 6666

THE GREEN
White Mare Pool, Wardley, 
Gateshead, NE10 8YB
t: 0191 4950171

THE GREY HORSE
Front Street, East Boldon, 
NE36 0SJ, t: 0191 519 1796 

THE GREY HORSE
Old Penshaw Village,
Houghton-le-Spring, DH4 7ER
t: 0191 512 6080

THE HARBOUR VIEW
Benedict Street, Roker, 
Sunderland, SR6 0NU
t: 0191 5671402

THE HEAD OF STEAM
2 Neville Street, Newcastle 
NE1 5EN, t: 0191 230 4236

THE HOTSPUR
103 Percy Street, Newcastle
NE1 7RY, t: 0191 2324352

THE JOB BULMAN 
St Nicholas Avenue, Gosforth, 
NE3 1AA, t: 0191 2236320

THE JOLLY STEWARD
Fulwell Ave, South Shields,
NE34 7DF,  t: 0191 427 2951

THE KEELMAN
Grange Road, Newburn, Newcastle  
upon Tyne, NE15 8NL
t: 0191 267 1689
e: admin@biglampbrewers.co.uk
www.biglampbrewers.co.uk

THE KEEL ROW
The Gate, Newcastle, NE1 5RF
t: 01912299430

THE KINGS ARMS
Beech Street, Deptford, SR4 
6BU
t: 0191 567 9804 

THE KINGS ARMS
West Terrace, Seaton Sluice, 
NE26 4RD, t: 0191 2370275

THE KINGS MANOR
32-140 New Bridge Street, 
Newcastle, NE1 2SZ

THE LAMBTON ARMS
Eighton Banks, Gateshead,
NE9 7XR 
t: 0191 487 8137

THE LOW LIGHTS TAVERN
Brewhouse Bank, 
North Shields, NE30 1LL
t: 0191 2576038

THE MALTINGS
9 Claypath Lane, South Shields, 
NE33 4PG 
t: 0191 4277147 

THE MID BOLDON CLUB
60 Front Street. East Boldon, 
NE36 0SH

THE MILE CASTLE
52 Westgate Rd, NE1 5XU
t: 0191 2111160

THE MILL HOUSE
Blackfell, Birtley, DH3 1RE
t: 0191 415 1313 

THE MILLSTONE HOTEL
Hadricks Mill Road,
South Gosforth, NE3 1QL
t: 0191 285 3429

THE NEW BRIDGE
2 -4 Argyle Street, Newcastle, 
NE1 6PF
t: 0191 2321020

THE NORTHUMBRIAN PIPER
Fawdon House,  
Red House Farm Estate, 
Gosforth, NE3 2AH
t: 0191 2856793

THE OLD GEORGE
Old George Yd, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 1EE
t: 0191 260 3035

THE OLDE SHIPS INN
Durham Road, East Rainton, 
DH5 9QT
t: 0191 5840944

THE PACKHORSE
Crookgate, Burnopfi eld, 
NE16 6NS 
t: 01207 270283

THE PAVILION 
Hotspur North, 
Backworth, NE27 0BJ
t: 0191 2680711 

THE PERCY ARMS
Queens Road, 
Walbottle, 
NE15 8JB
t: 0191 2648071

• Sunday carvery
• Home cooked food
• OAP Specials (Mon-Fri)

THE PORTHOLE
11 New Quay, North Shields, 
NE29 6LQ. t: 0191 2576645

THE PRIORY
Front Street, Tynemouth
NE30 4DX
t. 0191 257 8302

THE QUEEN VICTORIA
206 High Street, 
Gosforth, NE3 1HD
t: 0191 2858060

THE RAVENSWORTH ARMS
Lamesley, Gateshead,  
NE11 0ER. t: 0191 487 6023 

THE RISING SUN
Bank Top, Crawcrook, 
NE40 4EE. t: 0191 4133316

THE ROBIN HOOD
Primrose Hill, Jarrow, 
NE32 5UB 
t: 0191 428 5454

THE ROSE & CROWN
North Street, Winlaton
NE21 6BT. t: 0191 414 23070

THE SCHOONER
South Shore Road, Gateshead, 
NE8 3AF
t: 0191 477 7404

THE SIR WILLIAM 
DE WESSYNGTON
2-3 Victoria Road, Concord, 
Washington, NE37 2JY
t: 0191 418 0100

THE STEAMBOAT
27 Mill Dam,  South Shields
NE33 1EQ, 
t: 0191 454 0134

THE TANNERS
1 Byker Bridge, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 2NS

THE THREE TUNS
Sheriffs Highway, Gateshead
NE9 5SD
t: 0191 4870666

THE TOWN WALL
Pink Lane, 
Newcastle, 
NE1 5HX
www.thetownwall.com

• Selection of real ales
• Food served daily
• Cinema room available

THE TURKS HEAD
41 Front Street,Tynemouth,
NE30 4DZ
t: 0191 2576547

THE VICTORY
Killingworth Road,
South Gosforth,NE3 1SY
t: 0191 285 1254 

THE WHEATSHEAF
26 Carlisle Street, Felling, 
Gateshead, NE10 OHQ
t: 0191 4200659
www.biglampbrewers.co.uk

YOUR PUB NOT LISTED?
Call us on 01661 844115 
to be in the next edition
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CLASSIFIED

BREWERS CLUB
ALLENDALE BREWERY
Allendale, Northumberland  
NE47 9EQ. t:01434 618686

ANARCHY BREWERY
Unit 5, Whitehouse Farm Ind 
Est, Stannington, 
Northumberland, NE61 6AW
t: 01670 789755
e: brewed@anarchybrewco.com
www.anarchybrewco.com

BIG LAMP BREWERY
Newburn, Newcastle, 
NE15 8NL. t: 0191 267 1689

BLACK PAW
Unit 4 , Westgate Road,
Bishop Auckland, DL14 7AX
t: 01388 602144

BULL LANE BREWERY
Beamish Hall Hotel,
Beamish, DH9 0BY
t: 01207 2337333

CAPTAIN COOK BREWERY
White Swan, 1 West End, 
Stokesley, TS9 5BL
t: 01642 710263

CONSETT ALE WORKS
Grey Horse, 
Sherburn Terrace, 
Consett, DH8 6NE
t:01207 502585

CULLERCOATS BREWERY
17 St Oswins Avenue,
Cullercoats, NE30 4PH
t: 07895 692881

DARWIN BREWERY LTD
63 Back Tatham Street, 
Sunderland, Tyne & Wear, 
SR1 2QE
t: 0191 549 9450
e: info@darwinbrewery.com
www.darwinbrewery.com

DELAVALS
26 Windsor Gardens, 
Whitley Bay, NE26 3BG
t: 0844 5042214

DURHAM BREWERY
Unit 5a Bowburn North 
Industrial Estate, Bowburn, 
County Durham, DH6 5PF
t: 0191 377 1991

GELTSDALE BREWERY
Old Brewery Yard, Craw Hill, 
Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 1TR
t: 01697 741541 

GUNDOG BREWERY
2 Castle Island Way,
North Seaton, 
Northumberland, NE63 0XL
t: 07707 703182

HADRIAN & BORDER 
BREWERY 
Unit 5, The Preserving Works
Newburn Industrial Estate
Shelley Road
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE15 9RT
t: 0191 264 9000 
e: info@hadrian-border-brewery.co.uk
www.hadrian-border-brewery.co.uk

HEXHAMSHIRE BREWERY 
Leafi elds, Ordley, Hexham, 
Northumberland, NE46 1SX
t: 01434 606577

HIGH HOUSE FARM 
BREWERY
High House Farm, Matfen,
Northumberland, NE20 0RG
t: 01661 886192

HILL ISLAND BREWERY
Unit 7, Folers Yard, 
Back Silver Street, Durham, 
DH1 4RA
t: 07740 932 584

JARROW BREWERY 
Robin Hood, 
Primrose Hill, 
Jarrow, Tyne & Wear 
NE32 5UB
t:0191 483 6792 
e:jarrowbrewery@btconnect.com
www.jarrowbrewing.co.uk

JUST A MINUTE BREWERY
c/o Deerness rubber co ltd
Coulson street, Spennymoor, 
DL16 7RS. t: 07902973948

LEAMSIDE ALE CO LTD
Three Horseshoes, Leamside, 
County Durham, DH4 6QQ
t: 0191 5842394

MAXIM BREWING COMPANY
Houghton le Spring
County Durham. t: 0191 584 8844
www.maximbrewery.co.uk

MITHRIL ALES
Mithril, Aldbrough St John
Richmond, North Yorkshire
DL11 7TL. t: 01325 371817

MORDUE BREWERY 
Units D1-D2 Narvic Way,
Tyne Tunnel Estate,
North Shields, NE29 7XJ
t: 0191 296 1879

NORTHUMBERLAND 
BREWERY  
Accessory House, Bedlington,
NE22 7AP, t: 01670 822112

OUT THERE 
BREWING COMPANY
Unit 4, Foundry Lane Ind Est
Ouseburn, NE6 1LH
t: 07946579534

SHIP INN BREWERY
The Ship Inn, Low Newton by the 
Sea, Northumberland, NE66 3EW
t:01665 576262

SONNET 43 BREW HOUSE
Durham Road, Coxhoe, 
DH6 4HX t: 0191 3773039

THE STABLES BREWERY
Beamish Hall Hotel, Beamish, 
DH9 0BY. t: 01207 2337333

THREE KINGS 
BREWERY LIMITED
14 Prospect Terrace
North Shields, Tyne & Wear
NE30 1DX. t: 0758 000 4565

TYNE BANK BREWERY
Unit 11 Hawick Crescent,
St Lawerence Road,
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE6 1AS
t: 0191 2652828

WEARD’ALE BREWERY
Hare and hounds, 24 Front Street
Westgate in Weardale
County Durham, DL13 1RX
t: 01388 517212

WYLAM BREWERY 
South Houghton farm, 
Heddon on the Wall, 
Northumberland 
NE15 0EZ
t: 01661 853377
e: admin@wylambrewery.co.uk
www.wylambrew.co.uk

YARD OF ALE BREWERY
Surtees Arms Chilton Lane,
Ferryhill, County Durham, 
DL17 0DH t:01740 655724
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FUN STUFFFUN STUFF

THE DIRTY DOZEN: TWELVE FOOD AND DRINK 
QUESTIONS TO WHET YOUR APPETITE

QUIZ ANSWERS 
1 Vodka and orange juice. 2 Avery Island, Louisiana, US. 3 As a preservative for transportation. 
4 A drugged drink. 5 Fanta. 6 Vodka. 7 Bows or butterfl ies. 8 Melton Mowbray pork pies. 
9 General Havelock. 10 Time Gentlemen Please. 11 Orange peel spirals soaked in rum. 12 A spat.

Spotted in North Yorkshire, could this be a campanology centre or a 
naturists’ retreat?

I’m lying under the kitchen 
table, paws over ears in a 
vain attempt to drown out The 
Mistress’s high-pitched yelling. 
It’s 2.30am and it’s being going 
on for the half-hour that The 
Master and I have been home 
from the pub.

Yes, we got in at two. No, he 
didn’t tell her he’d – we’d (he always 
involves me in these scenarios) – be 
late. Yes, he was swaying a bit. No, 
she’s not happy.

The rest of the family is upstairs, 
more than likely adopting a similar 

hand-ear position to mine, only 
under the duvet. I think one of them 
is even going “lah-lah-lah” as an 
extra precaution.

From my “safe house” it looks like 
one of those Tom & Jerry scenes 
where you only ever see the maid’s 
legs as she tackles the miscreant 
cat. He’s been through all the 
“didn’t mean to, forgot the time, 
just innocent fun, enjoying myself 
for once, felt like another pint, they 
were all there” lines and it seems 
like the temper from up above me 
is levelling off. It’ll start to subside 

shortly, but 30 minutes is about the 
norm for this sort of thing. That is, 
until he does the stupidest thing. In 
answer to: “Who else was there?” 
he reels off a few guys’ names – the 
usual suspects – but inadvertently 
lets it slip there was also female 
company involved. I can’t make out 
the next question – rising decibel 
level – but the answer comes back: 
“Of course I think she’s attractive”. 
Well, you’ve seen Tom & Jerry, so 
out comes the sweeping brush. 

“Screech, yell, bellow.” 
I’m staying put.

THE DIRTY DOZEN
1  What is a Screwdriver cocktail made with?
2  Where is Tabasco sauce made?
3  Why were sherry, port and vermouth originally fortifi ed 

with brandy?
4  If you were given a Mickey Finn in a bar what would it be?
5  Which drink was created in Nazi Germany during World War II 

to compensate for the Coca-Cola company’s inability to import 
its special syrup?

6  What is Russian for “little water”?
7  What shape is the pasta farfalle?
8  In 1831 Edward Alcock made full use of the daily Leeds to 

London stagecoach to wholesale his produce. What was it?
9 Born in Bishopwearmouth, Sunderland, he was the hero of the 

Indian Mutiny of 1837 and gave his name to many British pubs. 
Who was he?

10 What did TS Eliot write were “the vilest words in the dictionary”?
11 What is the main fruit ingredient of a Horse’s Collar cocktail?
12 What is a baby oyster called?
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usual suspects – but inadvertently 
lets it slip there was also female 
company involved. I can’t make out 
the next question – rising decibel 
level – but the answer comes back: 
“Of course I think she’s attractive”. 
Well, you’ve seen Tom & Jerry, so 
out comes the sweeping brush. 

“Screech, yell, bellow.” 
I’m staying put.

HARRY NILSSON, ON GIVING UP ALCOHOL.

“I KNEW THERE WERE TWO TEN O’CLOCKS BUT I DIDN’T 
KNOW HOW NICE THE OTHER ONE WAS.” 

 BLUE’S ADVENTURES IN BEER

 SIGN OF THE TIMES




